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INTROD UC TION 


While working with a man who claimed to know the burial 
place of a Thomas Piety in England, I first became interested in 
writing this record. As I labored in this field, I decided it fitting 
to include a genealogy of the Yeager, the Wilson, and the Frakes 
families, as they all seemingly converge through intermarriage. 
I also decided that an early history of Prairie Creek would make 
the subject more interesting, and J felt that adding my memories 
of boyhood days would help complete the picture. 

I have included pictures where they were available, but many 
pictures that I should have liked to have had do not seem to be 
in existence. I wrote to everyone of whom I could think who 
might have some old picture I could use. These requests brought 
a surprising number of old pictures. Some had names con the 


‘back. Others did not. Some were unknown to the sender, but 


were sent in the hope that they might be identified. The old 
Robert Piety pictures were handed down through Susan Hanley, 
(nee Piety) his niece and step-daughter-in-law through marriage. 
Other pictures came down through Thomas W. Piety’s oldest son, 
Scott and were obtained from a daughter-in-law, who, at the time, 
was past 60 years old. Some photos came from the descendants 
of William D. Piety, while others came through the descendants 
of Phoebe Piety. All that is known of part of these pictures and 
their sole identification is just what happens to be written on the 
backs. 

I do not guarantee everything in this history to be absolutely 
correct. I only restate facts as they were given to me. I have 
Spent seven years in compiling this record, and I have tried pains- 
takingly to be accurate in every detail. I shall herein from time 
to time list my sources of information. The names, dates, his- 
tory, and all these records have been derived from records in 
the Archives of the United States Government, the U. S. Army, 
States, Counties, and cities of the U. S. A., foreign governments 
and foreign and local agencies as well as old bible records and 
those from grave stones. Some records are derived from old 
letters, and some are merely hearsay and tradition. 

The records go back to 1654, and believe me, that is a very, 
very long time, considering that at every family head there are 
two grandfathers, and bearing in mind that in those early days 
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records were ill-kept or in many cases, not kept at all. 

The task of assembling this record proved to be so great that 
I was almost ready to give it up in disgust, but a cousin, James 
C. Piety, a retired school teacher 80 years of age, being very 
enthusiastic regarding the history, agreed to become co-author 
and assist me. However, he died March 22, 1952 at the age of 
83, and to him I attribute the honor of being the one who has 
brought this history to a successful completion. He was cremated 
and his ashes placed in Acacia Park Cemetery, Chicago, Illinois. 
He was a member of Metropolitan Lodge No. 860, A. F. and A. M. 

The beginning of this history was “awfully simple”, but before 
it was finished, it became “simply awful”. It reminded me of 
Einstein’s inverse square of the Universe. So, before you crit- 
icise too much, I suggest that you read the 3ist Chapter, 35th 
Verse of the Book of Job. 

I wish to thank everyone who assisted me, for each helped to 
make it possible for me to assemble these records and pictures. 


Charles R. Piety 
November, 1956 
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THE ISLE OF LONG AGO 


Oh, a wonderful stream is the River of Time 
As it runs through the Reaim of Tears, 
With a faultless rhythm and musical rhyme, 
A boundless sweep and a surge sublime 

As it blends with the Ocean of Years. 


How the winters are drifting like flakes of snow, 
And the summers like buds between; 

And the year in the sheaf, so they come and go 

On the river’s breast with its ebb and flow. 


There are fragments of song that nobody sings; 
There are hands that are waved in the air, 
And we sometimes hear through the turbulent roar 
Sweet voices we heard in the days gone before 
When the wind down the river was fair. 


Oh, remembered for aye be the blessed isle 
All the days of our life till the night 

When evening comes with its beautiful smile 

And cur eyes are closing to slumber awhile, 
May that Greenwood of Soul be in sight. 
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Rev. Thomas and Mary Piety of England 1689 - 1775 


“On that happy golden shore where the faithful part no more, 
When the storms of life are over, meet me there.” 
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Thomas W. Piety’s grave stone 1689 -~ 1775 


It is easy to see that the picture of Thomas and Mary is in the 
style of the Old Country. Many things there are done left-handed 
to what we are accustomed to. People pass each other to the left. 
The keyholes in doors are up side down in comparison to ours. 
Hence, Thomas Piety is placed on the opposite side to what he 
would be in an American style picture. 


“One generation passeth away and another generation cometh. 
Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was. And the spirit 
shall return to God who gave it.” 
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CHAPTER I 
RECORDS IN ENGLAND OF THE EARLIEST PIETYS 


I worked for a number of years with a man whose name was 
John Mann. He was born in England but came to the United 
States as a youngman. He told me that when he was a boy he had 
played in an old graveyard in which a church was located and that 
he remembered a stone in the yard that had the name, PIETY on 
it. He had played under a tree nearby and had seen the stone 
many times. 

He went home in 1939 for a visit and before leaving, he prom- 
ised me that he would colicct all the data possible about this 
grave, including a picture of it, which he would bring back to me. 

He never returned, but he did send me the old church book 
record including a picture of the stone and a picture of Thomas 
Piety and his wife, Mary. He said that the yard and the church 
had been heavily bombed and were now in complete ruin and un- 
used. He pieced together the stone which was badly broken and 
Sent a picture of it. He also sent the records in the old church 
book which was in the hands of an old resident. He said that the 
pages were yellow and crumbly with age; the ink was of poor qual- 
ity and faded. He reported that there was only one stone on this 
lot and only one name on it, “Thomas W. Piety”. 

According to the old resident, this Thomas W. Piety was an 
earl. However, a check made through the British Ambassador 
failed to reveal any record of him, although I was told that the 
fact there was no record could not be taken as positive proof that 
he was not an earl. For this was a time during the changing of 
the country and government from Roman Catholic influences to 
the rule of the Protestant House of Hanover, a time when records 
were ill kept and titles and traditions often coming to an end. 

This graveyard of Thomas Piety was located in the County of 
Kent and not too far from the mouth of the Thames River at the 
town of Hythe, 

As a result of this information, I decided to write the following 
history of the Piety family. 


Thomas W, Piety was born in 1689 and died in 1775. He was 
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born in Lancashire but moved to Kent County and lived and died 
in the town of Hythe where he was pastor of a church. He was 
reported to have been an earl, but this is not positively known. 
He was born and lived and died during the reign of the Protestant 
Hanoverian Kings of England. George The First (1714-1727) was 
king when he was born, but most of his life was lived during the 
reign of King George the Second (1727-1760). He died during the 
reign of George the Third, (1760-1820). These were the last cf 
the absolute kings, the English government being changed and 
carried on in the name of the king through a Prime Minister de- 
pendent upon the House of Commons. 

The following inscription is on the stone: 


THOMAS W. PIETY 
1689 - 1775 - 86 yrs. 15 da. 


There are no other names on this stone. Neither is there any 
other stone on the lot. 
The church record book revealed the following: 


Rev. Thomas W. Piety. 

Mary A. Piety 

Austin Piety, 1740, 16 years old. 
Mary Piety, 1742, 14 years old. 


On another page the following entry was found: “Rev. Austin 
Piety returned home, 1774, took up residence and worship, died 
1809, aged 85 years, five da., buried in family plot beside par- 
ents.” | 

This Austin Piety is believed to be the Austin Piety who came 
to the American Colonies as a subaltern in the British Army 
stationed at Fort Pitt, Now Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and mar- 
ried Sarah Polke in 1762. 

It has been said that he was a Chaplain in the Revolutionary 
Army. This seems to be an error, although it is possible that 
he was a contract chaplain. The records of the U. S. War Dept. 
do not reveal an Austin Piety as having served in a Virginia reg- 
iment during the Revolutionary War, but the War Dept. claims 
that such early records are incomplete and the fact that his name 
does not appear cannot be taken as proof that he did not so serve. 

According to information furnished the D. A. R. by a geneal- 
ogist, Austin Piety refused to take up arms against his king and 
country and deserted his wife and four children, returning to 
England and was never heard from by his family afterwards, 

Before going any further, let us make an abrupt pause and 
delve into the few available records of the dim past, beginning 
three hundred years ago. We will examine correspondence and 
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records from British sources from which the reader can sift bits 
of information and draw his own conclusions. 

The following consists of copies of correspondence and re- 
cords obtained through my contacts with British offices and gen- 
ealogical records. 


The War Office, 
Droitwich, 
Worcestershire. 
Sir: 
Lam commanded by the Army Council to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of 14-1-49, Subject: Austin Piety, officer at 
Fort Pitt, 1763, and to inform you that it has been forwarded to 


the Secretary of Public Records’ Office, Chancery Lane, London, 
W.C.2 for attention. 


Lam, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


G. W. Turmes. 


PUBLIC RECORDS OFFICE, 
Chancery Lane, W.C.2 


Deputy Keeper of the Records. 
Dear Sir: 


| have acknowledge receipt of your letter of January 14, for- 
warded to this department by the War Office. 

An examination of the material in the public records in an 
endeavor to identify the military units at Fort Pitt during the 
period 1760 - 1783 would require considerable time and labor 
and could not be undertaken officially. (The Department does 
not undertake paid searches). 

Should you be unable to conduct a search in the records your- 
self, it would be open to you to put the matter into the hands ofa 
professional record agent; the names and addresses of one or 
two of these with whom you could correspond direct will be sup- 
plied at your request. 


Yours faithfully, 


H. J. JONES, Jr. 
For Secretary. 
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Town Clerk’s Office, 
Hythe, Kent. 


Mr. C. R. Piety, Esq. 
Dear Sir: 


A search in the town’s records reveals that in 1774 the cor- 
poration leased three acres of land to a Thomas Piety for farm- 
ing purposes; that a William Piety was living in Hythe in 1818, 
and an Ann Piety in a house in Church Hill during the years 
1836-45, 


Yours Faithfully, 


W. S. SNOW 
Town Clerk. 
Town of Hythe 


SOCIETY OF GENEALOGISTS, 
Chauncer House, Malet Place, 
London, W. C. 1, England. 


Mr. Charles Piety, Esq. 
Dear Sir: 


The search for Austin Piety has now been carried out, and 
I have much pleasure in sending you the report from the research 
department. 


PIETY, WINFIELD, 1654, Sept. 15, married Maryana Grov- 
ver, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire. 

PIETY, AUSTIN, son of Thomas Piety, Hythe, Kent, gentle- 
man. 

PIETY, AUSTEN W. (widower) 1778, May 10, married 
Sarah Judd, Newington, Kent. 

PIETY shew THOMAS, Lii2. Feb, 22. of Hythe, Kent, 

PIETY, GANNA, 1658, May 15, married John Cupper, High 
Wycombe, Buckinghamshire. 

PIETE, JOHN, 1778, Oct. 9, when first commissioned as a 
Lieutenant in the Navy, The Court City Register, 1778, 
Page 123. 

PIETY, RICHARD, 1659, April 16, married Ann Houddall 
(widow) High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire. 


The following names were found and believed owing to meager 
educational facilities at this early date, to be Piety, (with mis- 
spelling of names, however) 
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PEIETTY, GANNA,1649, Dec. 30 married John Cupper, 
High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire. 

PEIETTY, JOYCE 1658, May 15th married Nehmyea Grov- 
ver, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire. 

PYETTY, RICH. 1659, April 16 married Ann Houddal 
(widow), High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire. 

PIETY, Rev. THOMAS, 1772 Feb. 12, of Hythe, Kent 
(Under DMS Lympe, Kent. Examined with same result 
as Ist extract mentioned above). 

Ditto Dated 1768, Sept. 3 

PYATT. Many extracts under this name, especially of 
Streatley, Staffordshire, but nothing here appeared to 
relate to Lancashire. 


Boyd’s Marriage Index of Over Six Million Names, covering 
various counties from 1500 to 1837. 

Lancashire, 1736 to 1775 with negative results. 

Miscellaneous Counties, diito. 


PIETY, Rev. THOMAS, dated 1768, Sept. 3, No further 
information. 


Marshall’s also Whitmore’s Genealogy guides - Negative results 


results. 

Hitching’s Ref. to surnames, 1601-1602 - Negative results. 

Various other text books on surnames examined - All with 
negative results. 

Report of a professional record agent, Mrs. Sarah Ganna 
Cooper, Lancashire County, England: 


The oldest record of any Piety found was Winfield Piety, 1664, 
Sept. 16. He married Ann Grovver and lived in Lancashire 
County and was the father of two children, Austin and Thomas W. 
Piety. Austin married and was the father of nine children, Eight 
girls and one boy; as follows: Nancy, Sarah, Susan, Polly, Eliza- 
beth, Mary, Fenetta, Anna, and Winfield Piety. 

Thomas married and was the father of two children, Austin 
and Mary. Thomas Piety was a minister of the Gospel. 

Austin joined the British Army and went to the Commonwealth 
of America, and was stationed at Fort Pitt, a British fort in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, now known as Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania, He became an army officer, was commissioned a war- 
rant officer 1762, was married the same year, returned to Eng- 
land 1774, and when he left the service was a liaison officer 
holding the rank of Chief Liaison Officer. He was reported to 
have been a minister, but no mention of it is made in the records 
Ihave examined. 
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Thomas Piety, during his pastoral career, located at Hythe, 
Kent, where he died and is buried beside his wife and daughter. 
The son later was also buried there in what was known as Wy- 
combe Yard. This yard contained a church house which was hit 
by bombs during the first World War and is now in complete ruin 
and unused. 

A check on the rank of Earl shows that Thomas Piety, as the 
Surviving son of Winfield Piety, applied for this rank as heir to 
it from his father, Winfield Piety, but in the changing of govern- 
ment from the power of Roman to the rule of the House of Han- 
over which was accompanied by much violence, the record of 
this earlship was either lost or destroyed, and the new govern- 
ment declined under the circumstances to continue this title.” 


The following letter was written in answer to one requesting 
information about the church, graveyard, and Piety stone with 
inquiries also about the old church record book. 


Mr. Charles R. Piety, Esq. 
My Dear Sir: 


In answering your letter I will say that it appears that you and 
I are chips off of the same block. After noting the insignia on 
your letter head, I will say that we are at least brothers in one 
of, at least, if not the greatest and most honorable charitable 
institutions in the world, and I assure you that as a man and a 
Mason I have left no stones unturned in my effort to send you a 
true report of the Piety family and other material you have re- 
quested, 

Iam now past 83 years of age, and I remember the little 
church and grave yard well. I also remember the Piety stone. 
You mention, This Thomas Piety was one time pastor of this 
church. It was hit with bombs during World War I and com- 
pletely ruined, and Iam told that now it is a pasture. What be- 
came of the church record book no one seems to know. Two 
people I talked to know there was one, but what became of it 
after its last known keeper died no one seems to know. 

By a peculiar turn of events the name Piety is not too plenti- 
ful. It seems that a large portion of the children born to them 
were girls. It is said that a Winfield Piety, who lived in the 
northwest, was an earl. After his death and the breaking up of 
the Roman power which took place near the same time, the re- 
cords were either destroyed or lost and the line discontinued. 
The living Pietys here pride themselves in the fact that one of 
their number, Austin Piety, was a high ranking officer in the 
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British Army at an early day, and a John Piety was a Naval 
Officer, and at one time they were in the line of nobles. 

Well, old Pod, I must be jingling along, so Cherrio, my sood 
friend, and if there is anything more I can do to assist you in 
your undertaking before I make that journey to a far and distant 
land from whence no traverler returns, which seemingly is not 
too far distant, I will be pleased to do so. 

Richard T. Piety, 
_ Hythe, Kent Co, 
England. 


THE WAR OFFICE 
Droitwich, Worchestershire. 


Mr. Charles R. Piety, Esq. 
Dear Sir: 


Iam commanded by the Army Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of 14-1-47, Subject: Austin Piety, Army 
Officer at Fort Pitt, 1763, and to inform you that it has been 
forwarded to the Gentry Public Records Office, Chancery Lane, 
London, W.C.2 for attention. 


Iam, Sir, 
Your obedient Servent, 


G. W. TURMES, Sec. 


PUBLIC RECORDS OFFICE, 
Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2 


The Deputy Keeper of the Records. 
Dear Sir: RE: AUSTIN PIETY 


Ihave to acknowlege receipt of your letter of Jan. 14, last, 
forwarded to this department by the War Office, regarding Army 
lists dated 1763 to 1783. The records for this period are by no 
means complete, but they are also very voluminous, and we do 
not conduct even paid researches, but will, if you so desire, send 
you the name and address of one or two record searchers who 
will have access to the records and conduct a paid search. 

I might say the census records of Great Britain have been 
taken every ten years since 1801. Before 1841, however, no 
attempt was made to collect individual names; the returns were 
purley numberical. The only surviving records of these first 
four censuses are the Clergymen’s Returns of the numbers of 
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baptisms, marriages, and burials between 1821 and 1830. They 
are preserved among the Home Office records in the Public Re- 
cord Office. 


Yours faithfully, 


H. O. Johnson, Jr, 
For Secretary. 


REPORT OF RECORD SEARCHER, MINNIE BOYD, 
KENT CO., MAIDSTONE, ENGLAND. 


Mr. C..R. Pietyysec., 
35k29 S. Marshfield Ave., 
Chicago 9, Illinois, U.S.A. 


Dear Sir: 


The name of William Piety, 1818, was found recorded in the 
town clerk’s records at the town of Hythe, Kent Co., England. 
Aliso recorded there was a Thomas Piety who leased three acres 
of land from the town of Hythe for farming purposes in 1774, and 
an Ann Piety, living in Church Hill, 1836 to 1845, There was an 
Austin Piety, 1778, son of Thomas Piety, Kent Co. An Austen 
Piety, (widower) 1778, May 10, married Sarah Judd at Newington, 
Kent County. 

This is the Rev. Austen Piety and the British Army Officer, 
and is believed to be the same Piety that is listed as “Austin” 
1778, with a misspelled name. His father, Rev. Thomas Piety, 
is recorded Feb. 12, 1772. There is another record of Rev. 
Thomas Piety, dated Sept. 3, 1776. Here Rev. Thomas Piety’s 
wife’s name is recorded as Mary Streatley. 

The pictures of Rev. Austen and Thomas and Mary Piety are 
reproductions that appeared in a newspaper account some years 
ago, giving names and family records of early Kent County resi- 
dents. 

The record of John Piety shows that on Oct. 9, 1778, he was 
commissioned a Fifth Lieutenant in the British Navy. Reference 
to the muster books of the H;M.S. Alexander (ADM 36/9010) 
shows that John Piety and William Pierre, his servant, were 
entered on the books on Oct. 9, 1778, and were discharged 
(whither, not stated) on June 4, 1779. 
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Rev. Austen Piety, Kent Co., England 


Rev. Austen (or Austin) was preacher, British Army Officer; 
married Sarah Judd, May 10, 1778 in Kent County, England, and 
he is believed to be the Austin Piety who married Sarah (Polke) 
Piety sometime in 1762 at Fort Pitt in the American Colonies 
and was the father of Elizabeth, born 1763; Nancy, born 1765; 
Sarah, born 1768, and Thomas, born December, 1770 at Fort 
Pitt, Virginia, now, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
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EXTRACTS FROM GRAY’S ELEGY 


Beneath those rugged elms, that yew-tree’s shade, 
Where heaves the turf in many a moul’ring heap, 
Each in his narrow cell for ever laid, 
The rude Forefathers of the hamlet sleep. 


The breezy call of incense-breathing morn, 

The swallow twitt’ring from the straw-built shed, 
The cock’s shrill clarion, or the echoing horn, 

No more shall rouse them from their lowly bed. 


For them no more the blazing hearth shall burn, 
Or busy housewife ply her evening care: 

No children run to lisp their sire’s return, 
Or climb his knees the envied kiss to share. 


Let not Ambition mock their useful toil, 
Their homely joys, and destiny obscure; 

Nor Grandeur hear with a disdainful smile 
The short and simple annals of the poor. 


The boast of heraldry, the pomp of pow’r, 

And all the beauty, all that wealth e’er gave, 
Awaits alike the inevitable hour: 

The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 
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AMERICAN RECORDS OF THE PIETY FAMILY 


After our examination of the above British Records, let us 
resume our records of Austin Piety and his descendants in the 
U.S.A. Fragments of the genealogy of the Piety line is contained 
in “A History of the Polk Family and Kinsmen” by W. H. Polk. 
By way of reference, page 355 reveals the following interesting 
and pertinent information: 
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me: 


“Charles Polke, Indian trader, had a store located at the 
north bend of the Potomac River in Frederick County, Mary- 
land. Descending the Ohio River with their families to Ken- 
tucky, the Polkes planted new homes in the wilderness, Some 
of thern remained in Kentucky the balance of their lives, but 
others moved on to Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, ana sections 
still farther to the west and southwest. | 

Charles Polke was one of the two oldest sons of William 
Polke, Sr. (2nd son of Robert and Magdalene Polke) by his 
first wife, Nancy Knox. Charles Polke died in 1753 in Mary- 
land where Hancock now stands. He was born in Somerset 
County, Maryland between 1700 and 1710. In his will, Charles 
calls his wife ‘Christian’, family name, ‘Mattson’, sister of 
Ralph Mattson. Charles Polke and Christian Matson were 
married about 1735 in Somerset County, Maryland. In his 
will he mentions: . 

Sarah, born 1736 
William " 1738 
Edmond "' 1740 
Thomas "" 1742 
Charles " 11744 
John in ISAG7 


Reference Page 361: 


“Captain Polke, at his home at Cross Creck in Virginia, 
grew restive and determined to follow the tide. He hada 
wife and two children, and with them his sister, Sarah Piety 
and her children, his brothers, William, Edmond, and Thomas, 
reinforced by quite a party of friends and neighbors, set out 
in the spring of 1780 for Kentucky. The party traveled to- 
gether in flat boats.” 
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Reference Page 365: 
“Sarah Polke married Austin Piety about 1762, and they 
had four children: 
Elizabeth, born 1763 


Nancy Mees 1 765 
Sarah "Yor 1768 
Thomas December 1770 at Fort Pitt. 


Austin Piety is said to have been an officer in the British 
Army and a man of large wealth, a son of Thomas Piety of 
Lancastershire, England. 

After immigrating to Kentucky, Mrs. Sarah (Polke) Piety 
resided with her daughter, Mrs. Benjamin Cox, and her grand- 
daugher, Mrs. James Ballard until the time of her death in 
1835, 

Of the four Piety children, Elizabeth Piety married James 
McDonald; Nancy married socherd Massey, August 20, 1890; 
Sarah (Sally) Piety married Benjamin Cox. Nese andatite of 
Elizabeth (Piety) McDonald and Nancy (Piety) Massey are 
not obtained. Austin Piety’s fourth child, Thomas, born Dec. 
1770, married Miss Mary Duncan on Aug. 6, 1792, and died 
May 17, 1835. Mary Duncan was born Nov. 10, 1771 and died 
June 9, 1855, They lived near Shelbyville, Kentucky until 
after the birth of their last child, then moved to Sullivan 
County, Indiana, and later, in 1814, to Knox County, Indiana. 
Both died there and were partied at the old Mira Creek Chris- 
tian Church grave yard about 15 miles north of Vincennes in 
Widner Township near Oaktown, Indiana.” 


Reference Page 403, Polk Family and Kinsmen: 


“Edmond Polke and brothers, determined to descend the 
Ohio to find homes in a richer and more fertile land, did so 
in the spring of 1780, landing near the Falls of the Ohio, now 
Louisville, where they sojourned a short time. They were 
accompanied by their sister, Sarah (Polke) Piety who had 
married Austin Piety, a British subaltern at Fort Pitt, some 
years before, and who had deserted her and her children and 
returned to England when the Revolutionary War began.” 


OFFICIAL KENTUCKY RECORDS 


Marriage Index of Nelson County, Kentucky 


Thomas Piety married Mary Duncan 8-6-1792 by J. Carman. 
Marriage Certificate shows Thomas Piety and Mary Duncan, 
daughter of James Duncan, date of certificate, July 26, 1792. 
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Nancy Piety married Joshua Massey 8-20, 1790. 

Marriage license shows bondsmen Joshua Massey and William 
Marshall, 
Not inclosed with certificate says; “I hereby certify that Iam 
willing for a license to issue for the marriage of Mr. Joshua 
Massey and my daughter, Nancy Piety. Given under my hand 
and seal this 18th day of August, 1790.” 


Signed - Sarah Piety. 
(The marriage of Elizabeth Piety to James McDonald not shown) 


Deed Book 1, Page 25 (1785) shows: James McDonald sold 200 
acres to Wm Bruce, land owned by preemption on McDonald’s 
Run, a branch of Cox’s Creek, Nelson County, Ky. 

Deed Book 1 (1785) also shows James McDonald sold land to 
Archibald McDonald and wife, Sarah, same location. 

Deed Book 4, Page 766 - Jan. 11, 1793: James McDonald and 
Elizabeth, his wife, sold 200 acres on McDonald’s Run to Michael 
Dougherty. 

The register of wills does not show a will made by any Piety. 

The Hardin County Records show - 

Marriage Record: James Piety married Elenor Harned June 
29, 1818. 

Bk A, P 47: Austin Piety married (name not given) March 12, 
1814, ; 

(Could not find where a McDonald married a Piety nor a will made 
by 2 Piety) 


FIRST CENSUS OF KENTUCKY 
By Heineman and Brumbaugh (Tax List) 


Piety, Sarah - Nelson County, 11-9, 1792. 

Reference: 

Record of marriages in Nelson County, Ky for a period of 
years 1780 to 1851 inclusive by Annie Walker Burns, Page 132: 

“Groom, Piety, Thomas; bride, Duncan, Mary F.; Parent, 

James Duncan. 

Bondsman: George King. Date: July 26, 1792. 
Editor’s note: 

Nelson County, Ky was reduce to form other counties and the 
records scatterred. It seems most of the old records were de- 
stroyed or became lost. For instance, this marriage bond is on 
file, but no record of the marriage could be found. 
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REFERENCE: Polke Family and Kinsmen by W. H. Polke: 


“Sarah Piety (Sally), 3rd child of Austin and Sarah (Polke) 
Piety, was supposed to have been born 1769, married Ben- 
jamin Cox, 1783, who was killed by Indians at the mouth of 
Indian Creek in 1823. He was sixteen and she fourteen years 
of age at time of marriage. They had eleven children: 
Elizabeth Cox, born 1784, died Nov. 1838; married first, 
Joseph Simpson, later, Samuel Miller; Sarah Piety Cox, born 
1-9-1785, died 1-11-1860; Susana Cox, born 9-27-1785, died 
7-21-1885, married Col. James Ballard of Shelby County, 
Kentucky 8-2-1803; Gabriel Squire Cox, born 8-7-1789, died 
11-27-1836; Isaac Cox, Born----, Died----; Joseph Cox, 
born---, died---; Johnathan Piety Cox, born 2-18-1797, died 
2-1-1874; married Rachel Lemen Tigert, 3-6-1817; Austin 
Piety Cox, born 1799, died 1861; John C. Cox, born 1801, 
died 1878; married Eliza Garrett, 2-18-1830; Benjamin Cox, 
born--- died 1887, married Elizabeth Shepherd; Fenetta A. 
Cox, born 1807, died 10-11-1872, married Elbridge Arnold 
12-6-1831. 


Editor's note: Most of the foregoing was copied from “The 
Polk Family and Kinsmen” by W. H. Polk. The Polk history, 
the First Census of Kentucky, and marriate records of Kentucky 
may be found in the Genealogy Division, Chicago Public Library 
at 60 West Walton Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

This Polk History is a well written and remarkable complete 
book and the family a brilliant one. Originally of the nobility, 
they kept their records accurately from the year 1053 A;D. It 
is almost unbelievable how outstanding this family was. Their 
first known ancestor was fulbert the Saxon who was living in 
Normandy in 1053 and was chamberlain to William the Conqueror 
and was the latter when he founght the Battle of Hastings. He 
spent the laiter part of his life with him after the conquest of 
England in 1066. 

In the earlier days of their history several hundred years ago, 
the Polks were known as the “Polioks’”, probably from the name 
of the estate that was given to their ancestor as a reward for his 
services to William the Conqueror. They were famous and 
celebrated before they emigrated to America, and being as pro- 
lific as rabbits, they were already scattered through England, 
Scotland, and Ireland before coming to America. They have the 

blood of the Royal house of the Stuarts and are in direct lineage 
of William of Orange, 

The book lists nearly two dozen generals, and may Colonels 
and officers of lesser rank, a president of the United States, 
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several governors of states, and legislators and professional men 
without number in the Polk Family. They have multiplied and 
spread all over the United States, There have been counties, 
towns, and streets named for them throughout the nation. It is 
interesting to realize that every single Polk or Polke in the 
United States, England, Australia, Africa, and New Zealand is 
descended from that old Fulbert the Saxon who was living in 
Normandy in 1053. 

After reading this book, I will say for our great-great-great 
grandmother, Sarah (Polke) Piety, that she definitely introduced 
some good blood into the Piety strain when she married Austin 
Piety, the first known Piety in the United States. 


FORT PITT 


Inasmuch as Sarah Polke married Austin Piety at Ft. Pitt in 
1762, the American part of the history of the Piety family begins 
here. It might be well to summarize briefly its story. The fort 
was originally Fort Duquesne and was at the junction of the 
Monongahela River and the Allegheny. The site was originally 
Claimed by the French and constituted a main objective in the 
French and English Intercolonial War. The French had for- 
cibly taken it from the Virginia Commonwealth. George Wash- 
inton pronounced the site an exceptionally valuable one to 
Governor Dinwiddie of Virginia in 1753, and in 1754 the for was 
built. Virginia claimed this territory, but in 1781 jurisdiction 
over it was vested in Pennyslvania. While this fort was in proc- 
ess of construction by Virginians, the Frecnh forcibly took and 
finished it and named it for Marquis Deuquesne de Menville, 
Governor of New France. Retreating before General John Forbes 
in 1758, the French burned it. The British reconstructed it as 
Fort Pitt. 


Editor’s note: After giving careful thought to the information 
available, I see no grounds for condemning Austin Piety for re- 
turning to England. First, at the time of his marriage, every 
English speaking person in America was a subject of Great 
Britain and its king. If, as the facts indicate, Austin Pitty was 
an officer in the British Army. He was honor bound by oath and 
upbringing to be loyal to it. He was not born in the colonies as 
his wite had been. If he married Sarah Polke at Fort Pitt (Pitts- 
burgh) in 1762, it was the same year as the close of the French 
and Indian War. He undoubtedly took part in may engagements 
against the Indians and the French, possibly knew George Wash- 
inton personally and probably campaigned with him. It is likely 
that he participated in the battle of Braddock’s Defeat. There is 
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no reason to believe that he was not an honorable and brave 
British officer loyal to his government and king. 

However, one can well imagine the feelings of the in-laws in 
the matter. They possibly resented the marriage of their caugh- 
ter, Sarah to him and might easily have stirred up ill feeling. 
From 1763 to 1776 was a time of bitter differences of opinion in 
matters of politics and patriotic allegiance. One can weil realize 
the family quarrels and differences of opinion all over the colonies 
at this time, differences that divided brother and brother and 
father and son. 

Quite naturally, if one were born in the colonies, grew up in 
an American cabin, made the decision to take his side on the 
Declaration of Independence --if such a one later went over to the 
British side (As Benedict Arnold), there is no other word for it 
but “disloyalty” and “traitor”. Austin Piety is not in this cate- 
gory. The country of his birth was England. His mother and 
father were British, and England was his home. He was a 
sworn officer in the British Army and bound to it by oath. No 
one can say that his course was not honorable. 


THE PIETYS IN THE UNITED STATES 


Thomas Piety (the son of Austin Piety) and two sisters, while 
living a short time in St. Louis, Missouri, met a man named 
Austin Stacy who had come over from England. He met and 
recognized Thomas Piety at first sight because of his resem- 
blance to his father in England. He told him that there was a 
legacy in England belonging to the Piety heirs, Later, a man 
by the name of Fordham, living in the English settlement of 
Kentucky, secured the Power of Attorney and went back to Eng- 
land to inquire about this legacy. This man was with St Claire 
at his defeat, with Mad Anthony Wayne, and also took part in the 
War of 1812. They heard of him afterwards in Wales building 
a railroad. 

There is on record in the Supreme Court of England two cases 
entitled “Piety vs. Lucy” and “Stacy vs. Piety”. Any lawyer with 
a complete set of law books could easily find them. 

The above record was copied from a letter written by William 
D. Piety of Bruceville, Indiana, eleventh child of Thomas and 
Mary (Duncan) Piety. He was at the time of writing this letter 
(1888) 80 years old. 

Elizabeth Piety married James McDonald and moved to 
Gasconnade County, Mo., approximately 75 miles southwest of 
the present city of St. Louis, Missouri. 
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Sarah (Sally) Piety married Benjamin Cox and settled near 
Bardstown, Kentucky. Later she moved to Shelby County, Ky, 
and settled near Frankfort, the present state Capital. 

Nancy Piety married Joshua Massey and settled in Nelson 
County, Ky. 

Thomas Piety, the son, was born Dec. 1770 at Fort Pitt, and 
is said to be the first white child born west of the Allegneny 
Mountains. He was married in 1792 to Mar¢y Duncan who was 
born in 1771. Their children were: 


Austin Piety, born Aug. 19, 1793 
Elizabeth Piety " Dec. 10, 1794 
James D. Piety '' May 1, 1796 

Sarah Piety April 6, 1798 
Robert D. Piety ' Mar. 22, 1800 
Thomas Piety '' May 16, 1801 
Margaret Piety " Jan. 7, 1803 

Samuel D. Piety'"’ Jan. 27, 1804 
Nancy Piety " June 26, 1805 
Ann D, Piety Oat bay LOU T 
William D. Piety Mar. 9, 1808 

Susan D. Piety '" Nov. 16, 1811 
Polly Piety " Feb. 28, 1813 


The preceding record was taken from a book once owned by 
Thomas Piety, who possibly wrote it. The book is now in the 
possession of James C. Piety, a great grandson of “homas Piety 
who settled in Knox County, Indiana a short distance north of 
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Entrance gate to 
Mira Creek Christian Church and graveyard 
near Oaktown, Indiana. 
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Grave stone of Thomas Piety, Grave stone of Mary D. Piety 


Sr. in Mira Creek Church in Mira Creek Church grave- 
graveyard, yard, 
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Austin Piety - 1793 
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James D, Piety - 1796 


Robert D. Piety - 1800 


Thomas Piety - 1801 
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Margaret Piety - 1803 
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Samuel D. Piety - 1804 
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James D. Piety 
Boyhood, Bardstown, Ky. 
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William D. Piety in later 
years of life, being past 
80 yrs. of age. 
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The Author 
Yours Truly C. R. Piety 


In service uniform, 1910, P. I. (MP). The tree isa tropical 
pau pau or papaya. The snake skin shown; 10 feet, 4 1/2 inches 
long, was killed by the author with the gun he has in his hand. 
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The Co-Author 


Very Truly Yours James C. Piety 
1869 - 1952 


Metropolitan Lodge 860, A.F. and A.M. and wife, Julie (Mar- 
kel) Piety, a grand daughter of Abraham Markel who built the 
old Markel Waterpower Mill at North Terre Haute, Indiana, in 
1817. 
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The old Markel Mill 
This mill burned down Sept. 19, 1938. 
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AUSTIN PIETY (2nd) 
Born August 19, 1793 


Austin Piety was the oldest child of Thomas and Mary (Duncan) 
Piety and was born in Kentucky near Bardstown. He waz a soldier 
during the War of 1812, having served in Capt. Solomon Branden- 
burg’s Co., 3rd Regiment (Miller’s), Kentucky Militia. He was 
honorably discharged, a private, September 12, 1812. 

Austin Piety first settled at Bardstown, Ky. where his first 
child, Sarah, was born to Mary (Miller) Piety. Sarah was born 
February 14, 1809 and died April 24, 1877. He later married 
Polly Ann, (last name unknown) March 12, 1814. Their first two 
children were born in Kentucky. Later they moved to Perry 
County, Indiana, where two more children were born. These 
children were: Robert, born Jan. 17, 1815; died 1878; Winfield, 
born in March 1816, died in 1841; Thomas, born in 1819, died 
during the Civil War from measles, 1863; Phoebe Piety, born 
1823, died of cancer on lip, 1871. 

Austin Piety was a prosperous farmer who farmed 350 acres 
of land in Perry County. Ind. One fall he loaded a large flat boat 
load of corn and started down the Ohio River to New Orleans to 
market. He never returned, and his family never heard from him 
afterward. 

The U. S. Census for Perry County in 1820 shows: 


1 male, age 26 to 45 years. 
3 males "' under 10 " 
1 female" 16 to 26 WY 
1 female" 10 to 15 i 
1 female" under 10 " 


The 1830 Census for Vigo County, Indiana, shows the Austin 
Piety family: 


2 males, age 15 to 20 years. 
1 male Asma oo Tae seg. 
Liiemaice” 40 to 0. 
2females'"' under 15 " 


According to these census figures, he seemingly went down the 
Ohio to New Orleans sometime between 1820 and 1830, for he is 
not here listed. The mystery of his silence and disappearance 
was a closed one until this writer, after much searching of re- 
cords, learned the following: 

The U. S. Census for New Orleans in 1830 gives the family 
of A. Piety, Age 30 to 40 as follows: 
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A. Piety age 30 to 40. 


1 male A PR eG AUT 
1 maie YAO te 30 , 
2males " 30 to 40. 
1 male lhe a Aree ee 


2females under 50. , 

2 females, age 50 to 50. 
1females " 20 to30. 
lfemale " 30 to 40. 


There was a small clipping found in a New Orleans paper, 
dated August, 1893 which stated that Austin Piety in a few days 
would celebrate his 100th birthday. Accordint to rumor and 
hearsay, he lived in close association with a De Clouet family. 
According to old New Orleans records of former names of 
streets, a sub-division of Alexander De Clouet contained three 
streets; “Clouet”, “Louisa”, and “Piety”. A transcript was 
found that stated “Piety Street”? was so named because it had been 
the name of an elderly man who had lived in the parish and was 
well liked by all the children who knew him. 

The mystery of his trip to New Orleans and never afterward 
returning to or communicating with his family will never be 
explained or clarified, for those who might be able to throw some 
light on the matter have long since gone to their graves. 

Elberta (Yeager) Vanguilder has a letter written by Polly 
Piety, her great grandmother. It was postmarked, Troy, Indiana, 
and was addressed to her father, Nicholas Yeager and signed: 
Your loving grandmother, POLLY PIETY. This letter inquires 
as to how his father, Vincent Yeager is getting along building 
the Christian Church, asks why Robert has not written and ex- 
pressed a willingness to pay them a visit, if some one would 
come after her. This Polly Piety was a step-grandmother to 
Nicholas Yeager, his own grandmother being Austin Piety’s 
first wife, Mary (Miller) Piety. A record of her can be found in 
an early History of Sullivan County by Wolfe, Volume 2, page 138. 

The mother, Polly, and son, Winfield, moved back to Perry 
County before 1840, for they are listed in the Perry County 
Census of 1840. Thomas Piety (3rd) married Janie Wilson, May 
12, 1842, and moved back to Perry County soon after his marriage. 

Winfield married and was the father of two girls, Susan and 
Polly Piety. He and his mother, Polly Piety, are buried near 
Troy, Indiana. 

Thomas Piety (3rd) lived in Perry County until after the birth 
of his first three children, Mary, Scott, and Kate; then moved 
back to Prairie Creek, where the rest of his children were born 
and his wife, Janie died of typhoid fever December 27, 1858, He 
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was married a second time to Dorcas King, August 25, 1859, and 
one son was born to this union, Thomas W. Piety, Jr. Thomas 
Piety (3rd) died during the Civil War of meaxies at No 1 General 
Hospital, Danville, Kentucky, Jan. 1, 1863. He was sent home 
and buried in Lykin Graveyard beside his first wife, Janie. His 
second wife died January 1, 1873 and is buried at the Lykins 
Graveyard. His son, Thomas, Jr., born August 14, 1860, died 
Jan. 23, 1924, and is buried at Center Ridge Cemetery, Sullivan, 
Indiana. 

The children of Austin Piety (2nd), Robert, Thomas, and 
Phoebe, are all three buried in the Lykins Graveyard, one 
fourth mile south of Vigo, Indiana. Sarah is buried in West Lawn 
Cemetery at the west edge of Prairie Creek, (commonly known 
as, Middletown) beside her husband, Vincent Yeager. 

Winfield Piety is buried near Troy, Indiana. 

The pictures of Austin, Robert D., Thomas, and Samuel D. 
Piety were among the Robert Piety collection. Susan Piety, 
daughter of Thomas (3rd), was raised by her Uncle Robert. She 
married Calvin Hanley, a son of Robert Piety’s fourth and last 
wife, Janie, and continued to live in the old home until the death 
of Janie in 1901. The pictures were then given to her brother, 
known as Little Bob. He was also raised by his Uncle Robert 
who was their legal guardian. Little Bob always said that Uncle 
Bobbie was his best friend and really the only father he ever 
knew. 


ROBERT PIETY, 1815-1878 


Robert Piety (2nd) was born January 17, 1815 in Nelso County, 
Kentucky. His family moved to Perry County, Indiana, and are 
registered in the 1820 census of Perry County. He married in 
Perry County, but in 1833 moved to Vigo County, Indiana, locat- 
ing on a farm one fourth mile south and a fourth mile west of 
Vigo where he spent the remainder of his years and died Decem- 
ber 21, 1878. He became a prosperous farmer, owning at one 
time, including a farm near Sedalia, Missouri, approximately 
1500 acres of land. 

His home was located on the National Old Trails Road, known 
as the old Army Road, ans was the oldest road in the country and 
the route of supply for the Army from old Fort Harrison to 
Vincennes, Indiana. This old road followed the bluff and varied 
in some places fromthe present road. This is known because 
along that trail for years afterward, volunteer Wheat and corn 
would grow. This grew along the route where the original seed 
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was lost by the wagon trains which used it. 

Dug Hill was a short distance south on this trail and was so 
named because it was a steep bluff that had to be dug down by 
General William Henry Harrison’s soldiers in order that the 
wagon trains could pass over it. 

A short distance south of Dug Hill is a stream of water named 
Wagoner’s Defeat. This was the site of an Indian Massacre in 
1812. The traditions in regard to the massacre of Lieut. Fair- 
banks, from whom the township and village of Fairbanks are 
named, are substantially as follows: Near the close of the siege 
of Fort Harrison in 1812, Captain Taylor sent two men to Vin- 
cennes for supplies and to inform Gen. Harrison of that eventful 
crisis, Lieut. Fairbanks with a squad of soldiers was sent to 
guard a wagon drawn by a four-horse team and loaded with flour 
and meat driven by a man named John Black. On their way up, 
at a place not far from the narrows of the Wabash River and 
three miles west of the present village of Fairbanks, they were 
suddenly attacked by indians and all killed but three who managed 
to escape. One soldier by the name of Ingram, who was detailed 
from Capt.Al bright’s Co. at Fort Knox, fought bravely and with 
desperation stood his ground, yelling to his companions to stand 
and fight, but he could not rally them. At last, after having killed 
two or three indians, he fell victim to savage fury, being over- 
come by numbers. 

Lieut. Fairbanks was killed, and he, too, is supposed to have 
fought with desperation. His sword was found a number of years 
later, stuck in the ground by a log. It was richly ornamented 
with silver mountings on the handle and a fine silver chain attach- 
ed to it, but the wood was rotted off the handle. This relic was 
sent to the State Museum at Indianapolis. 

Mr. Purdue, another soldier of the wagon guard, when the 
fray began, shot at the indians and ran away, loading his gun as 
he was running. Three indians started after him, but he shot at 
them and one less came after him each time he fired. At last 
there was only one indian following him, and running until he came 
to a bank, while he was loading his gun to shoot again, the indian 
ran away. 

Purdue had been shot several times, but only slightly wounded 
He escaped, and the wounds healed without the bullets ever being 
removed. He came back and lived in this country several years 
afterward. 

When the firing began, John Black, who was driving the team, 
tried to stop the horses, but the leaders broke loose and ran 
away. He then went to get his gun from the wagon, but by the 
time he got it, the indians had unhitched the wheel horses and had 
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mounted them and were riding off. He shot at them and then 
ran away and hid himself between two logs covered with grape 
vines. 

The indians came to near where he was concealed and sat on 
the horses and talked, but still hearing yelling and shooting, 
they returned to the wagon. They were only gone a short time, 
and then they returned and took up the search again. However, 
they never found him, so after sitting and talking a little while, 
they went away. 

Black afterwards remarked that he thought he could hear his 
heart beat when they were so close and looking for him. He 
lay there until after dark and then slipped out. Disguising him- 
self with mud, he started back and reached Fort Knox in safety. 

The record of this massacre was taken from “A History of 
Green and Sullivan County,” dated 1884, Page 468. This is 
published by Goodspeed Bros. and Co., Chicago, 1884. 

The earliest known white settlers in this territory was a 
family named Lykins. They owned land around the present 
Lykins Graveyard and gave the land for the present cemetery 
which bears their names. 

Robert Piety, from whose story we have digressed in order 
to give an old historical background to the country in which he 
settled, became a prosperous hog raiser. He used to breed and 
raise his own hogs. On the corn produced on his farm, he fat- 
tened them, killed, dressed, and hauled them to market. Many 
days were spent in winter butchering and hauling load after load 
to market in Terre Haute, Indiana. 

He was married four times as follows: 


Matilda, ----- born 1815, died 1848 
Sarah Dean, born 1818; died 1891 
Elizabeth Jane, born 1825; died 1861. 
Janie Hanley, born 1827; died 1901. 


Robert Piety, son of Austin and Polly Ann Piety, was the father 
of six children, as follows: Austin Harrison, Nancy, Mary Ann, 
William, Matilda, and Carried E. Piety. Matilda, Robert’s first 
wife, was the mother of Austin, Nancy, Mary Ann, William, and 
Matilda. Elizabeth Jane was the mother of Carrie E, Piety. 


AUSTIN H. PIETY (3rd) 1839 - 1908 


Austin Harrison Piety, son of Robert and Matilda Piety was 
born in 1849. He was a Civil War soldier with a rather brilliant 
record. According to War Department records, he was promoted 
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Robert and Matilda 
In the prairie Schooner that brought 
them from Perry County to Vigo 
County in 1838. 
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Sarah Dean, second 
wife of Robert Piety. 
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f The Lykins home, 
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Seated left to right: Cora Alice, Ruth (All) Piety, and William 
H. Piety 
Standing left to right: Robert, Louisa Helena, Ulysses Grant, 
and Matilda Piety. 


Capt. Austin H. Piety, 1865 
on his favorite mount, Co G, 
7th Indiana Volunteer Cavalry. 


31 


Yoil .H ntiavA to yYictst ofT 
snatitiv bas ydetd (1A) dau s9HA #109 ; 


 qioit 
a ee saa - 


Yor shitisM bas 


th oy: Te Hi | aes rt oid 


to Corporal in Co. *E” 31st Indiana Infantry and was discharged 
a Corporal in 1862 at St. Louis, Missouri. He re-enlisted at 
Terre Haute, Indiana in the 7th Indiana Volunteer Cavalry and 
was promoted to Sergeant-Major. Later he was commissioned 
a 2nd Lieutenant and was finally raised to the rank of Captain, 
Co G, 7th Indiana Cavairy, and was honorably discharged a 
Captain August 19, 1865. 

He married Ruth All in January 1858. She died in April 1914 
and was buried at West Lawn Cemetary near Prairie Creek, 
Indiana. They were the parents of six children, as follows: 
William, Mary Matilda, Cora Alice, Ulyssus Grant, Louisa 
Helena, and Robert. 

Austin was an implement and hardware dealer on South Fourth 
Street near Ohio Street in Terre Haute, Indiana until about 1875, 
and it is here that his family was raised. He went to Topeka, 
Kansas in 1878, and while there, his picture appeared on the 
front of a sportsman’s magazine as an expert rifleman. He 
moved to Georgetown, Texas in 1882 and was while there onc- 
sidered the champion wing shot of Texas. He moved from Texas 
to Sedalia, Missouri, thence to Guthrie, Oklahoma, where he 
died Sept. 20, 1908. He was buried in Summit View Cemetary, 
Lot 95, Block 36, Guthrie, Oklahoma, a peculiarity about his 
grave being that he has two tombstones, one a government one 
which says: “Corporal Austin H. Piety, Co. E, 31st Indiana In- 
fantry. The other, a larger and darker colored stone has a 
sloping top, and on this top it says, “Captain A. H. Piety, ties Cas 
7th Cavalry, Indiana, 1839 - 1908.” 

He was a member of Hantranst Post, G.A.R., Guthrie, Okla- 
homa, and his honarary title, “Colonel” was conferred by this 
lodge. 

Austin H. was married a second time to Minnie A. Howe, date 
not known exactly, but probably around 1878. To this marriage 
one son, Roscoe Henry Piety, was born. Minnie A. Piety died 
in Tacoma, Washington, May 6, 1926. 

Roscoe married Lottie Lorena Abbett of Wichita, Kansas at 
Guthrie, Oklahoma, October 14, 1907. They had one son, Eugene 
Austin Piety, who was born at Wichita, Kansas, Feb. 13, 1911. 
He was living in Honolulu, Nov. 24, 1953. 

Eugene Austin Piety married Robbin Kier at Tacoma, Wash- 
ingten, Dec. 5, 1937. They had two children, John Peter Piety, 
born Feb. 14, 1938, and Robbin Peggy Piety, born Oct. 15, 1942. 
They are living with their mother in Tacoma, Washington. 

Eugene and Robbin were divorced in 1948, and later Eugene 
married Luceal Frances Lackland Wyant of Kansas City, Mo. 
They were married in San Francisco, Calif, Oct. 30, 1948 and 
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are living in Honolulu at the present time. 

Lottie Lorena (Abbott) Piety, mother of Eugene and wife of 
Roscoe A. was born in Kiowa County, Kansas, Nov. 3, 1887. She 
is living with her son in Honolulu at the present writes. 

The following extract is a little personal data furnished by 
Austin L. Piety who remembered little sketches of his grand- 
father, Austin H. as were told him from time to time by his 
grandmother and his father. 


“According to all I can gather from what has been told me 
by grandmother and Dad, Grandpa Austin H. Piety was around 
six feet tall, a big, handsome man of the type easily liked by 
both men and women. He had a remarkable physique and 
unusual athletic ability. My grandmother told of an event in 
which there were several hundred men gathered and different 
athletic contests started. Grandpa won the running hop, step, 
and jump against all competitors. My father has often told 
me that when he was twenty-one, he feli so cocksure of his 
strength on his birthday that he challeng red grandpa toa 
wrestling match. Now Dad was exceptionally strong and 
muscular, but grandpa consented to wrestle him very re- 
luctantly and only after much teasing and dares. He quickly 
threw Dad to the ground and pinned him there, just to let him 
know, he remarked afterwards, that he was not a man yet, 
even though he was twenty-one years old.” 


The 9th U. S. Cenus of Priarie Creek, Indiana, 1870, gives 
the following data on the family of Austin H. Piety and wife, 
Ruth (All Piety): 


Austin Piety, age 30. 


Ruth ‘, ie D. 

William Henry Harrison Piety, Age 10. 
Mary Matilda M 3. 
Cora Alice ui ay 4, 
Ulysses Grant Piety _ 2. 


WILLIAM H. PIETY 


William H. Piety was born July 24, 1860, died Sept. 21, 1910, 
and was buried in West Lawn Cemetery. He married, first, 
Hallie De Ballantyne, and next, Minnie McGlauthlin. One son, 


| Ralph was born to the second union. Ralph married Edith Sears 


near Des Arc, Ark. Their children were Mary Ruth, Harrison, 
and Edward Piety, the two latter being later, veterans of the 
korean War. Ralph Piety died near Des Arc, Ark., and was 
buried in Biscoe Cemetary, Biscoe, Ark. 
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MARY MATILDA PIETY 


Mary Matilda Piety was born April 5, 1863; died in 1919. She 
married William Osborne. They both lived and died in Topeka, 
Kansas, and were the parents of five children; Don Waldo, Ruth, 
Edna, Nan, and Dr. Lindsay Osborn. 


CORA ALICE PIETY 


Cora Alice Piety was born January 30, 1866 and died June 2, 
1942, She was buried at Montezuma, Indiana. She was three 
times married; first to Michael Kennedy, buried at St. Joseph, 
Illinois; second to William Brown, buried at Hixon, Indiana, and 
third to James Manwaring. There were no children from any 
of these marriages. 


ULYSSES GRANT PIETY 


Ulysses Grant (Tude) Piety was born June 8, 1868, and is, at 
the time of this writing, living near Hazen, Arkansas, in good 
health and surprisingly active at the age of 87. He was four 
times married; first to Georgie Morse who is buried in Cypress 
Lawn Cemetery near San Francisco, California. They were the 
parents of two children Austin L. and Georgie M. Piety. Austin 
L. was born Apr. 18, 1899, and Georgie M. Jan 20, 1901. He 
at Point Arena, Calif. and she at San Pedro. Calif. 

Austin L. Piety (4th) lives in San Francisco, California. He 
has been married twice and is the father of six children, as 
follows: by his first wife,Alice Farrar; Lewis G., Born Mar. 
4, 1929; Philip A., Dec. 8, 1930; Harold R., Dec. 16, 16S Bh 
Richard L., Dec. 19, 1932; and Sandra M. Piety, Aug. 13, 1934. 
By his second wife, Helen (Mozkjallo) Piety he has one children, 
Robert A. Piety born Aug. 28, 1950, San Francisco, Calif, 

Georgie M. Piety married first, Ollie H. Gay and later, Dr. 
John E, Madden. There were no children by either of these 
marriages. 

Ulysses Grant’s second wife was Mary Gilchrist. They were 
shortly divorced. His third wife was Minnie Tweedy, She is 
buried near Paris, Illinois. His fourth wife was Mary Sczypt. 
She is living with her husband at present near Hazen, Ark. They 
are the parents of two sons, Marion and Clayton Piety who are 
Air Force Veterans of the Korean War, 


LOUISA HELEN PIETY 


Louisa Helena (Lula) Piety was born Jan, 18, 1870. At the 
moment of this writing is living in Terre Haute, Indiana, 
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in reasonably good health at the age of 85. She married Timothy 
Donovan who was born in February, 1860 and Died Dec. 6, 1933 
and was buried in Calvary Cemetery at Terre Haute, Indiana. 
They were the parents of nine children, as follows: 


Paul B. Donovan, born May 8, 1892. 

Lucille Donovan, born Feb. 11, 1894. 

Mary Ruth Donovan, born March 22, 1896. 
John Timothy Donovan, born May 8, 1898. 
Elizabeth Frances Donovan, born Aug. 8, 1900. 
Robert Joseph Donovan, born Aug. 2, 1902. 
Bertha Margaret Donovan, born Sept. 30, 1904. 
Richard Louis Donovan, born March 10, 1908. 
Henry Thomas Donovan, born June 1, 1910. 


P i* {> > A « 
ROBERT PIETY 1692134 


Robert Piety, born January 29, 1874, married Emma Pothast 
January 24, 1896. She died September 20, 1946 and is buried at 
Little Rock, Arkansas. They were the parents of one child, Helen, 
who died in Infancy. Robert aged 81 years. Died Aug. 1955, 


SARAH DEAN 


Sarah Dean, wife of the older Robert Piety (2nd) was born in 
1818 and died in 1851. She was his second wife, but no children 
were born to this union. 

The 1850 cenus of Prairie Creek, Indiana lists: 


Robert Piety, age 35. 


Sarah x " 33. 
Austin " "a rtd. 
Nancy " Bondi 
Mary Ann Se Gg 
William "' ane, 


NANCY PIETY 


Nancy Piety was born in 1842 and died in 1903. She married 


_ William Stranahan, who was born Jan. 1, 1832 and died Aug. 2, 


1913 at the age of 81. They are both buried in Lykins Cemetery. 
William Stranahan was a Civil War soldier. The War Depart- 
ment records reveal that he was enrolled at Terre Haute, Indiana 
in 1862 in Co. F, 85th Regiment of Indiana Volunteer Infantry 
and was honorably discharged a private, 1865 at Mc Dougal 
Hospital, New York Harbor. They were the parents of five 
children; William, Robert, Gertrude, Clemmie, and Audie. 
William Stranahan was born 1864 and died Feb. 1, 1888. He 
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was never married. William and his brother, Robert, contracted 
pneumonia while working in the Wabash River bottoms building 
a log raft. They both died. 

Robert was born in 1866 and died Feb. 12, 1888. This Robert 
should not be confused with the Robert Stranahan that is buried 
near the northeast corner of the Lykins Graveyard and has a 
government stone with says: “Robert Stranahan, Co E, 31st 
Indiana Infantry. That Robert was an uncle for whom he was 
named. 

Robert and William are buried near the northwest corner of 
the yard near where their sister Gerirude’s monument stands. 

Robert married Ella Newlin in 1883 at the age of 17. Ella was 
born April 3, 1867 and was 16 years of age at the time of her 
marriage. She was living at the time of this writing (1951). To 
this union were born two children, Ophie and Grace Stranahan. 
Ophie married Lerie Hamilton. They were the parents of two 
children; Florey Agnes and Robert Melvin Stranahan. 

Grace married Albert Greenwood, and from this marriage 
three children were born; Thelma, Alvin LeRoy, and Bonnie 
Frances Greenwood. Ella was married a second time to Arthur 
De Vol in 1894, Arthur was a son of John De Vol from a pioneer 
family near Prairie Creek. The family names were as follows: 
John De Vol and wife, Harriet De Vol with children, George, 
Josie, Clara, Frank, Charlie, Clarence, Arthur, and Gilbert 
De Vol, all now deceased. | 

George De Vol was a Christian minister and preached the 
funeral of his younger brother, Clarence. One thing I remember 
of this funeral was his remark, “The same hand that rocked 
Clarence in his infancy rocked me.” 

John De Vol and his son Arthur were both carpenters and 
helped in the building of the Christian church at Middletown 
(Prairie Creek). 

There were born to Ella and Arthur De Vol three children; 
Frances Harriet, Bonnie Delores, and Paul De Vol. Bonnie 
Delores died in Chicago May 5, 1947 of a heart attack. The 
others areliving at the time of this writing (1951). 

Gertrude Stranahan was born 1868 and died in 1895. She 
married Ruben Brown and they had five children, Effie, Wade, 
Dorph, Harry, and Mabel Brown. 

Effie married Vernor Liffick. They are the parents of one 
son, Dorph W. Liffick. 

Wade married Lora Bailey and there were three children; 
Ruby, June, and William Brown. 

Dorph Brown married Louise Troxel. One son was born, 
Raymonc They were divorced and he later married Helen Zal. 
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From this union one daughter, Helen,was born. 

Harry Brown married Mabel Flesher and was the father of 
one son, Wilfred K. Brown. 

Mabel Brown married Irwin Prevoe who died January 29, 1944. 
She later married Thomas Weir. There were no children. 

Clemmie Stranahan was born July 25, 1872 and died May 10, 
1944, She was twice married; first, to James E. McCutcheon, 
and second, to Samuel Burnham. There were six children, as 
follows; Thomas, Lawrence, Estel, Austin, Eleanor, and Kathryn. 

Thomas Gussie Stranahan died in the service of the U. S. 
Marines at Quampico, Virginia and was sent home and buried 
in the Lykins Graveyard. When his mother died May 10, 1944, 
she was buried beside him. Lawrence McCutcheon is living at 
the time of this writing (1950). Austin Burnham died when he 
was Small. Eleanor Burnham married Otto Hinzleman. A son, 
Otto Earl was four years old when she died. The date of her 
death was not reported. The rest are living at this writing. 

Audie Stranahan married May Powers. He was the father of 
the following children: Lex, Etta, Faye, and Alfretta, all of whom 
are living at this writing. May died August 4, 1951, but Audie 
is living at this writing. He was born Aug, 29, 1875. 

Mary Ann Piety was born in 1844. Her father, Robert Piety, 
bought a farm near Sedalia, Missouri in 1864. She married and 
moved to this farm where she died in 1867. Her husband’s name 
and children, if any, are not reported. 

William Piety, born 1847 was three years old according to 
the U. S. Census in 1850. He died April 14, 1865 at the age of 
13 years, 6 months and 13 days according to the lettering on his 
stone in Lykins Graveyard, 

Matilda Piety was born in 1848. She died Jan. 19, 1859, aged 
one year and five months. She was buried in the Lykins Grave- 
yard. It is said that her mother Matilda died as the result of 
her birth. 


SARAH DEAN 


Robert Piety’s (2nd) second wife was Sarah Dean. She is 
listed in the 1850 census as Sarah, wife of Robert, 33 years old. 
Her stone at the Lykins Graveyard says, “Sarah Dean” born 1818. 
died 1851. There were no children born to this marriage. 


ELIZABETH JANE 


Elizabeth Jane, third wife of Robert Piety, according to her 
stone was born in 1825 and died 1861. She was mother of one 
child, Carrie Emily Piety who was born December 13, 1859 and 
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died March 18, 1933. She married Emanuel Clark, and they 
were the parents of one son, Herbert Clark, who is now living. 
Emanuel Clark was born May 2, 1855 and died March 15, 1933. 
He and his wife C. Emily (Piety) Clark are both buried in the 
Lykins graveyard one fourth mile south of Vigo, Indiana. Emanuel 
was a prosperous farmer and hog raiser, owning over 400 acres 
of land near Vigo, Indiana. He was converted early after his 
marriage and joined the Pleasant Valley United Brethren Church 
and became a Sunday School Superintendent, a postition he held 
until his death. At his funeral in the church, many who had at- 
tended his Sunday school in the early days and those children 
who had been attending his present Sunday school wept at his 
bier, and when the song, “I Will Meet You in the Morning Just 
Inside the Eastern Gate” was sung, there was a profound silence 
maintained. His motto was that the Sunday School is the Largest 
school system in the world, and the bible is its text book, SO, 
READ IT. His idea of the most deadly Sins were seven in number: 


Politics ... without... Principle. 
Pleasure .. without... conscience. 
Knowledge . without ... character, 
Wealth ... without... work. 
Business .. without... morality. 
Science ... without... humanity. 
Worship... without ... sacrifice. 


“I think when I read that sweet story of old, 

When Jesus was here among men, 

How He called little children as lambs to His fold, 
I should like to have been with them then. 

I wish that His hands had been placed on my head, 
That His arm had been thrown around me, 

And that I might have seen His kind look when He said, 
‘Let the little ones come unto Me.’ ” 


JANIE HANLEY 


Robert Piety’s fourth and last wife was Janie Hanley, born 
1827, died Jan. 9, 1901. There were no children born to this 
union. The first three wives of Robert are buried in the Lykins 
Graveyard beside him. The fourth and last is buried in West 
Lawn, and on her stone it Says, “Wife of Ephraim Hanley”. He 
was buried some where near Paris, Illinois. The 1870 census 
gives her name, Mary J., 44 years old and her children by a 
previous marriage, Xenia Ann Hanley, 25 years old and Calvin 
Hanley, 19 years old. 
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Xenia Ann Hanley married Daniel S. Kester. She was the 
mother of the following seven children: Lola (Kester) Vanguilder, 
Roscoe C. Kester, Arre] Kester, Homer D. Kester, Flaude 
(Kester) Weeks, Grimpa Kester and Vern Kester. 


THE VIGO SCHOOL SYSTEM 


The first Vigo school, a log house, was located a short dis- 
tance east of the present little brick school on the north side of 
the road. This school was replaced in 1864 by a frame school 
built by the Isaac Rynerson Lane on the north side of the road. 
It was closed when the little brick school was built about 1884 
and stood unused until around 1888 and was then moved down the 
lane and across the north and south highway on land belonging 
to Emanuel and Carrie E. (Piety) Clark. It was used for a 
church until the church at Vigo was built in 1895 and was known 
as the old Whitewash church. The new church at Vigo, being 
the Pleasant Valley United Bretheren church. The old White- 
wash church was later moved and remodeled into a dwelling in 
Vigo. 

Robert Piety(2nd) used to tell an amusing story of his early 
years in Vigo County. Shortly after his moving to Vigo County, 
an old indian who lived across the way died, and his relatives 
came to Robert to borrow a wagon for what he thought was to 
take the dead indian to their burying ground. Instead, they load- 
ed the dead indian on the wagon and took him a very short dis- 
tance southwest of Robert’s house out on the prairie where they 
unhitched the horses and left the dead indian in the wagon. Robert 
had no other choice but to go and bury the dead indian and bring 
his wagon back home. 

There was no tribe of indians who permanently lived in this 
section, but it was used as a hunting ground for two tribes, the 
Weas and the Miamis. There were a few straggling indians who 
lived there from time to time. 

To digress from this history for a moment, I will give the 
following, which I copied from a farm magazine while visiting 
in the southwest. 

“Here’s why red man says, ‘white man heap crazy.’ ” There 
were pictures of a dilapidated house and a washed away field. 
There was an invitation to its readers, “Tell your own story of 
the two pictures.” An Oklahoma indian won over 2604 con- 
testants with the following: 


“Both pictures show white man crazy; make big tepee, 
plow hill. Water wash, wind blow soil, grass all gone, squaw 
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gone, papoose, too. No chuck away, no pig, no corn, no cow, 
no pony. Indian no plow land, keep grass, buffalo eat, indian 
eat buffalo, hide make tepee and moccasins, too. Indian no 
make terrace, no build dam, no give damn, all time eat, no 
hunt job, no hitch hike, no ask relief, no shoot pig. Great 
Spirit make grass, Indian no waste anything, Indian no work. 
White man, heap crazy.” 


WINFIELD PIETY, 1816-1841 


Winfield Piety, son of Austin (2nd) and Polly Ann Piety, was 
born in Nelson County, Kentucky, and moved to Perry County, 
Indiana with his parents in 1816. He died in 1841, aged 25 years, 
He was married to Marie Gilchrist and was the father of two 
children, Susan and Polly Piety. Winfield and his mother, Polly 
Ann Piety, are buried near Troy, Indiana. 


PHOEBE (PIETY) KIRBY 
1818-1871 


Phoebe, daughter of Austin and Polly Ann Piety, was born in 
Perry County, Indiana in 1818 and died in 1871 from cancer on 
the lip. She married William Kirby and was the mother of three 
children, all girls; Nancy, Bettie, and Sarah Kirby. 

Nancy Kirby married Bartholemew Ferran and was the mcther 
of ten children, as follows: Sarah Ann, Susan Lucinda, James 
Hiram, Elizabeth Jane, Hannah Ann, Custer Georgia, Joseph 
Blaine, Elijah and Martin, twins, and William Riley Ferran. 

Bartholomew (Bart) Ferran was born in Jennings County, 
Indiana and was a soldier serving in Co B, 35th Indiana Volunteer 
Infantry. He was a prisoner at Andersonville Prison for nine 
months and was there when a spring of water broke out. The 
author of this sketch as a boy used to enjoy hearing him talk 
about his boyhood days and his service in the army. As a young 
man, he knew my grandfather well and was enlisted in the same 
regiment with him in the Civil War. He told me once that my 
grandfather was a shrewd man and one that enjoyed a good joke. 
He said that once the two of them had helped a man dig a well 
for water. This man was of a very nervous disposition. They 
agreed that they would take turn about digging, that two would 
pull the dirt out while one was down in the well digging. Along 
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in the afternoon, my grandfather said, “Well, the water jug is 
getting low, so I will go and fill it up while you are filling the 
pox.” He left while the owner of the well was down in the hole 
digging and filling the box.. The box was finally filled with dirt, 
but there were no signs of my grandfather returning, so Bart 
advised, “You just sit on the box and rest a little while. I‘ll go 
and see what’s keeping him.” 

This man had an old blind mare upon which he kept a cow bell 
attached, the theory being that as long as he could hear the bell 
everything was all right with her, Bart and my grandfather took 
the bell off the mare and went jingling along with it up toward 
the well. They began circling the well slowly, getting closer all 
the time. Pretty soon the man in the well yelled, “Whoa, Mag ! 
Whoal Back Up! Mag! Hey, Tom. Oh, Bart! Damn soa | 
wish those boys would hurry back with that water.” 

They edged away from the well, put the bell back on the old 
mare and returned with the water. The man in the well said, 
“Where in the hell did you go for that water ? That old mare 
has been wandering around here for an hour, I expected her 
to fall in on me any minute.” 

Bartholemew (Bart) Ferran was a prisoner in Andersonville 
Prison from June 7, 1864 to February 24, 1865, This prison 
was in a small town in northwest Georgia, the seat of the Con- 
federate States’ Military prison and notorious for its unhealth- 
fulness and the brutality of its discipline. Between February, 
1864 and April, 1865, 49,485 prisoners were received of whom 
12,926 died in the same length of time. 

Henry Wirz, the superintendent, was tried for injuring the 
health and destroying the lives of the soldiers confined there 
and was found guilty and hanged Nov. 10, 1865. The long trenches 
where the soldiers were buried here have since been laidoutas a 
cemetery, and the place is made into a federal park. 

Bart described the place as being a sandy terrain with no shade 
but that of a few scattered scrubby pines. There was no water 
with which to wash and scarcely enough for cooking purposes. 
There was very little besides beans to eat, and they were usually 
only half cooked. 

The place was infested with body lice so thickly and punishing 
that each prisoner tried to obtain a board or plank from which 
he could whittle shavings for use in singeing the lice from the 
seams of his clothing which were removed and turned wrong 
Side out for the purpose. 

Bart said that an itinerate preacher came in every day and 
prayed for water for them. One day he heard the men yell. He 
looked in time, and he was close enough to see water and dust 
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Shooting from the ground to a height of eight feet. This became 
a spring of cool clear water. The preacher returned and blessed 
the spring. They named it, “Provident Spring”, for they be- 
lieved it to be an act of Providence from above that they received 
this water. 

I wrote to the superintendent of the park in later years telling 
him what was told me asa boy. I asked him if the story of the 
spring was true and if it was still there. The answer came back, 
“Iam afraid the story told you as a boy is atrue one. The spring 
is still here and flows clear cold water just as it did in 1864. I 
enclose a picture of the spring as it looks today. You will notice 
that it still bears the name given it by the soldiers.” 


PRAYER CHANGES THINGS 


“Prayer has divided seas, rolled up flowing rivers, made 
flinty rocks gush into fountains, quenched flames of fire, 
muzzled lions, disarmed vipers and poisons, marshalled the 
stars against the wicked, stopped the course of the moon, 
arrested the rapid sun in its great race, burst open iron 
gates, recalled souls from Eternity, conquered the strongest 
devils, commanded legions of angels down from Heaven. 
Prayer has bridled and changed the ranking passions of 
man and destroyed vast armies of proud, daring, blustering 
athieistic. Prayer has brought one man from the bottom of 
the sea, and carried another in a chariot of fire to Heaven. 
What has prayer done for you? ” 
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THE BLUE AND THE GRAY 


By the flow of the inland river, 
Whence the fieets of iron have fled, 


Where the blades of the grave-grass guivver, 


Asleep are the ranks of the dead;- 
Under the sed and the dew, 
Waiting the judgement day; 
Under the one, the blue; 
Under the other, the gray. 


These, in the robings of glory, 
These, in the robes of defeat, 
All with the battle blood-gory, 
In the dusk of Eternity meet;- 
Under the sod and the dew, 
Waiting the judgement day; 
Under the laurel, the blue; 
Under the willow, the gray. 


From the silence of sorrowful hours 
The desolate mourners go, 
Lovingly laden with flowers, 
Alike for the friend and the foe;- 
Under the sod and the dew, 
Waiting the judgement day; 
Under the roses, the blue; 
Under the lilies, the gray. 


So, with an equal splendor, 
The morning sun-rays fall, 
With a touch impartially tender, 
On the blossoms blooming for all;- 
Under the sod and the dew, 
Waiting the judgement day; 
Broidered with gold, the blue; 
Mellowed with gold, the gray. 


So, when the summer calleth 
On forest and field and grain, 
With an equal murmur falleth 
The cooling drip of the rain;- 
Under the sod and the dew, 
Waiting the judgement day; 
Wet with the rain, the blue; 
Wet with the rain, the gray. 
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Sadly, but not with upbraiding, 
The generous deed was done; 
In the storm of the years that are fading, 
No braver battle was won;- 
Under the sod and the dew, 
Waiting the judgement day; 
Under the blossoms, the blue; 
Under the garlands, the gary. 


No more Shall the war-cry sever, 
Or the winding rivers be red; 
They banish our anger forever, 
When they laurel the graves of our dead;- 
Under the sod and the dew, 
Waiting the judgement day; 
Love and tears for the blue; 
Tears and love for the gray. 


NANCY FERRAN 


Nancy Ferran, the granddaughter of Austin and Polly Ann 
Piety, was born Dec. 9, 1848 one mile south of Vigo, Ind. She 
died April 19, 1931, being killed by a hit-and run automobile 
driver on Harding Ave., in Terre Haute, Indiana, at the age of 
83. She is buried beside her husband, Bartholemew, at the 
Lykins Graveyard, 


BETTIE KIRBY 


Betty, the second daughter of William and Phoebe (Piety) 
Kirby, was born April 6, 1850 and died Jan. 28, 1916. She was 
three times married; first to Ruben Whitley, and to them one 
child was born, Bertha Whitley. Her second marriage was to 
Elijah Myers; no issue. He lost his life by falling out of a tree 
into which he had climbed after a squirrel that his stepson-in- 
law, John Bunch, had shot and was lodged in the tree about 75 
feet from the ground. Her third marriage was to Wesley John- 
son. There were no children. Bettie is buried in the Lykins 
Graveyard beside her first husband, Ruben Whitley. 


SARAH KIRBY 


Sarah was the third daughter of William and Phoebe (Piety) 
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Kirby, born May 8, 1852, she died in July 1871 at the age of 19 
years and is buried in the Lykins Cemetery. She was married 
and died from childbirth. The name of her husband is not known 
to the author. 


THOMAS W. PIETY 
1823 - 1863 


Thomas Winfield Piety, a son of Austin and Poliy Ann Piety 
and a brother to Robert and Winfield Piety was twice married; 
first to Janie Wilson, daughter of Gabriel and Sarah (Frakes) 
Wilson, May 25, 1842, at Middletown, Vigo County, Indiana by 
her Uncle, Rev. Asa Frakes. Janie died Dec. 27, 1658 of typhoid 
fever. 

Thomas W. Piety, born in Perry County, Indiana 1819, was a 
Civil War soldier, was mustered into the service Sept. 2, 1862, 
at Terre Haute, Indiana in Co. F, 35th Indiana Infantry, was 
promoted to Corporal. He was later admitted to No 1 General 
Hospital at Danville, Ky., Dec. 26, 1862, and died there Jan. 1, 
1863 from measles. He was sent home and buried at the Lykins 
graveyard beside his first wife, Janie (Wilson) Piety. 

This record was copied from the War Department files, Wash- 
ington, “D):C. 

According to the census record, he was born in 1819 and mar— 
ried Janie Wilson at Prairie Creek, Ind., May 12, 1842 and mov- 
ed to Perry Connty where his first three children, Mary, Scott, 
and Kate, were born. He moved to Vigo County, Indiana in 1850 
and later bought a farm two miles west and one mile south of 
Prairie Creek, Ind., popularly known as Middletown. He built 
a log house on the west side of the road where the other three 
children, Susan Willian and Robert were born. It is there that 
his wife died. 

In addition to this farm, he owned 20 acres on half mile west 
of the little brick school and 80 acres west of the Long Pond 
where the creek leaves the pond to flow into the Wabash River. 
This land was in Sullivan County. The court house, a wooden 
structure in Sullivan, burned down Feb. 7, 1850, and all the re- 
cords were burned. Thomas went to the Civil War in which he 
died, and the heirs were unable to find the deed. The registry 
of it was burned, and the heirs were never able to prove owner- 
Ship of it against squatters’ rights. 

The soldiers of the 35th Regiment of Indiana Volunteers agreed 
to send any and all soldiers home who became deceased by col- 
lection from the living soldiers of the regiment. The death rate, 
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however, became so great, and the costs so tremendous that 
this policy was abandoned. Thomas W. Piety’s body was the last 
that was returned by this agreement, 


MARY PIETY 


Mary Piety was born Aug. 5, 1843 and died in 1869. She was 
buried at Vincennes. She was married to Rober Sterling, but so 
far as can be determined, there were no children. 


WINFIELD SCOTT PIETY 


Winfield Scott Piety was born July 10, 1847 and died April, 
1908. He was enlisted in the Civil War at Terre Haute, Indiana, 
Feb, 3, 1863 and was discharged from Co. F, 6th Indiana Volun- 
teer Cavalry Sept. 15, 1865 at Murfreesboro, Tenn, After dis- 
charge, he went to Tschula, Holmes County, Mississippi, where 
he met and married Miss Alice F. Doty Feb, 11, 1873. Children 
born to this union were Bertram Grame Piety, born Dec. 1873 
at Lexington, Holmes County, Mississipp, who was killed ina 
railway accident at Trinidad, Colorado in 1914 where he was 
buried. 

Omar Starr Tee Piety, son, was born in Tschula, Mississippi 
and died in Denver, Colorado, Feb., 1944 while attending the 
2nd annual convention of the Assembly of the Church of God. He 
is buried in Green Hill Cemetery at Laramie, Wyoming. 

William F. Piety was born in March 1878 at Grenada, Missis- 
Sippi. At ten years of age, he fell from 2 tree and died. He 
was buried at Grenada, Mississippi. 

Robert Ross Piety was born in June 1880 and died in Lonoke 
County, Ark., in 1881. He was buried at Grenada, Mississippi. 

Alice Frances Piety was born October 1882 at Lonoke, Ark- 
ansas, died in Sept. 1884 at Wesson, Mississippi and is buried 
there, 

Theodore Edmond Piety was born in August 1884 at Wesson, 
Miss., died 1884 at Grenada, Miss., and is buried at Wesson, 
Miss, 

Winnie Jimmie Piety was born in Nov. 1888 at Grenada, Miss., 
died in 1891 and is buried at Wesson, Mississippi. 

Mildred Louise Piety was born in Nov. 1896, died May 1911 
at Colorado Springs, Colorado and is buried in Evergreen Ceme 
etery, Colorado Springs, Col. 

Winfield Scott Piety, born in July 1847 in Perry County, Indi- 
ana, died in April 1908 at Colorado Springs, Colorado and was 
buried in Evergreen Cemetery there. Alice F. (Doty) Piety, 
his wive, was born in January 1865 and died in Nov. 1940 at 
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Thomas W. Piety Janie Piety, nee Wilson 
in Civil War Uniform. first wife of Thomas Piety. 


eee Aon 


The Thomas W. Piety Home 
One and a half miles south of Vigo, Ind. 
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Dorcas King Thomas W. Piety, Jr. 
2nd wife of Thomas W. Piety. Son of Dorcas and Thomas Piety. 
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Scott and Louise Piety, his 
youngest daughter, 
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The three sons of Omar 
Piety, Francis, Omar, 
and Grover, 
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Omar Starr Tee, Son and wife, 
Anna F. and mother, Alice F. 
Piety, wife of Scott W. Piety. 
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The daughter of Omar, 
Thelma (Piety) Chambers. 
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Laramie, Wyoming. She was buried in Green Hill Cemetary at 
Laramie beside her son, Omar. 

The little girl shown in the picture is Mildred Louise Piety, 
eighth and last child of W. Scott and Alice (Doty) Piety. Mildred 
Louise was born in 1896 and died in 1911. She is buried in Ever- 
green Cemetery beside her father at Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
Their graves are reported to be in the east central alley east of 
Lot 2, in Block D. His grave is reported to be properly marked, 
and the whole lot is in grass and taken care of. 

Of the family of W. Scott Piety, Omar Starr Tee Piety was 
the only child who raised a family. His widow, Anna E. lives 
at Laramie, Wyoming. They were the parents of four children, 
three boys and one girl. One boy, Francis, was killed ina 
railroad accident. Omar lives at St. Louis, Missouri. Grove 
lives in Laramie, Wyoming, and Thelma lives in Matvern, Ark- 
ansas. Francis Shirley Piety, the one who was killed ina rail- 
road accident while working for the Union Pacific, was buried 
in Evergreen Cemetery, Laramie, Wyoming. Omar and his 
sister, Thelma, are both ordained ministers in the Church of 
God. 


RECORD OF THE 6TH CAVALRY, CO F. 


This union was known as Capt. Wier’s Co. It was moved to 
Kentucky in 1863 to assist in repelling Kirby Smith, and on the 
30th of August fought at the bloody battle of Richmond, Kentucky 
where the appalling number of 215 men were killed and wounded 
and 347 were taken prisoner, 225 escaping capture. It again 
took the field in December. 400 men were sent to guard a valu- 
able trestle at Mauldraugh’s Hill, and on the next day were at- 
tacked by 4,000 rebels under Gen. Morgan. They were later 
sent to assist at the siege of Knoxville where many more men 
were lost. In April 1864 it joined the Atlanta campaign and 
assisted in the battles of Resaca, Cassville, Kenesaw Mountain, 
and the capture of Allatoona Pass. It was the first to raise the 
flag over Lost Mountain. It was in General Stoneman’s raid 
and lost 166 men, killed, wounded, and captured. They fought 
the Rebel Forrest at Pulaska, Tennessee, losing 23 men, killed 
and wounded. In front of Nashville it fought and then pursued 
Hood’s army. In June 1865 a portion was mustered out and 
the remainder consolidated with the Fifth Cavalry remained on 
duty in Tennessee until Sept. 15th when it was mustered out at 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 

This record was taken from an “Early History of Sullivan 
and Green County, Ind.” 
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Catherine (Piety) Rogers. Daughter of Catherine, died 
at two years of age. 


CATHERINE PIETY 


Catherine Piety, born Oct. 18, 1849, was married and was the 
mother of one child that died at two years of age. She married 
a Rogers at Vincennes. His first name and that of his child are 
not known to the author. Catherine died in 1879 and was buried 
in the lot beside her parents and daughter at Lykin cemetery, 
Vigo County, Indiana. 


SUSAN L. PIETY 


Susan Lucinda Piety, born Oct. 27, 1851, died in 1926. She 
was buried in West Lawn Cemetery on the west edge of Prairie 
Creek, Ind. She married Calvin Hanley, the son of Robert Piety’s 
last wife, Janie, and was the mother of four children, as follows: 
Elijah A., Erastus T., Okus W., and Blanche Janet Hanley. 
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ELIJAH A. HANLEY 


Elijah A. Hanley died at Kelseyville, California at the age of 
72 years. He was born on a farm near Vigo, Indiana, May 26, 
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1871. He graduated from Franklin College in 1895 and was given 
a Doctor of Divinity degree by the college and eventually became 
its president in 1911. He headed the college for six years until 
1917. 

Following his graduation from Franklin College, he studied 

at Brown University and spent five years in study at the Divinity 
School in the University of Chicago. He was pastor of the east 
end Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio, from 1901 to 1907. This 
church grew from a small following into a strong church under 
his leadership. From 1907 till 1911, he was pastor of the old 
First Baptist Church in Providence, Rhode Island. Coming to 
Franklin College in 1911 to be its president, he remained in that 
capacity until 1917. His first pastorate after graduation was the 
First Baptist Church of Indianapolis, Indiana where he met and 
married his first wife, Sarah Wallace Foster. 

On June 24, 1903, Dr. Hanley married Sarah Wallace Foster 
of Indianapolis who died in Berkeley, California, Jan. 1, 1926. 
They were the parents of two girls, Frances Foster and Elizabeth 
Ruth Hanley. 

Ruth Elizabeth Hanley married Dr. Frank J. Rigos and was 
the mother of the following four children: James Joseph, Thomas 
Joseph, Christian Joseph, and Rosalind. Ruth Elizabeth (Hanley) 
Rigos died Dec. 28, 1952 in Tacoma, Washington. 

Frances Foster Hanley lives at 660 Bush Street, Hadden Hall, 
Apt. 501, in San Francisco, Calif. She is unmarried. 

Dr. Elijah A. Hanley married his second wife, Mrs. Bessie B. 
Tingley of New York, June 20, 1934. She is now deceased. 

Funeral services for Dr. Hanley were held in Berkeley, Cali- 
fornia. His body was cremated, and his ashes were scattered 
by aeroplane over a secluded spot where he used to retire to 
prepare his sermons. The ashes of his first wife had also been 
scattered there upon her death Jan. 1, 1926. 

He was a prominent minister, filling some of the leading pul- 
pits of America, such as the ones aforementioned as well as 
prominent churches in the West and Middle West. 

He was known in educational circles, his first school being 
the Watson School two miles north of Prairie Creek, Ind. When 
the Prairie Creek High School established their Hall of Fame in 
1912, his name headed the list. 

The family of Thomas W. Piety was broken when the children 
were young, and the families of Robert and his sister, Susan were 
very much attached and drawn closely to each other. 

Aunt Susie’s boys, when home from college or otherwise, never 
failed to visit their Uncle Bob and always liked for him to take 
them rabbit hunting or fishing, which he was always willing to do. 
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The author and his younger brother, Cecil, always looked 
forward to these hunts, for we were allowed to go along, and the 
hunting usually finished with a shooting match to see who was 
the best shot. They would hold the gun barrel up and let us shoot 
also. 

Elijah always visited with the author when in Chicago and 
stayed all night on his last trip to California. Naturally the con- 
versation took us back to Vigo and some of the early years there, 
We had been just poor boys as were nearly every one else in 
that part of the country who depended upon a farm for a livelihood. 

Elijah told me that when he was going to college, he used to 
gather walnuts and take them along with him to eat 2s a sub- 
stitute for meat. He also added that he was janitor of the school 
and had a shack outside the school where he kept his janitor 
tools and cooked his meals part time in order to save expenses 
and conserve money in order to get through school. He stated 
that it was the proudest day of his life when he walked by this 
janitor’s house to be installed as president of the college. He 
said that his mother sold marketing and saved the money to help 
him, and that ali he was or ever hoped to be he owned to a wonder- 
ful Christian mother. 

I know that when his mother, who was my own aunt, was on 
her death bed, I visited her regularly. One day while I was there 
the mail man left her two letters which were from her sons, 
Elijah and Erastus. When opened, each contained a twenty dollar 
bill, upon which Aunt Susie remarked that BKlijah had promised 
when he was just a small toe headed boy to always take care of 
her through life. “He sure has done a good job of keeping his 
word,” she sighed tenderly. 


DR. ERESTUS TOLBERT HANLEY 


The above was born on a farm in Prairie Creek Township 
near Vigo, Indiana, Oct. 13, 1876. He was a student at Prairie 
Creek high school, and his name was eventually placed in the 
Hall of Fame established at the school in 1912. He graduated 
from Franklin College, and while there, he met and married a 
Class mate, Miss Pear] Blanche Rook, Aug. 29, 1905. Her home 
was at Dunkirk, Indiana. After graduation, he went to Rush 
Medical College in Chicago and she taught school in her home 
town, 

After finishing medical school at Rush, they moved to Seattle, 
Washington, where he became a prominent physician and surgeon 
and was active until his death. There were no Children, He 
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The last Robert Piety 2nd Home 


Robert and his four wives each died at this home. It also was 


the first Hanley home, located one fourth mile south and one 
fourth mile west of Vigo, Indiana. 
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The Last Hanley Home 


This Hanley home was located 1 1/2 miles north of Prairie 
Creek on State Route No. 63. 
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The family of Calvin and Susie (Piety) Hanley. 
53 


i ae wet ae 
P ‘(he oat ; 41>) faa 
emo volasl tend od? tala, a ll 


sitietT lo Aston eaten s\il page ene 


+G a? 
a] 
» 4 


‘ » Fae ée a 
ae A eayt mr \? 
a 
; ' 


LAYETTE I a en 


began his practice in Seattle in August 1905, and was house phy- 
Sician at the City Hospital, then called the “Wayside”. It was an 
old ocean going steamship, “The Jdaho” which had been made 
over into a hospital ship and anchored on the waterfront. He 
later served on the staff of the largest hospital in seattle, the 
Providence Hospital, and lectured to the nurses a number of 
years, He was appointed health commissioner of Seattle June 15 
1905, serving under four consequetive mayors until he resigned 
in June 1932. He was a delegate to the First Herbert Hoover 
International Child Health Convention in Washington, D. C. He 
was a Spanish-American War Veteran, enrolled April 26, 1898 
at Franklin, Indiana. He was mustered into the service May 10, 
1898 in Co. E, 158th Reg. Indiana Infantry and was honorably 
discharged with the Company, a corporai, Dec. 4, 1898. He was 
influential in securing the ground and location of the Veterans 
Hospital at Seattle. 

In 1932 he returned to private practice as a specialist and 
was active until his death, Jan. 23, 1936. He is buried in Lake- 
view Cemetery at Seattle, Washington. 
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OKUS WINFIELD HANLEY 


Okus Winfield was born Nov. 7, 1878 on a farm near Vigo, 
Indiana. He was a student at Prairie Creek high school and a 
graduate of the Dental School of Indianapolis, Indiana. He lo- 
cated at Sunnyside Washington and became a practicing dentist. 
He met and married Miss Ola Tallman July 3, 1918 and died of 
influenza Nov. 12, 1918 during the epidemic so severe at the 
time. There were no children. 

He was cremated and his ashes placed in an urn which rests 
in a niche in the Columbarium of Boney Watson’s at Seattle, 
Washington. When Erestus died, it was decided to place them 
in his grave where they both rest together today properly marked 
by a flat bronze marker placed over them. 


BLANCHE JANET HANLEY 


Blanche Janet (Hanley) Evans was born in Indiana on a farm 
near Vigo. She attended the little brick school, later graduating 
in music from Franklin College in Franklin, Indiana. She was 
born Sept. 5, 1881: married Zenith K. Evans April 15, 1903, and 
died September 19, 1907. She was the mother of two children: 

A girl, Oris Pearl, born April 6, 1904 and died Dec. 20, 1908. 

The boy, Edgbert Bruce, was born Sept. 9, 1905, was married 
Sept. 27, 1928. He is living at the present writing. 
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WILLIAM FRANKLIN PIETY 


William Franklin Piety was born Sept. 2, 1856. There is 
little known about him. Robert Piety was administrator of the 
estate of his brother, Thomas, and guardian over his children. 
William wrote to Robert from Vincennes that he was sick and 
needed some money. Robert in turn communicated with the 
authorities in Vincennes to see if he was in need of money, and 
if so, how much. The answer came back that he was being well 
taken care of and needed no money, so none was sent. William 
Franklin was never heard from afterwards. It is not known 
whether or not he died or possibly resented the way his request 
had been dealt with. 


ROBERT PIETY 


Robert Piety was the sixth and last child of Thomas and 
Janie (Wilson) Piety. He was born Jan. 13, 1858, and died 
April 8, 1938. He married Matilda Rebecca Wilfon, a grand- 
daughter of Rev. Asa Frakes. She was born Sept. 1, 1860. They 
were the parents of four children as follows: Bammie Lois, 
Cassius C., Charles R., and Cecil J. Piety. 

Bammie Lois Piety was born March 5, 1881. She died April 
10th, 1956 and was buried at West Lawn. She married Thomas 
L. Stuck in Aug. 1900 and was the mother of three children: 
Squire Robert born May 8, 1901; Ernest Raymond born 3-28-1903 
and Denzil Laurel Stuck born 3-15-1914, 

Cassius C. Piety was born Mar. 11, 1883 and died March 19, 
1948. He was buried at West Lawn Cemetery near Prairie 
Creek, Ind. He married Lula Turner, and they were the parents 
of nine children, as follows; Obert Bergstrom born 9-12-1907; 
Elvere Lorene born 5-28-1909; Hila Marie and Lila Lurrie (twins) 
born 1-16-1912; Verden Doyne, born 8-6-1913 and died 2-4-1914; 
Floyd Harold and Lloyd Carl (twins) born 7-26-1917; Cassius 
Doyle, born 8-17-1925 and Duretta May Piety born 4-13-1929. 

Charles R. Piety was born Aug. 29, 1888 and is living at the 
present writing. He married Nancy E. Grindle. To this union 
was born three children; Nina Jerrine, born Aug. 19, 1914: 
Mildred Aldena, born Nov. 6-1916; and Charles R. Piety, Jr., 
born July 13-1921. 

Cecil J. Piety was born April 20-1891 and died Feb. 27, 1953. 
He was buried in West Lawn Cemetery, Prairie Creek. He mar- 
ried Coral Warrick, and they were the parents of four children; 
Elbert Warrick born 11-5-1913; Vernor Ray born 10-31-1916; 
Robert Cecil born 4-14-1925; and Lura Carolyn Piety 3-17-1927. 
Thomas Piety, the grandfather of the above mentioned, married 
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Dorcas King for his second wife Aug. 25, 1859 in Vigo County, 
Indiana. To this union one son, Thomas Winfield Piety, Jr., was 
born August 14, 1860. He was twice married but there were no 
children. He died Jan. 23, 1924 and is buried in Center Ridge » 
Cemetery at Sullivan, Indiana. His mother, Dorcas King died 
Jan. 12, 1863 and is buried in Lykins graveyard. 

Robert and Elijah T. Piety went together to Howell County, 
Missouri near West Plains in 1884 in quest of homestead. Elijah 
returned in a short time, and Robert returned in 1893 and settled 
first, two miles west and one half mile south of Middletown 
(Prairie Creek). One year later he moved two miles east and two 
miles south of Middletown, and in April 1897 he again moved to 
one-fourth mile west of Middletown, Indiana, where he died April 
8, 1938. He is buried at West Lawn Cemetery, Prairie Creek, 
Indiana, beside his wife, Matilda, who died Feb. 17, 1946 at the 
age of 85 years, five months, and 17 days. 


ELIZABETH PIETY, 1794 


Elizabeth Piety was born Dec. 10, 1794 and married Jessie 
Haddon. They lived in Knox County, Indiana, and were the parents 
of at least one child, Jessie Haddon, Jr. The record book re- 
veals that she was married March 16, 1815. 


THREE DAYS 


“There are two days in the week on which and about which 
we never worry -- two care-free days which are kept sacredly 
free from fear and apprehension. 

One of these days is Yesterday. Yesterday, with its cares 
and frets, and all its pains and aches; all its faults, its mis- 
takes and blunders, has passed forever beyond recall. 

And the other day that we do not worry about is Tomorrow. 
Tomorrow, with all its possible adversities, its burdens, 
its perils, its large promise and poor performance, its failures 
and mistakes, is as far beyond mastery as its dead sister, 
Yesterday. 

There is left for ourselves, then, but one day in the week-- 
Today. Anyone can fight the battles of Today. Anyone can 
carry the burdens of just one day. Anyone can resist the 
temptations of Today. It is only when we willfully add the 
burdens of these two awful eternities, Yesterday and Tomorrow 
--~such burdens as only the mighty God can sustain---that 
we break down. It isn’t the experience of today that drives 
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James Riley Piety 
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men mad; it is the remorse for something that happened 
yesterday, and the dread of what the morrow may disclose.” 
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Milton H. Piety and 
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Louisa (Piety) Milligan 
with her son Chant 


JAMES DUNCAN PIETY 
1796 - 1878 


James D. Piety was the third child of Thomas and Mary 
(Duncan) Piety, born May 1, 1796 in Nelson County, Kentucky. 

He married first, Eleanor Harned in Kentucky. He received 
from her parents a marriage dowry of five hundred dollars in 
money and a three-year old bay filly. He immediately migrated 
to Indiana to seek his fortune and used most of the money to 
purchase his farm which was located just north of Pottersville, 
Indiana which later became known as Middletown or Prairie 
Creek. 

He bought a lariat and a cow bell which he put on the mare and 
Staked her out. Then he settled down to be a farmer and raise 
his family. He depended on the bell to tell him if all was well 
with the mare. One morning he failed to hear the bell, and 
investigation showed that her tracks led southward toward her 
old Kentucky home. He started out in pursuit. By inquiring all 
along the way, he knew she was just a short distance ahead of 
him. He later said that he was in hearing distance of the bell 
two or three times, but he never was able to catch up with her. 


He thought that when they reached the Ohio River he would get 
her, But the river was low and she forded it, and they went 
merrily on toward Bardstown, Kentucky, and he never caught 


bus yiasl® .A aoilimM yviolt ysliAl aomst oa _ 


neniliim (eT) saivot . dj 
ined moe 191 dsiw J cad 
' . 
YTAId MAOMUG 23MAG 
bit . BYSr - oeFE  uteale "i 
_ x 
T1eM bie eemmodT to blids brid? ed} asw yIsid .d aomsl a7 
vaouined ,yaweD neeion al 0€TL .f ysM avod .yistt ; 
bsviece1 oH ,yaosdned ai bentsH romesl Jel beirten = i 4 * 
at atelfob berthaud evn lo yrwob epait7EM | 8 atastsq 198 if ‘a 


baja tala visisibenn [oH .yilit yed blo 1297-99 sit! eee yoni | 
of yatior adt b @ taom beau brag. aqus10i eid A992 0 Be em 
alliversior 70 tion teui bolnco! asw doit mrs @ 
olristd 10 mwotslbbiM eB Awol, otite 93 astal ‘oie sas 


ail 


ddisiw tide woos | bas taixel ee . 


brian s1nm of nO 4 mq od 


‘epini baa 1901 eg — os a ¢ 2 9 ort nonT. $40 
flow eew lis ia | A ae 
bits Lisd ott 


aN | ak prepa 


s 
‘ 
4 7 \ 
» ’ 
7 


up with her until she reached her old home. He later reported 
that he was foot-sore at the end of the trip, but he added that 

the return trip was a different matter. At the end of it, he stated 
that he felt like eating his meals standing up for awhile. 

This mare is reported to be the ancestor of Old Phil, the 
famous buggy horse given prominent mention in Walter P. 
Morgan’s partial history of the James D. Piety family. 

James D. Piety, Asa Frakes, and William Stansill organized 
the present First Baptist Church of Prairie Creek, Indiana. 
Stansill was an evangelist holding revival services in the old log 
Community House, commonly called Baptist Church and located 
not far from the present church and used alike by Baptist, Metho- 
dist, and Christian. 

The organization of this church took place on the south bank 
of Piety’s Run, just under the hill north of the present church 
under a small group of saplings. James D. gave the land for 
the church and grave yard, and Asa Frakes, a promising young 
convert, was ordained and became the first minister, serving 
over thirty-five years, which was longer than any other minister 
has ever served this church. His credentials were Signed by 
Elder Abram Starks, Samuel K. Sparks, and William Stansill. 

Asa Frakes was the author’s great grandfather. He died 
Dec. 8, 1837 in his seventy-first year, and his services were 
conducted by Elder Stansill. The text was from the fourth chap- 
ter, seventh and eighth verses of II Timothy. 

James D, Piety died April 12, 1878. His services were also 
conducted by Elder Stansill, the text being taken from the fifteen- 
th verse, fourth Chapter of Joshua. 

One year later, Elder Stansill passed to Eternity’s shore, and 
they are all three buried in the grave yard of the church which 
they organized. James D. Piety was the father of eight children 
by his first wife, Eleanor Harned Piety as follows: Lucinda, 
David H., Thomas, Julia A., William H., John D. E., James R., 
and Mary E. Piety. 

To his second wife, Laurinda Thomas Piety was born nine 
children as follows; Ellen, Emily, Louisa, Nancy, Margaret, 
Milton H., Chauncey R., Samueland Sarah Frances Piety. 

He was a prominent farmer and at one time owned over 
thirteen hundred acres of land. 


LUCINDA PIETY 
1819 - 1860 


Lucinda Piety, oldest child of James D. Piety and Eleanor 
58 
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Harned was born Nov. 15, 1819 and died Feb. 21, 1860. She mar- 
ried Thomas Reed in 1835 and was the mother of the following 
nine children; Ransom, William T., Hamilton, Julia A., Melvina, 
James Washington, Elizabeth, Thomas H., and Cyrus Reed, 


RANSOM REED 


Ransom Reed was born Jan. 20, 1837 and died July 29, 1902. 
He married Anna May Hunt. To this union were born four child- 
ren; Ivy M., Milton Hamilton, William Lawrence and James 
Thomas Reed. 

Ivy M. Reed married Sarah Jane Kirkham, Sept. 10, 1885. To 
this union was born seven children, as follows: Anna Ethel, 
Edith, Effie Inez, Frederick, Ernest Ray and Ray Martin Reed. 

Milton Hamilton Reed: born June 6, 1862, and died March 
28, 1943, Married Christiana Proffit. To this union were born 
five children; Russell Irvin, Edna Flodale, Spencer, Flossie 
Trane, and Haskell Reed. 

William Lawrence Reed, born April 20, 1865, died Jan. 25, 
1866, 

James Thomas Reed; born June 14, 1868, died Feb. 6, 1946. 
He married Florence May Pogue. To this union were born 
Seven children; Addie Edith, Harry Edison, Myrtle, Wilmer, 
Naoma Ruth, Wayne Thomas and James Laurel Reed. 

William Thomas Reed, born March 27, 1839, died October 
17, 1917, married Mahala I. Johnson, for his first wife. To 
this union were born three children; Benaja Thomas, Alpheus 
Ransom and Elmer Stephen Reed. 

Benaja Thomas Reed: married Martha Shoemaker; to this 
union were born four children; William Pearley, Etta May, 
Vernus Mahala and Loren Thomas Reed. 

William Perly Reed never married. 

Etta May Reed married Edwin Hall, to this union were born 
five children; Aretha Lorine, Irma Theresa, Edwin Thomas, 
Genevieve Verdine and Richard Dale Hall. 

Alpheus Ranson Reed, married Louisa Maud Taylor, to this 
union was born one child, unnamed, died at birth. 

Elmer Stephen Reed, married Addie Lloyd, to this union was 
born one child, Lova Lloyd Reed. 

Lova Lloyd Reed, married Emily ENen Wilson. To this union 
four children were born; Marietta, Ruth Jean, Helen Emily and 
Lloyd Bartlett Reed. 

Elmer Stephen Reed, married Nettie Lois Gardner, for his 
Second wife. To this union were born two children; Thelma 
Lucile and Doyne Emmerson Reed. 
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Thelma Lucile Reed married Floyd Levi McCosky, to this 
union was born one child; Kenneth Lavon McCosky. 

Kenneth Lavon and his grandfather Elmer Stephen Reed were 
killed in an automobile wreck Nov. 8, 1940. 

Doyne Emerson Reed, married Hila Marie Piety. To this 
union were born two children; Garnet Ray and Linda Dianne Reed. 
William Thomas Reed, married Mrs. Rebecca L. Stark for 

his second wife. There were no children born to this union. 


HAMILTON REED 


Hamilton Reed, born Aug. 27, 1839, died 1890, married Isa- 
belle Johnson to this union were born four children, William 
Alvedore, Lucinda Etta, Leslie Iva and Lewis Early Reed. 

William Alvedore Reed married Myrtle Swisher; to this union 
were born three children; Clyde Earl, Franklin Lewis and Ethel 
Mellissa Reed. 

Lucinda Etta Reed, so far as known never married. 

Leslie Iva Reed, married Francis Birdsall Grovell, to this 
union was born one child, Florence Isabel Reed. 

Lewis Early Reed; married Nena Ashmore, to this union were 
born six children; Roland Frank, James Kenneth, Helen May, 
Ruth Irene, Mildred Lois and Dorothy Jean Reed. 


JULIA ANN REED 


Julia Ann Reed, born Nov. 1, 1843, died May 28, 1900, married 
Joseph F. Trueblood, to this union four children were born. An 
infant daughter, Chauncey Benoni, Joseph Pearly and Lydia 
Trueblood. 

Chauncey Benona Trueblood married Eita Bailey, to this 
union were born nine children, Ray, Herschel, Guy Ernest, Lois, 
Leslie Thomas, Harvey, Nola, Leon and Lawrence Trueblood. 

Joseph Pearly Trueblood married Charity Ella Smock, to 
this union were born two children, Leslie and Roy Everett True- 
blood. 

Leslie Trueblood married Ralph Briggs. To this union no 
children were born. 

Roy Everett Trueblood, married Imogene Stoneburner, There 
were no children. 

Lydia Trueblood, married Elijah Smock, to this union two 
children were born, William Walker and Waneta Pearl Smock. 


MELVINA REED 


Melvina Reed, born Mar. 1, 1846 died Jan. 17, 1902, married 
John Fletcher Martin. To this union were born four children; 
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Thomas L., Rosa Ann, Alice L,, and Nellie May Martin. 


JAMES WASHINGTON REED 


James Washington Reed, born Nov. 16, 1848, died Mar. 27, 
1940, married Harriett W. Keaton, to this, union were born Eight 
childr en; Minta L., Leslie, Nettie, Etta, Lura, Maggie D., Alva 
and Alpha Reed. 

Minta L. Reed, married Otis Weir. To this union were born 
two children, Erwin Reed Weir and Leo Reed Weir. 

Irwin Reed Weir unmarried. Leo Reed Weir married Elsie 
Cullen, to this union was born one child William Cullen Weir. 
Leo Reed Weir died May 22, 1928, was electrocuted while at 
work, he was a electrical Engineer. 

Leslie Reed, born Feb. 2, 1877, died Mar. 16, 1877. 

Nettie Reed, married George E. Smock, to this union were 
born two children, Margaret and Walter Reed Smock. 

Etta Reed, died in infancy. 

Lura Reed never married. 

Maggie D. Reed married, Jacob Pfeiffer, to this union one 
child was born, Mary Margaret Pfeiffer. 

Alva Reed born Feb, 13, 1886, died Aug. 17, 1886. 

Alpha Reed born Feb. 13, 1886, died Mar. 3, 1886, a twin to 
Alva. 


ELIZABETH REED 
Elizabeth Reed born, June 20, 1851, died Aug. 20, 1852. 


THOMAS H. REED 


Thomas H. Reed, born Oct. 10, 1854, died Aug. 10, 1888, 
married Emma Rosetta Hunt, to this union three children were 
born; stella Nora, Albert Morton and Ida May Reed. 

Stella Nora Reed, married Frank M. Johnson, to this union 

was born one child; Forest Johnson. He married Louis Jackson, 
to this union were born three children, Betty, Caren and Brenda 
Johnson. 

Albert Morton Reed married Ella Melvina Watson; to this 
union eight children, were born: Warren Delbert, Flloyd Marshall, 
Mervin Thomas, Lucilie, James Kenneth, Hubert Barl, Max Enil, 
and Margjorie Rosetta Reed. 

Ida May Reed married Estel Drake, to this union three children 


were born, Ernestine Pansy, Doren Thomas and Wallace Dale 
Drake, 
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CYRUS REED 


Cyrus Reed born Feb. 17, 1858, died Oct. 6, 1912. Cyrus 
Reed married Amanda Theodosin Bledsoe, to this union were 
born five children, an infant unnamed, Lucinda, Don W. and Leo 
B. Reed. 

Clarence Reed, married Nellie Edith Kirkham, to this union 
were born six children; Paul Kenneth, Marian Grace, Florence 
Iris, Naoma Belle, Frances Helen and Philys Hiawatha Reed. 

Lucinda Reed born 1890, died 1891. 

Don W. Reed, married Florence M. Denehie, to this union 
two children were born, Donald James and Jack W. Reed. 

Leo B. Reed, married, Carrie F. Kretchman, to this union 
one child was born, Leo James Reed. 


DAVID H. PIETY 


David H. Piety, was born in 1821, and died one year later, 
1822. 


THOMAS PIETY 


Thomas Piety, born Sept. 1, 1823, died Oct. 11, 1853, mar- 
ried Emily Thomas March 2, 1846, and they had the following 
two children, John D. Early Piety, born April 16, 1848, married 
Mary Phedora Trueblood March 1, 1868, they were the parents 
of the following thirteen children; an infant unnamed, Oliver H., 
Etta Alfretta, Eleanor, Ophelia, Curtis, Zadoc, and infant un- 
named, Lula H., William Treat, Alvina, Grace and Harvey T. 
Piety. 

Oliver H. Died at five years of age, born April 4, 1870, he 
died Nov. 6, 1875. 

Etta Alfreita Piety, born Nov. 15, 1872, died April 26, 1936, 
married Clarence Petty, To this union were born ten children: 
Early, Curtis, Mary, Clarence El., Uel, Benton, Wiley, Nora, 
Emily, and Macon Petty. 

Kleanor Piety, born July 31, 1874, married William E. Shat- 
tuck. There were two children, Clarence P., and Forest E. 
Shattuck. 

Ophelia Piety, born Feb. 20, 1877, married Oakley Hunt 
Aug. 7, 1897 to this union was born one child, Ernest Hunt. 

Curtis Piety, born Feb. 17, 1880; died in 1882. 

Zadoc Piety, born Feb. 2, 1882, married Ora Frances Watson 
to whom the following thirteen children were born: Nellie Es, 
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Ethel I., Mary E., Clara J., Belva V., Mae, Mildred L., Buel E., 
Ruth E., Elmer W., Kenneth R., and Norma E. Piety. An infant 
unnamed died at birth in Feb., 1884. 

Lula H. Piety, born May 9, 1886, died at five years of age, 
May 27, 1891. 

William Treat Piety, born Jan. 17, 1888 married Leona Yeager, 
Leona is a great grand daughter of Sarah (Piety) Yeager. To 
this union were born four children: William C., Dennis E., 
Collen B., and Phyllis Lavern Piety. 

Alvina Piety, born Aug. 5, 1890, married Martin Everett 
Thomas, one child being born, Paul Thomas. 

Grace Ellen Piety, born Oct. 27, 1891, married Chauncy 
Rudolph Yeager. Chauncy is a great grand son of Sarah (Piety) 
Yeager and a brother to Leona (Yeager) Piety. Grace Ellen 
and Chuncy Rudolph Yeager had the following three boys: Malcolm 
Keith, Tennyson Dale, and Wendell Gale Yeager. 

Harvey Thomas Piety, born Nov. 18, 1897, married Estella 
Skipper to whom these five children were born: Wallace Ernest, 
Marcus Harvey, John Douglas Earl, Mary Jane, and Joanna 
Piety. 

Elijah T. Piety, born May 8, 1852; died in 1935, married 
Ophelia Elizabeth Trueblood, June 20, 1870. She was a sister 
to his brother Earlie’s wife. There were two children born; 
Edwin, who died four years after his birth in 1875, and 
Gertrude, born Nov. 15, 1874, who married Clifford Dudley Eckert 
Feb. 2, 1890, and died April 11, 1920. They were the parents 
of seven children, as follows: Maude B., Walter, Joseph Oliver, 
Edwin, Josephine Gertrude, Ruby Myrtle, and Roxie Ann Eckert. 

Maude E. Eckert, born May 18, 1892; died Mar. 16, 1920, 
married George Iley in 1909 and became the mother of the 
following six children: Irene, Inez, Wesley, Leota, Juanita, and 
Melva Iley. 

Walter Eckert, born Sept. 9, 1893, lives at Richland Springs, 
Texas. He married Jane Nolan Aug. 22, 1915. They became 
the parents of Orlena and Myrtle Eckert. 

Joseph Oliver, born Feb, 23, 1895, died in infancy. 

Edwin, born Aug. 26, 1896, died in 1914 unmarried. 

Josephine Fennie Gertrude, born March 18, 1900: died Aug. 
27, 1953. She married Al Derton, Sr. April 17, 1920 and lived at 
at 326 E. McNeil Street, Magnolia, Arkansas. They were the 
parents of three children: William, Ruth, and Al Derton, Jr. 

Ruby Myrtle, born Sept. 29, 1904; died Dec. 19, 1945, married 
Cal. Moser, Dec. 18, 1924. They became the parents of two 
children, Collene Carter, and Larry W. Moser. 

Roxie Ann, born Mar, 12, 1907, married Julius Kresta, Dec. . 
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18, 1924, and lives on a farm of 440 acres near Ballinger, Texas, 
R.R. #1. They were parents of two children, Robert Douglas, 
and Jerry Leon Kresta. 

The above information on the descendants of Elijah Piety was 
supplied by Roxie Ann Kresta. 

Elijah T. Piety married Katherine (Kate) Yeager for his 
second wife, and to them the following nine children were born: 
Edith, Goldie, Ethel, Frank, Charlie, Guy, Edwin, Fern, and 
Fred Piety. 

Not much is known about this family. The last letter received 
by Roxie Ann from her grandfather, Elijah T, contained a picture 
of him at age 83. He and his wife, Kate, were at that time living 
with Ethel (Piety) Rolston, a daughter, at San Jose, California. 
The San Jose City Directory last records Ethel in 1935 as 
custodian, Board of Education, 281 E. San Fernando Street, San 
Jose. Her 1938 address was given as 72 N. 8th Street. No 
further information was found. 

Frank Piety, and wife (Florence B.) in 1935 was listed with 
State Department, Public Works, San Jose, California at 769 
South llth Street. No further information. A daughter, Nancy 
J. Piety, clerk, 769 So. 11th Street. No further information. 

Charley Piety was reported to be in Spokane, Washington in 
1912 in poor health. 

Guy and Fern are known to be dead. 

Fred Piety was known to be living in Hopland, California in 
1922, but no further record of him was found. 

Edwin Piety was known to be living in Hayward, California 
in 1912, but nothing further is known. 

Elijah Piety went to West Plains, Missouri in 1883 in quest 
of a homestead, but didn’t like the country and returned ina 
short time. He soon became restive and in a short time sold 
off all his surplus property and started for the southwest. His 
first stop was Oklahoma. From there he went to Montana and 
was there until 1919. He went from Montana to the State of 
Washington, where they spent seven years. From Washington he 
went to California where he died. His first letter from California 
was dated 1922, and his last letter was written when he was 
aged 83. It contained a picture of himself anda grand daughter. 
Elijah and Kate were at this time living among the children. 
After his death, Kate is believed to have gone to live with their 
son Charlie in Spokane, Washington. 

Elijah Thomas Piety’s first wife, Ophelia Elizabeth Trueblood, 
was the daughter of Gregory Trueblood and Hettie Beauchamp. 
After William Gregory Trueblood died, Hettie married Gilford 
Thomas from Texas, a brother of Laurinda Thomas Piety, the 
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second wife of James Duncan Piety. Hettie raised Elijah’s daugh - 
ter, Gertrude, They moved to Texas near Austin, where they 
lived until he died. Gertrude married and raised a family of 
seven Children and died there. Hettie returned and married 
Israel French, whom she had known most of her life. She was 
then seventy-five, and he, seventy. She lacked one month of 
being 100 years old at the time of her death, 

For some peculiar reason, there was a rift between Elijah’s 
two families. It seems that Ophelia’s people did not like her 
choice of a husband. When Ophelia died, her mother took 
Gertrude to raise. Later when she married, she took Gertrude 
to Texas with her. Gertrude wasn’t allowed to write to her 
father. This condition continued unti] after the death of Ger- 
grude’s grandmother, which took place around 1900, after which 
Gertrude began again writing to her father. 

The second set of children were wriiten to by the first in an 
attempt to heal the breach with little success. Their letters 
were returned without being even opened, Although Fred did 
visit his sister twice before she died and wrote for some time 
after. 

It seems that they followed public works and went from 
county to county and from one state to another wherever a 
contract might be obtained. Fred was a road finisher. It seems 
that this family has vanished. Although all leads were checked, 
nothing further is known of them. 


JULIA A. PIETY 
1826 - 1906 


Julia A. Piety was born Nov. 7, 1826 and died March 12, 1906. 
She married William Pogue March 29, 1843, and they became 
the parents of Riley, George W., and Eliza Pogue. 

Riley Pogue was born Mar. 27, 1845; died Dec. 20, 1922. He 
married Elizabeth Denny to whom were born three children; 
Nettie, and Lerie and Lura, twins. He was married a second 
time to Rosetta Hunt Reed with no issue, 

George W. Pogue, born Feb. 17, 1848; died July 11, 1892 and 
was never married, 

Elizabeth Pogue, born April 24, 1850; died Feb. 6, 1870, mar- 
ried Peter Kester. There were no children. 


WILLIAM H. PIETY 
1829 - 1928 
William H. Piety, born Feb, 14, 1829: died Jan. 10, 1908, 
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Gertrude (Piety) Eckert 
Daughter of Elijah T. Piety 


married Jane Perry Dec. 23, 1856. To this union were born 
three children: Evelyn, Ida Lutitia, and Alice May Piety. 
Evelyn Piety married John L. Watson, and they had the 
following nine children: Orville, Nellie, Hartley, Fannie, Mary, 
Melvin, Grace, Iva, and Courtney Watson. 
Ida Lutitia Piety married John F. Yeager, and they became 
the parents of eleven children: Everett, Isabelle, Esther May, 
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Mary Adeline, John Lewis, Nora Belle, Maurice Vincent, Glenn, 
Carrie Ethel, Ralph, and Floyd Fremont Yeager. 

Alice May Piety was born Sept. 19, 1860 and died Dec. 27, 
1865. 

William H. Piety married again, Lucy Nye being his second 
wife. To this union were born Carrie E., Myron Nye, and 
William C. Piety. 

To Carrie E. Piety, who married R. V. Temming, one child, 
Ruth Temming was born. 

Myron Nye Piety married first, Madeline Surginer, to whom 
one child was born which died in infancy. His second marriage 
to Miss Tague ended in divorce with no children. He married 
a third time to Hannah Greenburg to whom two children were 
born: Raymond, and Mildred Piety. 

William C. Piety married Artemisa Hunt to whom were born 
three children: Grant, Pansy Irene, and Myron Piety. 

John D. Early Piety, born March 24, 1831; died July 2, 1906, 
married Eliza Perry July 22, 1852. To these two, twelve 
children were born: Angeline, William H., Frances, Chauncey 
Rose, James Edward, Narcissus, Isetta, Mahala, John Okletree, 
an infant unnamed, Margaret Eleanor, and an infant unnamed. 

James Riley Piety, born Jan. 16, 1834; died Feb. 20, 1918, 
married, first, Delila Lucretia Harper to whom were born three 
children: Mary Florence, Rosetta, and Julia A. Piety. 

Mary Florence Piety married Frank Paddock, and they had 
one child, Rose Paddock. 

Julia A. Piety married Adolphus Perry who was a grandson 
of Sarah Piety and Vincent Yeager. To this union were born 
three children, as follows: Vernon, Don Condit, and Lelah 
Lucreta Perry. 

Rosetta (Rose) Piety: Married: John Gross; one son born, 
Condit Gross, 

James Riley Piety, for his second wife, married Sarah Hunt 
(nee Caton). They had the following children: James Caton, 
Bertha, Clara, and Carrie Piety. 

James Caton Piety, born Aug. 20, 1868; died April 19, 1950; 
married Julia Markle Dec. 24, 1890, and was the father of five 
Children: Ruth E., Louise, Harold, James Riley, and Donald 
Bruce Piety. 

James Caton Piety was cremated and his ashes place in Acacia 
Park Cemetery in Chicago, Illinois. He was a retired Chicago 
school teacher and co-author of this book and compiled much 
that is recorded herein. 

Bertha Piety, born Aug. 20, 1871; died Jan. 3, 1902; married 
James A. Stout June 6, 1891. There was one child, Paul Stout. 
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Clara Piety, born Jan. 26, 1873, married Alonzo Mitchell 
June 20, 1897. To them were born Herman and Howard Mitchell. 
Carrie Piety, born Jan. 26, 1873; married Jabe Hunt, Feb. 

17, 1892. To them were born Ethel, Floyd, Lawrence, and 
Raymond Hunt. 


MARY E. PIETY 


Mary E. Piety was born April 10, 1836 and died August 7, 
1904, She married William Harvey Weeks Sept. 4, 1851 and 
was the mother of five children: Samuel Preston, Thomas, Eliza, 
James D., and Minnie Lucinda Weeks. 

James Duncan Piety married his second wife, Laurinda 
Thomas, Oct. 10, 1839. There were nine children born to this 
marriage: Ellen, Emily, Louisa, Nancy, Margaret, Milton H., 
Chancy R., Samuel, and Sarah Frances Piety. 


ELLEN PIETY 


Ellen Piety, born July 26, 1840, died April 1, 1922. She 
married Jessie Dix June 30, 1859, and to them one child, Guil- 
ford J. Dix, was born. 

Fillen married a second husband, Samuel V. List, to whom 
she bore two children: Mary P. and Minnie L. List. 


EMILY PIETY 


Emily Piety, born Feb. 11, 1842, died Sept. 5, 1881, married 
Marcus Ernest Nov. 1, 1868. One unnamed child was born which 
died at birth. 


LOUISE PIETY 


Louise Piety, born Dec. 7, 1843, died July 23, 1927; married 
Anselm Wakely Milligan. They had eleven children: David, 
Chauncy Rose, Thomas P., Leander, Rhoda Ellen, Sarah Francis, 
William Halley, James Douglas, John D. Early, Emma Laurinda, 
and Ann May Milligan. 


NANCY PIETY 


Nancy Piety, born Oct. 5, 1845, died April 17, 1926; married 
William Riley Morgan Feb. 10, 1867, to whom she bore one child, 
Walter Piety Morgan. The latter is author of a partial history 
of the Piety family. For a more complete record of the James 
Duncan Piety line, see his book, “James Duncan Piety, Family 
History, 1796-1948,” 
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MARGARET PIETY 
Margaret Piety, born May 11, 1847, died Nov. 7, 1850. 


MILTON H. PIETY 


Milton Hansbrough Piety, born June 15, 1849, died Feb. 14, 
1943. He married Sarah E. Trueblood, Oct. 12, 1870. They 
had the following three children: Ozro T., Agenes, and Ernest 
R. Piety. 

Ozro Trueblood Piety married Alma Turner for his first 
wife, April 8, 1893. Two children were born to this union: Ina 
May and Anneta M. Piety. 

Ozro married for his second wife, Grace Compton. No 
children were the result of this marriage, 

Agnes Piety married Walter Williams Oct. 51, 1898, and 
three children were born: Ray, Hubert Piety, and Marcus H. 
Williams. 

Ernest R. Piety Married Margaret Miles, Feb. 22, 1905. 
They had one child, James Milton Piety. 

Milton Hansbrough Piety, married Mrs. Belle Potts Ray, 
his second wife Nov. 20, 1920. There were no children. 


CHAUNCEY’ R: PEITY 


Chauncey R. Piety, born Apr. 26, 1851, Died Apr. 28, 1853, 
was drowned by falling in an old abandoned well, while chasing 
a cat. 

On the Vincent and Sarah (Piety) Yeager homestead about a 
quarter mile east of the old Wyman School House in Sullivan 
County, Ind. where the parents were visiting Vicent and Sarah 
(Piety) Yeager. 


SAMUEL PIETY 


Samuel Piety, born Mar. 6, 1853, died Mar. 10, 1930; mar- 
ried Mary E. Debaun April 8, 1875. They had nine children; 
Marcus Debaun, Edith B., an infant unnamed, Hubert, Mabel, 
Paul, Wayne, Flloyd, and Glen Piety. 


SARAH FRANCIS PIETY 


Sarah Frances Piety, born Aug. 3, 1853, died Aug. 29, 1931, 
married Benoni T. Debaun Aug. 3, 1876. They became the 
parents of one child Lelah Debaun, born May 5, 1879, died 
April 13, 1890. 
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UNITY 


Christ in me--in Him I trust, 

He takes my sins and counts me just, 
Christ in me--in Him I rest, 

And claim by faith His righteousness. 
Christ in me--in Him I live; 

All needful things, He’ll surely give, 
Christ in me, and I in Him-- 

This union forms my diadem. 


This blessed union meaneth much 
To every member of the church; 

It is the banner we unfurl 

To spread the truth in all the world. 
That we be one, the Savior cried--- 
For this He suffered, bled, and died. 
O fellow Christians, join with me 

In prayer to God for unity! 


SARAH PIETY 


Sarah Piety was born Aug. 6, 1798. She married James 
Risley. He was a doctor in Knox County, Indiana. No record of 
any children was found. However, there is a number of Risleys 
in this locality. One Lou Risley St. Clair and Olive Bergeman 
Stine who are cousins to Mrs. Agnes Griffith of Terre Haute, 
Indiana, who in turn is a granddaughter of William D. Piety, 
who lived near Bruceville, Indiana, supplied the picture of 
William D. and his son, Thomas, who was thought to have been 
killed during the Civil War at the Battle of the Wilderness. 


ROBERT D. PIETY 


Robert D. Piety lsi, was born Mar. 22, 1800. A letter writ- 
ten to Vincent Yeager, dated Sept. 17, 1854, says, 


“Uncle Robert’s wife and child are both dead. The child, 
Hezikiah, died near the middle of August, and Aunt Sarah, on 
the fourth of this month. Both died of consumption.” 


The letter, written from Sullivan, tells of a great drouth, 
very small wheat crop, little corn, and not a “tater”. The letter 
is unsigned and is in the possession of Mrs. Elberta Vanguilder, 
a granddaughter of Vincent Yeager. 
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GEORGE WILFONG FAMILY 


It is said that Robert Piety, born 1800 married Sarah Matilda 
Wilfong oldest child of George and Elizabeth Wilfong. I found 
no official record of this marriage, which may be accounted for 
by the fact that the court house at Sullivan Ind., a wooden 
structure was burned and all records destroyed Feb. 7, 1850. 

I found no 1840 census record of George and Elizabeth; he is 
recorded in the 1850 census of Crawford Co., Il. Here it says 
he was born in Virginia, the family is of German origin and is 
believed to have first imigrated to North Carolina, Catawaba 
Co., where a number of Wilfongs are recorded. Although no 
direct connecting link was found, A census record of a Joseph 
Wilfong dated 1790 in Shenandonia Co., Va. proved to be very 
incomplete. 

There were six known children of George and Elizabeth Wil- 
fong as follows: Sarah Matilda, Lymon, Malinda, Emaline, 
Ammon and Elizabeth Jane Wilfong. 

George lived for sometime near the Vigo and Sullivan Co., 
line, south of Prairie Creek, Ind. It was said he had a law suit 
over a neighbor shooting his dog, for trespassing. No record of 
any deed or law suit was found using his name in Vigo or Sul- 
livan Co., Ind. There is evidence of a law suit at Robison, III. 
between George Wilfong and a John Bonham it indicated Bonham 
lost, it does not state the cause of action this may be the lawsuit 
over the dog in question. 

George was married a second time to Mary Frakes in Vigo, 
Co., Ind. Dec. 21, 1850. Mary was the daughter of Phillip Frakes. 
She is recorded in the 1850 census to be living with her brother 
Rev. Asa Frakes. In the will of George Wilfong, dated 1856, we 
read to the heir of my daughter Matilda Ellen, Stewart, I give, 
The records shows the widow Mary Wilfong signed a receipt 
for money received 1858. Mary moved to Northern Ind. Mar- 
ried Joe Dennison, moved on to Davenport Iowa, and was known 
to be living there 1860. 

Of the children Sarah Matilda, married Robert D. Piety, and 
was the mother of Ellen ( Piety) Stewart and Hezakiah Piety. 

Ammon married Malinda Frakes, May 7, 1854, children were 
Rachel, Sarah and Matilda. He was married a second time to 
Lavina Stewart. Children were George and Julia Wilfon. 

George Married Lutitia Johnson. They were the parents of 
Elsie, Ira, Lenna, Effie, and Artie Wilfon. 

Julia Married Little Sam Fisk, no record of any children were 
ound, 


Ammon was married a third time to Eliza J. Sweitzer Aug. 6, 
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1868. They moved to Fort scott, Kansas, where three children 
girls were born names. Sarah, Ellen and Elizabeth Sweitzer. 

Lymon married Parmela Cox in 1850, he married Martha 
J. Jordan in 1853 and he married A. Hensely in 1866. His 
Children were Belle and Kate Wilfong. They were half sisters 
and were by his first and second marriage, Belle married 
Hazel Clouse one child born, a girl Maudie. Kate married 
Samuel Paddock, no issue, 

Malinda, married James Mullens, Emaline married Caleb 
Sawise and Eliza Jame married Silas Evans, 

Of the children Ammon is known to be buried in the Lykons 
Yard. Emaline in the Watson and Eliza Jane in the New Harmon 
Yard, in Prairie Creek Township, Prairie Creek, Ind. 


THOMAS PIETY 
Born May 16, 1801 


Thomas Piety married Nancy Faught and lived in Knox County, 
Indiana. The U. S. census of 1820 in Knox County reveals the 
following: 


Thomas Piety 45 yrs, and up in Widner Township, Knox 
County, Ind. 


1 male 16 to 26, 
1 16 to 18. 
1 Ste 10 to 16, 
1 female 26 to 45, 
1 female under 10. 


This Thomas Piety referred to in the sensus as aged 45 and 
up was the Thomas Piety born 1770 in Ft. Pitt. He and his wife 
Mary (Duncan) Piety was buried in old Mira Creek Christian 
Church yard 15 miles north of Vincennes. The U.S. Census of 
1830 evidently refers to his son, Thomas Piety, who was born in 
1801. It shows: 


Thomas Piety, Jr. 20 to 30. 


1 male D to 10, 
Peer Under 5. 
1 female 20 to 30, 
1 Egat 5 to 10, 
po Under 5. 


The above Thomas Piety, Jr., born 1801, had a grandson, John 
who was a teacher of mathematics at the University of Indiana. 
Later he became head of the department of mathematics at Kent 
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University, Kent, Ohio, and still later, held the same position in 
Yanktown College, Yanktown, South Dakota, where he died. 


MARGARET PIETY 
Born Jan. 8, 1803. 


The family record book reveals that she was married Sept. 
28, 1820 and died May 1, 1822. Name of husband or children, 
if any, are not given. 


SAMUEL D. PIETY 


Samuel D. Piety was born Jan. 27, 1804 and married Eliza 
Hodges. To this union was born one child, Lucinda Piety. She 
lived at Bruceville, Indiana, and died unmarried in 1891. She 
is buried in the Bruceville Cemetery at Bruceville, Indiana. 
Her father, Samuel, is buried in the Mira Creek Cemetery near 
Oaktown, Indiana. 


NANCY PIETY 


Nancy Piety, born June 26, 1805, married David Ruble, Feb. 
17, 1825. No trace of any descendants has been found. 


ANN_D. PIEAGY 


Ann D. Piety was born Jan. 11, 1807. She first married a 
Mr. Chambers and later married James Taylor. No record of 
any Children were found. A namesake, Ann Piety lived ina 
house in Church Hill, Kent County, England, 1836 to 1845. 


WILLIAM D. PIETY 


William D. Piety, born Mar. 9, 1808, lived near Bruceville, 
Indiana on a farm of 326 acres, He died in 1897 and was buried 
in Bruceville Cemetery. He married, first, Sarah Ann Thrail- 
kelt and raised a family of nine children as follows: Mary Piety 
who married Thoruts Willis and had the following children: 
Carrie, Jennie, Lilliam, Mabel, Anna, and Ozro, all now dead. 

Jane Piety, who married first, a Mr. Barr, second, Jeremiah 
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Woodruff. She was the mother of the following children: Volly 
Barr, Rose and Allie Woodruff, 

Amanda Piety, who married Herman Begeman. They had the 
following children: Viola, Ivy, Olive, Myrtle, Herman, Paul, 
Earl, Karl, and Fairy. 

Alice Piety, who married Jake Scudder and had the following 
children: Elsie, Ralph, John, Delia, and Frank. 

Ray Piety, who married a Mr. Johnson. There were no 
children. 

Thomas Piety, who was never married so far as is known. 

He was discharged from the Civil War, and it is not known where 
he went or what became of him. 

Samuel Piety, who married Florence Treet to whom the follow - 
ing children were born: Sallie, Anne, Thomas, Evangeline, Frank, 
William, Ray, toy, Edith, Eleanor, and Agnes Piety, 

Relia Piety who married James Risley and had the following 
children: Irene, Roger, Lulu, and Percy. 

Anne Piety who married John Hadden and had the following 
four children: Jess, Rachel, Helen, and May. 

The aforementioned, William D. Piety, was left a widower, 
and he later married a widow, Mrs. Hannah Hollingsworth. They, 
were then both in their seventies, William D. died at 8g years 
of age. Seven of his children were girls, and all lived to be 
very old, ranging in age from 87 to 98 years. 

Thomas enlisted in the Civil] War and was assigned to Co. G, 
14th Regiment of Indiana Volunteer Infantry at Terre Haute, 
Indiana, June 7, 1861. He fought at the Battle of the Wilderness 
under Gen. Grant where the Union Army lost 18,000 men. Lee, 
the Confederate General, lost 11,000. This battle was fought 
On May Sth and 6th, 1864 in eastern Virginia south of the Rapidan 
River. It was one of the bloodiest of the Civil War conflicts. 

Thomas was wounded Dec. 13, 1862 in the Battle of Fredericks- 
burg, Virginia, and again on May 3, 1863 in the battle of Chancel- 
lorsville, Virginia, and for the third time, Feb. 6, 1864 at Mor- 
ton’s Ford, Virginia. He was honorably discharged Oct, 16, 1864 
at Indianapolis, Indiana. 

He never returned home, and neither did he ever communicate 
with any of the members of his family, who believed him to have 
been killed at the Battle of the Wilderness. However, the War 
Department Records given above, show differently. 

Samuel T. Piety, born 1863; died in 1899, married and located 
on his father’s farm of 326 acres near Bruceville, Indiana. His 
father, William D. moved to Bruceville, where he died and was 
buried in Bruceville Cemetery. 
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Florence Treet Piety William D. Piety 
Aged 100 (Died aged 103) Son of Florence Treet Piety. 
He lost his life in the Spanish- 
American War. 
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Thomas Piety 
Three times wounded in 
the Civil War. 
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Thomas Gussie Stranahan John Raymond Barr 
He died in the service, U. S. Killed in action Oct. 20, 1918, 
M. C. at Quampaco, Virginia, World War I, in France. 
1918. 
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Mary (Piety) Willis, oldest 

daughter of William D. Piety, Delila Piety, also daughter of 
and her daughter, Lillian William D. Piety. 

Piety (Willis) Schmidt. 
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Grave stone of Mary (Piety) Me) Wee 4 
Willis in Bruceville Cemetery, Pi Wet 
Bruceville, Indiana. 2 By 
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Ray Piety, daughter of William 
D. Piety 1878. 
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FLORENCE TREET PIETY 


The following was copied from a newspaper, “The Daily 
Report”, Ontario, Upland, California. It was dated Tuesday, 
August 27, 1946. 


“Mrs. Florence Treet Piety will celebrate her 100th 
birthday on September 2. Deeply religious, she holds the 
Fourth Commandment, ‘Honor thy Father and thy Mother’ 
most important,” 


To nothing else but living according to God’s law does this 
alert little woman attribute her long life. Born Sept. 2, 1846, at 
a time when free schools were unknown, Mrs. Piety received 
her education at the knee of her deeply religious and highly 
intelligent mother. 

In 1852 the family moved from Florence’s birth place, in 
Stilesville, Morgan County, Indiana, to Kansas where they lived 
until the death of both parents. She was eleven years old when 
she returned to Indiana with her brothers and sisters. In 
Bruceville, Indiana, she lived with her brother, a minister of 
the Christian Church. 

She married Samuel T. Piety, son of William D. Piety, in 
1865 and went to live on a farm near Bruceville. Their house 
was built of logs, and all the necessities of life were raised on 
the farm, 

Not only did they raise cattle, but they had a flock of sheep 
which were shorn annually. They carded their own wool, and 
Mrs. Piety spun her own yarn and wove the clothing, blankets, 
rugs, and other household fabrics. She knitted stockings for 
herself, her husband, and her ten children by the flickering 
light of candles she had made from tallow. She thought that 
Civilization had reached great heights when the first wool was 
taken to the factory to be washed and carded. 

There were very few churches in those days, and camp meet- 
ings were held in the woods. People would travel from miles 
around on horseback and in wagons to attend the services. The 
preacher at times found it difficult to be heard above the neigh- 
ing and whinnying of the horses staked outside the tent. Having 
traveled far, the members of the congregation took their dinners 
with them, and following the services, they would enjoy the 
Social contacts so seldom made by a widely scattered populace. 

When Mr. Piety died in 1899, he left his wife with three little 
girls to rear, The other children were grown and some already 
married. 

Mrs. Piety has had a close relative in every conflict in which 


77 


72 rm. 


vlisd- dT , 9 BBW ‘ no 
‘vabeauT boiah anew “sla ae obs 


Mr00L 191 staadeloo iw yi 
edi ablod sre ,auoiyifes yiqs 
‘tadioM ydi bag ‘tilted rit snot Imbaxm03 


in *. 
aid? 2a0b wel e*bOO 0} dnibi094 ait tud sete Baad 
$s ,OP8I .§ .tq92 MIOM peti! anol : 
beviece visit .21M .nworntas stow persons eet nodw soit s 
vicigid bas avolgilos vigosb tad lo a9n7.903 1s, coldeoubs 91 
-19Ktom saopillodni 
al .soRiq dtid B'sone10lt mont hovers wise) ond S@8inl 
bevil yori s19dw seansn of .enstbal »yinvoD aszioM , 
asiw blo e1s9y agvels asw sd2 .etuetsg diod to disab odd fiinw 
of ,a1jele bag eiesioid tsd diiw sasibal of benipies ede 
lo 19sainim & ,taMioid tod diiw bovil ode ,snsibal ,slliveou7a 
owd) nailaitd> ond 
mi visit .d oesilliw to noa .ytoif .T leurs boitien offé 
savoi tisAT ap gh th9 mist s no 9¥il of jnow bas GIGI 


no beeist stew lo asitinesoan sdf lls bas ,agol wets 


qsera Yo AsolT & yo! Jud ,elijso saint yori bib vino jo 
bas Joow mwo bobino yodT .ylisuans atode o19w ddidw 
adjodneld Roidiqis adit 970W viry nwo ved nuga-yisit .2iM 
tol ebasloole bedtind ode abcde hbbdgnuns eae 
giitsxoilt ed) yd meublido aed 19d bar ,basdavd 194 . 
txt Idguodd sd2@ wells! moi sham bert ede. . “ gi 
sow loow fe a asi asd ang bao Be olasilivis 


bere bey a 
j= = 
oe eee i zomil ~ \ 
Pras ft, ee ee en ro 4 Paar a) Pg wi fo ll oe iv 


a : a 
ator) : flr ; , : 
. : en Atta ET ‘py ei es, vet (yaeeet ny 1) 
| yorn: ; j 
( 7 Dich pe . _ a: 2 af Te 
eden: J Mi a 
i ’ \ PSEA 
‘ ‘3 


: tag arink pu 


. 
J he J 
7 Vee a pe gw { 


Ses Us a >» wee 
' ns any 7. 


POO Ne NR eee se mt aor 


—AP eee Saneeee et NaN ABO WR PNE PLAN Ee RP: 


the United States has engaged. Her uncle fought in the Revolu- 
tionary War, and her father was in the Union Army during the 
Civil War. Her brother-in-law, Tom Piety, fought in the battle 
of the Wilderness and was three times wounded. Her son, 
William Piety, was killed during the first day of the Battle of 
San Juan during the Spanish-American War. Raymond Barr, 
Mrs, Piety’s grandson, lost his life in the First World War, and 
In World War II, four grandsons and one great grandson were in 
the service of their country. However, there were no casulaties 
resulting, The grandsons were Lieut, Frank G. Pickell, Samuel 
A. Piety, a Lieutenant in the Navy, who lived in Ontario before 
his family moved to Laguna Beach, California: Harold Freeman, 
still in the Coast Guard at this writing, and Clifford Scrogin, in 
the National Guard. Frank Lee Barr of Laguna Beach, a great 
grandson, was in the Medical Corps. 

Mrs. Piety recalls many incidents of her childhood life and 
pioneer experiences as a wife and mother. Some of the memories 
deeply rooted in her mind should cause the women of today to 
wonder at the physical and menial endurance of the housewife of 
7) or 80 years ago, 

As a young wife, Mrs. Piety remembers selling eggs at ten 
cents a dozen and butter at the same price per pound. Her 
husband would haul the wheat and corn crops to the mill and have 
flour and corn meal ground, bringing back a year’s supply in 
barrels. Corn bread, of course, was a favorite food on the farm. 

Of Mrs. Piety’s ten children, six were girls and four were 
boys. Five are now living. They are Mrs. Eleanor Mark, 1134 
East Ninth Street, Upland, California; Mrs. Ray Scrogin, 307 
Campus Ave.: Mrs. Agnes Griffith of Terre Haute, Indiana; Mrs. 
Edith Pickell of Monte Clare, New Jersey, and Roy M. Piety of 
Laguna Beach, California. She has seventeen grandchildren and 
four great grandchildren, 

The following is a Clipping from a Terre Haute, Indiana news- 
paper: 


MRS. FLORENCE PIETY 


“Word was received here yesterday by Mrs, F. H. Griffith, 
2342 North Seventh Street, of the death of her mother, Mrs. 
Florence Piety, 103 years Old, which occurred at her home 
in Upland, California. Surviving are three other daughters, 
Mrs. G. W. Scrogin, and Mrs. A. I. Jordan, both of Upland, 

a son, R. M. Piety of Laguna Beach, Calironia; 16 grand- 
children and 23 great grandchildren. Services will be held 
this morning at Ontario, California.” 
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SUSAN D. PIETY 


There is a marriage record at Camelton Court House, Camel- 
ton, Indiana of a Susan D. Piety who married James Kirby in 
1836. Nothing further is known of her, except her picture which 
was among the collection of pictures handed down by Phoebe 
Piety Kirby and was located in the collection of Susan Lucinda 
(Ferran) Grindle, a granddaughter of Phoebe (Piety) Kirby. 


POLLY PIETY 


Polly Piety, according to a letter written by William D. Piety 
in 1868, he being 80 years old at the time, says she died in in- 
fancy. The family record book reveals that she was born Feb. 
28, 1813, and died March 26th, 1816. 


FURTHER BITS OF INFORMATION 
ON THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE PIETYS 


By James Caton Piety 


The following was written in 1951 by James C. Piety, a grand- 
son of James Duncan Piety. James C. was at the time of the 
writing 83 years of age. 


“Some notes concerning the Piety family not mentioned in 
the partial history by Walter Piety Morgan: 

The following, which seems to be the first account, was 
received by me from William D. Piety of Bruceville, Indiana. 
The first known Piety, Thomas, was born at Pittsburgh, 

then Fort Pitt, in the year 1770. It is claimed that he was 

the first white child born west of the Alleghaney Mountains. 
Thomas was married in the year 1792 to Mary Duncan, hence 
the name, James Duncan Piety. 

Thomas Piety has two sisters who lived in St. Louis. A 
man named Austin Stacy came to St. Louis from England and 
met and recognized him by his resemblance to his father in 
England. 

Later, a man named Fordham received the Power of 
Attorney from the family to adjust some property that was 
Supposed to belong to them. Rumor has it that he was after- 
ward heard from as building a railroad in Wales. Note: (This 
story has some support in the fact that there is the record of 
a case at law of “Piety vs. Stacy”. This was once shown to me 
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by Judge James E. Piety. 

James Duncan Piety came from Kentucky with his parents 
and others early in the Nineteenth Century. His youngest 
daughter once told me the following story: ‘In crossing white 
River, James was called on to wade and carry the young 
daughter of one of the party. Another of the partly said, ‘Don’t 
let that girl drown. You might want to marry her some time.’ 
Some years later she became his second wife. The family 
settled on Maria Creek, a few miles north of Fort Vincennes, 

While the family was living on Maria Creek, young James 
was employed for a time as a hunter to furnish meat for the 
garrison just as Buffalo Bill was for the builders of the Union 
Pacific Railroad. 

During the early days of the settlement the family suffered 
from the depradations of wild animals on the small stock. One 
fine morning a smali pig was missing from the pen near the 
house. The hounds were brought and a trail was found which 
led to the foot of a large tree not far away. The tree was 
carefully inspected and found to contain no hiding place for 
an animal large enough to carry away a pig, so the family was 
greatly puzzled. 

A few days later another pig was missing. The dogs were 
again brought with the same result. Fin lly it was noticed by 
a “pre-Sherlock’ that the tree leaned quite a bit and that a big 
limb extended directly over a large pile of brush, which on 
careful examination showed a pair of gleaming eyes. It was 
a panther, and its skin later was made into a fine rug. 

Some time during the spring of 1818, James D. returned 
to his former Kentucky home, taking the written consent of 
his father to his marriage, 

I could find no record of this marriage in the office of the 
County Clerk of Elizabethtown, the county seat of Hardin 
County, Kentucky. This could be accounted for by the fact that 
about this time the original county was divided into several 
new counties and the records scattered. 

The happy couple soon started for Indiana with $500 anda 
fine young mare, gifts of the birde’s father, who was a prom- 
inent slave owner in Kentucky. 

This mare was staked out with a bell attached to graze, 
Soon the sound of the bell became less plain, and the young 
bridegroom started out to investigate, It seemed that the mare 
had decided to return to her old Kentucky home. James dis- 
covered that her homing instinct had enabled her to take a 
bee line for home. This aided him in following her. He got 
close enough to hear the bell, but he did not catch sight of her 
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until after she had swum the Ohio River and arrived at her 
former home. . 

I remember very little of my grandfather, but my father 
told me several stories which pretty well illustrated his 
character. One time he sent my father up to Middletown on 
an errand. While there he was enticed into a fight with another 
samll boy by some loafers. The boy was John De Vol. On 
his return, James R. was taken back to the scene and the cul- 
prits pointed out. Grandfather told them what he thought of 
them and further added that if any of them wanted to see a 
real fight, the place was ‘here’ and the time was ‘now’; further - 
more, if such a thing happened again, there would be no choice 
in the matter, 

Some years later, James D. shot a large timber wolf along 
the Piety branch that flows between his house and Middletown. 

The following joke was told on him shortly after he started 
farming: A fat pig was missing. He and his wife agreed not 
to say anything, and then they would know that the first person 
mentioning their loss would be the thief. sunday, they went 
to church and their preacher read his text, ‘I have meat to 
eat that you know not of.’ Nudging his wife, Eleanor, James 
whispered, ‘We never did suspect him, did we?’ 

Once one of his grandsons, while teasing an old mare, was 
kicked in the face and somewhat disfigured. His mother asked 
grandfather if he thought it would disfigure him. He is said to 
have replied, ‘Daughter, he will never be so good-looking as 
he was, but he will always know a whole lot more.’ 

“Grandfather’s folks were very hospitable, always inviting 
many church members to go home with them for Sunday 
dinner after church. Father told me that he had often worked 
until after 2 P.M. taking care of teams before he could cet his 
Own dinner. 

One Sunday he attended another church whose members had 
often been grandfather’s guests for Sunday dinner. He re- 
turned home and was dining on left-overs when James D. came 
in and noticed it. He asked father why he had not eaten in 
the church neighborhood. Father replied that he had received 
no invitation. Then grandfather declared, ‘Some of those 
people are going to hear from me, the next time they come here 
for dinner.’ 

As for Aunt Lucinda Reed, I know but very little. She raised 
a large family, all of whom became respectful citizens of the 
community. 

In the early days of stink wagons it was believed that gas- 
oline evaporated so rapidly that it was cheaper to use it in 
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small quantities. At least, that was what grandson, Elmer 
thought. Getting up one Sunday morning, he found that his 
flivver was gone. Being a true grandson of Uncle Tommy, he 
tracked it to the road ans saw that it had turned east. Re- 
marking to his wife that it had only enough gas to go about 
three miles and that it was more than that far to the next 
gas station, he resolved to follow it. Some two and a half 
miles away, he found where the machine had stopped and saw 
in the dust tracks leading to the fence and back. Examining 
on the far side of the fence corner, he found a short section 
of rubber hose, and went to the house of his Uncle Lige, a 
short distance away, who he knew kept a small supply of gas 
on hand. On seeing the pipe, Lige remarked that there was 
but one man besides himself who knew where that pipe was 
and that he had started for his home in Kentucky that morn- 
ing. Elmer followed and recovered his machine. You may 
supply the moral. 

Oh yes, I forgot to mention this incident in regard to grand- 
mother: When grandfather had the barn raising for his large 
barn, in accordance with the custom, he got a jug of whiskey 
for the refreshment of the helpers. Grandmother learned of 
this, and being a lady of action as well as of opinion, she 
promptly emptied the jug. 

Ido remember Ransom Reed and his older boys were once 
swapping work with my father cutting wheat. He furnished 
the old fashioned reaper, and they were doing the binding and 
shocking. One evening after work, they went to Middletown 
and brought back the news of Custer’s Massacre. 

In regard to Aunt Julia Pogue, I knew her much better, as 
I stayed with them the greater part of two winters and worked 
for my board. The board was good and the work was light. 
Both Uncle and Aunt were very religious, and I received much 
advice as to my conduct. 

Here is a story which father told me which I probably ought 
not to repeat owing to my great respect for Uncle William. 

Ii seems that with the aid of the neighbors, they were prying 
up a big barn which had not been provided with an adequate 
foundation, and its sills were resting in the mud. Not having 
jack screws, they were using the primitive method of long 

pry poles. Two of these were placed under one corner, while 
Uncle William, being a heavy man, was astraddle of one of 
them, and two other men were on the other pole. For some 
reason of other, the poles the two men were on slipped, throw- 
ing all the weight on Uncle William’s pole. He was thrown 
quite a distance into the air and was badly stunned when he hit 
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the ground. It might have been worse, had he not landed on a 
cushion softer than velvet that had been provided by some 
guardian angel of the Piety family in the form of some kindly 
grassfed cow. His first remark was ‘I am not going to wear 
these britches.’ 

My remembrance of Uncle William differs somewhat from 
the account in the partial history, His story of the trip to 
California always intrigued me. I traveled the same road some 
85 years later in an auto. William did not prospect for him- 
self, but worked for wages which were high. Foods such as 
eggs were one dollar each. Cloth also must have been high, 
for he saw a man with so large a patch on the seat of his pants 
that it contained the words, ‘Calaveras County Mills’, it being 
made from a grain sack. According to my father’s story, he 
arrvied home with $5,000, bought a large tract of land along 
the north border of Sullivan County, and started to building 
on a large scale, but sickness, or maybe, poor management 
caused him to sell out to his brother-in-law, William Pogue. 
William once told me that he built the original Gobin grist 
mill which did not turn out well. Next, I remember him clerk- 
ing in a store for his nephew, Earl Piety. It was the custom 
in early days in Middletown for drunks, when they wanted to 
show themselves to be real bad men, to ride a horse into a 
store and intimidate the proprietor. One of this kind came 
to the store one evening and tried those tactics. After William 
had patted him on the head with an Axe Handle and he had his 
scalp fixed up, he decided he was not a bad man after all. I 
can vouch for this, for like the Arab who proved to the traveler 
that he knew where Adam was buried by showing him the hole 
in the ground, I saw the axe handle, 

I think it was rather remarkable of Uncle William that at 
03 years of age, he should go to Texas, start a huxter business 
and make a success of it. 

There is one story concerning the birth of his son, William 
C’s first baby. I had almost forgotten it. Dr. Talbott, a 
dignified looking old soldier was officiating. William’s sister, 
mother of eight or ten children, was in attendance, At the 
proper time, the old Doctor Said to the child’s mother, ‘Artie, 
this is the prettiest baby I have ever seen.’ 

Sister Eva drew him to one side and said, ‘Doctor, you have 
waited on me several times in such cases, aad you fave never 
Said that about any of my children.’ 

Doc replied, ‘Eva, when a woman has had as many children 
as you have, it is of no use to lie to them.’ 

William was seemingly the only one who ever visited his 
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grandfather in Kentucky. The old gentleman was amusing 
himself by cracking walnuts and throwing them to the little 
darkies on his plantation. ‘He casually remarked that some 
day they would be worth $1000.00 apiece to him?’ ” 


THE ECCLESIASTICA 


James Canton Piety. 


L LINE OF THE PIETY FAMILY 


Thomas Piety (I) of England was Fipiscopalian, Austin Piety 
(I), son of this Thomas Piety, and an officer in the British Army, 
So far as could be determined was of the Discipies’ faith, Thomas 
Piety (2nd), his son, was believed to be of the Baptist’s faith, 
inasmuch as the genealogy of his family is recorded ina been 
eral History of the Baptist Denomination in America and Other 
Parts of the World” by David Benedict, A.M., Pastor of the 
Baptist church of Pawicket sR. I. , Benton a 1813. This book 
_is at present in the possdsidii of ORsiTés R, Piety, a great- 


great grandson of Thomas 


Piety (2nd). 


Of the older Thomas Piety’s family, there is descended 
through Austin Piety, six ministers: Elijah A. Hanley, Baptist; 
Ellie Stootsman, Baptist; David Yeager, Methodist; Thelma 


(Piety) Chambers, Church 


of God; fore S. Piety, Church of 


God, and Robert Piety, Salvation AT my. Through ache Duncan 


pibty? s line there are four: 


Samuel Piety, Christian; Chauncey 


Roscoe E, Piety, Christian; Preston Weeks, Christian, and 
Wayne Piety, son of Samuel, Christian. There may be others, 
but these are all who are now to the author, 
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The coming of the Lord shall be as plainly visible as the light- 
ning is from the east to the west. 


Jesus Savior pilot me over 
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Many people go 
through religious 
formalities without 
considering weath- 
er il is bibical or 
merely traditional 
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lifes tempestuous sea. 


PLEDGE 


We dwell secure in Freedom’s land 
And give but little thought 

To Liberty, nor at what price 
Such heritage was bought. 


We take for granted many things 
That someday we may lose: 
The right to think, to speak, to act 

To worship as we choose, 


5 


While Liberty, the dearest claim 
The human heart can hold, 

Has been the target centuries 
Have warred on, growing old. 


In watchfulness and vigilance 
Our heritage we keep; 

Destructive forces are abroad; 
We may not, dare not, sleep. 


We pledge allegiance to our flag 
And all for which it stands, 
Forever holding Freedom’s torch 

Aloft in eager hands, 


A beacon light across the dark 
And troubled shoals of Fate 

To guide into the Port of Peace 

All storm-tossed ships of state. 
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THE EARTH IS ENOUGH 


We men of Earth have here the stuff 
Of Paradise--we have enough. 

We need no other stones to build 
The stairs into the unfulfilled; 


No other ivory for the doors, 
No other marble for the floors, 
No other cedar for the beam 
And dome of man’s immortal dream. 


Here are the paths of every day, 

Here on the common human way 
Is all the stuff the Gods would take 

To build a Heaven, to mold and make 
New Edens, ours the stuff sublime 

To build Eternity in Time. 


MILITARY RECORD OF THE PIETYS 


. Austin Piety (1) Subaltern, British Army, French an Indian 


Wars, 1756, later, Chief Liaison Officer, British Army. 
Austin Piety (2nd) Pvt., Kentucky Militia, War of 1812. 
Austin H. Piety (3rd) Captain, 7th Indiana Cavalry, Civil War. 
Austin L. Piety (4th) Set., Inf., World War I; 1st Set., Inf., 
World War II. 

Franklin Yeager, lst Lieut, Inf., Civil War. 

Thomas W. Piety, Cpl., Inf., Civil War. 

Winfield Scott Piety, Cavalry, Civil War. 

James Riley Piety, Inf., Civil War. 

Thomas Piety, Sergeant Inf., Civil War. 

Hamilton Reed, Inf., Civil War. 

Erastus T. Hanley, Corporal,Inf., Spanish-American War. 


- William D. Piety, Inf., Spanish-American War. 


Carrie Yeager, Nurse, World War I. 

Fannie Watson, Nurse, World War I. 

John Raymond Barr, Inf., World War I. 

Fimer Yeager, Brig. General, Light Artillery, World Wars 
I and II. 

James Pickell, Commander, U. S. Navy, World War II. 
Samuel Arthur Piety, Lieut. Commander, U. S. Navy, World 
War II. 

Harold K. Piety, Lieut. Commander, U. S. Navy, World War 
are 
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Donald Piety, Set., Inf., World War II. 

Franklin Lee Barr, Air Corps, World War II. 

Richard Roy Piety, Apprentice Seaman, U. S. Navy, World 
War II. 

Verner Piety, Instructor, Army Air Force, World War II. 
Charles R. Piety, Jr., Instructor, Cooking School, Inf., 
World War II. 

Robert C. Piety, M. P., Army Air Force, World War II. 
Ernest Stuck, Medical Corps, World War II. 

Max Stuck, Medical Corps, Inf., World War I. 

Denzil Stuck, Army Air Force, World War II. 

Thomas Stuck, U. S. Army, Quartermaster Corps, World 
War II. 

Doyle Piety, U. S. Navy, World War II. 


- William Stuck, U. S. Navy. 


Martin Leo Piety, U. S. Navy. 
Vinfred K. Brown, U. S. Navy. 


. William Piety, U. S. Navy. 


Thomas G. Stranahan, U. S. Marines, World War I. 
Charles R. Piety, Sergeant, Coast Artillery. 

Cecil J. Piety, Field Artillery. 

Harold Freeman, U. S. Coast Guard. 

Clifton Scrogin, National Guard. 

Harrison Piety, Infantry, Korean War Vet. 

Edward Piety, Infantry, Korean War Vet. 


-. Marion Piety, Set., U. S. Air Force, Korean War Vet. 


Clayton Piety, Pfc., U. S. Air Force. 

Lewis G. Piety, AETM, 2nd. Class, U. S. Navy, World War 
Ii. 

Richard L. Piety, Cpl. 48th F. A., Korean War Vet. (War- 

rant Officer Jr. Grade, Helicopter Pilot, U. S. Army, 1955) 
Harold R. Piety, Yeoman 2nd Class, U. S. Navy. 

Rhilip A. Piety, Corporal, U. S. Army (1955). 

Robert Cresta, U. S. Army Medical Corps. 


- Otto H. Salyer, Coast Artillery World War # I. 
- Austin Piety Salyer, Navy, 1918. 
. David Wakley Salyer, National Guard 


Elmer Milligan, Air Force World War #2. 

Jack Milton Salyer, Seabees, World War #2. 

Eugene Salyer, Navy World War #2. 

Ernest D. Walston, Navy World War #2. 

Lew Walston, Navy Air Force World War #2. 

Edward L. Milligan, Army Air Force, World War #2. 
Cecil M. Milligan, Army Medical Corps. 

Floyde Taylor, Navy. 
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60. Leon Milligan, Inf. World War #2. 

61. Hubert Milligan, Army Air Force. 

62. William T. Reynolds Jr., Navy World War #2. 
63. Edwin Thomas Hall, U. Ss. Army. 

64. Clyde Earl Reed, Captain Inf. World War #2. - 


62> PACU PIETY wee ud iw AK Sts ae 
Bo. JAMES MO RIES Y wiht OwAR 2. 
A PARTIAL GENEALOGY 
of the 


YEAGER FAMILY 


Nicholas Yeager (1st) came to Virginia with his son, Adam, 
in 1717. He was a native of the highlands of Germany (Bavaria, 
probably). He settled in Spotssylvania County, Virginia and 
married a woman by the name of Wilhite. Besides his son, Adam, 
she bore him in additon the children, Joseph, John, Peter, Solomon, 
and Jacob. 


ADAM YEAGER 


Adam was born in Germany in 1707 and came to American 
with his father in 1717 and became a naturalized citizen in 1730. 
He is thought to have married a woman narned Susan Kobler to 
whom the following children were born: Michael, Barbara, John, 
Nicholas (2nd), Adam, and Jodfrey. 

Nicholas Yeager (2nd), son of Adam and grandson of Nicholas 
(Ist) was born in 1735 in Virginia. He married a woman by the 
name of Wilhite and had one son born in 1756: Solomon Yeager. 


SOLOMON YEAGER 


Solomon Yeager, the son of Nicholas Yeager, 2nd. was born in 
Virginia in 1736 and moved to Sparta, in White County, Tennessee 
at an early day. He was twice married: once to Elizabeth Broy- 
les, probably in Kentucky. She died in 1845. She was the mother 
of ail his children, sixteen in number: Solomon (2nd), Benjamin, 
Nicholas, 3rd, Elias, Daniel, Joel, James, Eliza, Susan, Polly, 
Abigail. Five others died in infancy. Solomon lived to be 101 
years of age, dying Oct. 24, 1837 in White County in west Tennes- 
see. He married a second time at the age of 92 a woman of less 
than half his age. The White County, Tennesee marriage records 
show that a marriage license was issued to Solomon Yeager and 
Phoebe Hamilton, 45 years old, Dec. 14, 1848, 
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They say Iam growing old. 

I’ve heard them tell it times untold, 
In language plain and bold— 

But I’m not growing old. 

This frail old shell in which I dwell 
Is growing old, I know full well— 
But Iam not the shell. 


What if my hair is turning gray 
Gray hairs are honorable, they say. 
What if my eyesighi’s crowing dim 
It still can see to follow Him ° 

Who sacrificed His life for me 
Upon the cross of Calvary. 


What should I care if time’s old plow 
Has left its furrow on my brow 
Another house not made with hand 
Awaits me in the glory land. 

What though I falter in my walk 
What though my tongue refuse to talk 
I still can tread the narrow way; 

I still can watch and praise and pray. 


F’er long my soul shall fly away 
And leave this tenement of Clay. 
This robe of flesh I'll drop and rise 
To seize the “everlasting prize” -- 
I’ll meet you on the Streets of Gold, 
And prove that I’m not growing old. 


NICHOLAS YEAGER (3rd) 


Nicholas Yeager (3rd) was born in White County, Tennesee, 
Sept. 3, 1784 and died in 1879. He was the third son of Solomon 
and was twice married. First, he married Polly Robison in 
Kentucky, She was born in Culpepper County, Virginia in 1787. 
They moved to Middletown, Ohio where she died in Aug., 1815, 
He married Henrietia Bailey March 15, 1816. She was born in 
Pennsylvania. 

The first children by his first wife were twins dying unnamed 
in Kentucky. Next was Vincent, born June 8, 1808 and died Oct. 
23, 1874, 

Louisa, born Dec. 11, 1809; died May 9, 1829, 


Eliza, born Oct. 8, 1811: died Nov. 3, 1839. Her husband, 
John Thompson died Nov. 3, 1869, 
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There were twins, William Henry and Nancy, born Feb. 23, 
1814. William Henry died June 1, 1893, and Nancy died June 6, 
1900. 

The children born to his second wife, Henrietta Bailey, were 
the following: 


John, born Mar. 21, 1817, 
James Calvert, born May 30, 1819, 


Mary MES Aug. 27 "P82, 
Clarissa tM OCCULT 3824 | 
Clement "April 27, 1828, 


Nicholas Solomon " Jan. 2, 1881. 
b J 


These children were moved to Louisiana Some time around 
1836 where they lived, married, raised families, and died. 

Of the children of Nicholas (3rd) and Polly Robison, Vincent, 
born 1808, married Sarah (Sallie) Piety. Their children were: 
Nicholas (4), Williain Franklin, Warren Milton, Mary Jane, 
Dianna, Vienna, Samuel, and Henrietta Yeager. 

Vincent is buried in West Lawn Cemetary near Prairie Creek, 
Indiana. 

Louisa, born 1809, died 1829, married Joseph Thompson June 
24, 1826. She gave birth to one son, Nicholas, May 9, 1827 and 
died in less than two years afterward. She is believed to be 
buried in the Baptist grave yard beside her husband, Joseph. 

Eliza, born 1811, married John Thompson, died Nov. 3, 1899. 
She was buried at Fairbury, Kansas. Nine children were born 
to this union, as follows: Wilson, Mary Jane, Diantha, Melvina, 
Nicholas, Henrietta, William Jeremiah, Nancy, and Melvina. 

William Henry, born 1814, died 1893, was buried at Hull 
Cemetery, south of Terre Haute, Indiana. He was twice married; 
first, to Linda Sparks. Their children were Madison, Harvey, 
Merritt, Nancy Jane, and Jemima. 

His second marriage was to Nancy P. Lloyd. Their children 
were Eliza Jane, Sarah Alice, Henrietta, Henry, and Vincent. 

Nancy was born in 1814, a twin to William Henry. She died 
May 16, 1900 and is buried in West Lawn Cemetery, west of 
Prairie Creek. She married Joseph Thompson June 24, 1836. 

He was the son of Gloss Thompson. To this union were born the 
following eight children: 

Clarissa, born 1836; died 1875. She married Christopher T. 
Ash who wasdorn Oct. 7, 1824 and died in 1897. Their only 
child was Murray Ash. He married Rachel Wilfon, the oldest 
daughter of Ammon and Malinda (Frakes) Wilfon, a granddaughter 
of Rev. Asa Frakes. Clarissa and Chris are buried at West 
Lawn Cemetery on the south side of their son, Murray. 
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Jimmie, born 1838, died in 1911 and was buried at West Lawn 
Cemetery. He married Julia Cuppy ‘who was born Nov. 30, 1846 
and died Sept. 28, 1900. She was buried at West Lawn. Children 
were Cora, William, and Effie (Thompson) EUiott. 

Eliza was born in 1839 and died in 1936. She married John 
Harris, who was born April 27, 1833. They were laid to rest in 
Fairbury Cemetery at Fairbury, Nebraska. The children’s 
names were Rosetta, William E., James P., Nancy A., Benjamin 
F., Robert M., John L., and Elizabeth M. Harris. 

Henrietta, born 1840, died in 1926. She was buried in West 
Lawn Cemetery. She married Stevie Johnson who was born in 
1840 and died in 1914. He was also buried in West Lawn Ceme- 
tery. Their children were Nancy, Ella, Eyra, Lutitia, Roscoe, 
Minnie, and Lillie Johnson. 

Martha, born May 15, 1847, died July 28, 1913, married James 
Harris May 5, 1867. He was born Nov. 0, 1845 and died Aug. 8, 
1918. Both were buried in Fairbury Cemetery at Fairbury, 
Nebraska. Their children were Elva, Joseph, Charlie A., Carrie 
D., Jay W., and Lula Harris. 

The husbands of Eliza and Martha were half-brothers. 

Joseph H. was born in 1849 and died in 1914, He married 
Susan Elizabeth Gaskins. They were the parents of seven child- 
ren, the first two of whom died in infancy. They were buried at 
West Lawn Cemetery. The other children were Clennie, Julie, 
John, Nola, and Lester. John was killed by an unknow assaillant 
on March 1, 1935, 

William, born Dec. 2, 1842, died Oct. 30, 1929. He married 
Eliza McKennie who was born June 27, 1841 and died March 24, 
1928. They are buried in Corning Cemetery at Corning, Kansas. 
The children were James W., John A., Joseph P., Charlie Vin- 
Son, Nancy Rosetta, and William Flmer Thompson. 

Mary, born Dec. 1844, died July 9, 1864 and was buried in 
West Lawn Cemetery. 

These children were moved to Louisiana some time around 
1836 where they lived, married, raised families, and died. 

Of the children of Nicholas (3rd) and Polly Robison, Vincent, 
born 1808, married Sarah (Sallie) Piety. Their children were: 
Nicholas (4), William Franklin, Warren Milton, Mary Jane, 
Dianna, Vienna, Samuel, and Henrietta Yeager. 

Vincent is buried in West Lawn Cemetery near Prairie Creek, 
Indiana, 

Louisa, born 1809, died 1829, married Joseph Thompson June 
24, 1826. She gave birth to one son, Nicholas, May 9, 1827 and 
died in less than two years afterward. She is believed to be buried 
in the Baptist grave yard beside her husband, Joseph. 
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Eliza, born 1811, married John Thompson, died Nov. 3, 1899. 
She was buried at Fairbury, Kansas. Nine children were born 
to this union, as follows: Wilson, Mary Jane, Diantha, Melvina, 
Nicholas, Henrietta, William Jeremiah, Nancy, and Melvina. 

William Henry, born 1814, died 1893, was buried at Hull Ceme- 
tery, south of Terre Haute, Indiana. He was twice married; first, 
to Linda Sparks. Their children were Madison, Harvey, Merritt, 
Nancy Jane, and Jemima. 

His second marriage was to Nancy P. Lloyd. Their children 
were Eliza Jane, Sarah Alice, Henrietta, Henry, and Vincent. 

Nancy was born in 1814, a twin to William Henry. She died 
May 16, 1900 and is buried in West Lawn Cemetery, west of 
Prairie Creek. She married Joseph Thompson June 24, 1836. 

He was the son of Gloss Thompson. To this union were born the 
following eight children: 

Clarissa, born 1836; died 1875. She married Christopher T. 
Ash who was born Oct. 7, 1824 and died in 1897. Their only 
child was Murray Ash. He married Rachel Wilfon, the oldest 
daughter of Ammon and Malinda (Frakes) Wilfon, a granddaughter 
of Rev. Asa Frakes. Clarissa and Chris are buried at West Lawn 
Cemetery on the south side of their son, Murray. 

The Yeagers who lived in Kansas and Nebraska moved there at 
an early day in covered wagons drawn by oxen. They took up 
homesteads and raised their families, never leaving the farm until 
their children were grown and married. Then they retired and 
moved into town. 

They Saw some real hardships. They had to go 40 miles to 
get groceries, taking along their grain to be ground for flour and 
meal to make bread. There were still some indians there, and 
they could tell of some narrow escapes they had, stories which 
were handed down from generation to generation. 

They never forgot God was watching over them. So they never 
forgot their religion and brought up their children by direction of 
the holy scriptures, for which the present generation are very 
thankful today. The Kansas history of the Thompson family was 
supplied by Carrie Harris, daughter of Martha (Thompson) Harris. 

It will be noticed that two sisters, daughters of Nicholas (3rd), 
both married a Joseph Thompson. This was the same Joseph 
Thompson. Louisa, his first wife, died in 1828, and he later 
married Nancy, his second wife. She died in 1900. 

Also, the two sisters, Jane and Vienna, daughters of Nicholas 
(4th), married a Preston Armstrong. This also was the same 
Armstrong. His first wife, Jane, was the mother of Edsel Arm- 
strong. She died two and a half years after her marriage, and 
five years later, he married Vienna. She was the mother of two 
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children, William N. and Chloe Armstrong. 

AS has been previously stated, Nicholas Yeager (3rd) married 
Polly Robidon about 1807 and settled in Kentucky near Lexington, 
where they remained almost two years and then moved to Middle- 
town in Butler County, Ohio, where they settled in 1812. His 
wife, Polly died and was buried there. He then married Henrietta 
Bailey who was born in Pennsylvania in 1787 and died Oct. 1, 1863. 
They moved from Ohio to Indiana and located at Terre Haute 
before there was scarcely any town. It was around 1845. Nicholes 
was born Sept. 3, 1784 and died Feb. 4, 1854 in Louisiana. He 
had moved there in 1886, . 

It is said that his father, Solomon, told his boys that he would 
give them an education, but any who chose an education were 
not to get anything else. He offered the others a farm. Nicholas 
was the only one who chose and education. He is said to have 
spoken four different languages. 

The following is copied from William Henry Harrison Yeager’s 
history, written 1888 or 1889, 

After my mother’s death, my father shortly after married my 
stepmother, Henrietta Bailey, Mar. 15, 1816. She was 29 years 
Old at the time. She was the daughter of an old blacksmith, 

Groom Bright Bailey who was 85 years old at the time and too 
old to work any longer in his blacksrnith shop. This was in Middle- 
town, Ohio. 

In the summer of 1817, it was decided to emigrate to Wabash 
County, Indiana. They began to make two pirouges hollowed out 
of two large poplar trees, forty or forty-five feet in length. 

These were made like dug-out canoes and were for the purpose 

of moving the family by water. After getting all things ready 
Sometime in September, 1817, they all went aboard. They launched 
it in the Big Miami River below the last mill dam at Enox’s Mills. 
They went down the big Miami River to the Ohio, down the Ohio 

to the Wabash, and started up the Wabash River. All went agree- 
able up the Wabash until they got to the little town of New Har- 
mony. There a fatal accident occurred. Through the wise Provi- 
dence of God, Grandfather Bailey, who was growing very feeble 
and infirm, became worse than usual, so they had to tie up in the 
little town of New Harmony where they stayed some six or eight 
days. He died there and was buried on the east bank of the Wabash 
River near the town. 

After the burial rites were performed, they all started up the 
Current again, and I think that by the last of October or First of 
November, we landed at the town of Terre Haute. There was a 
few loz cabins and perhaps one or two grocery stores. The place 
looked very hard, indeed, fora city. It was all covered with heavy 
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timber, and there was not much underbrush at that time. No 
public buildings had been erected yet. I still remember the men 
who cleared off the public square for the courthouse. They 
boarded at my father’s while doing the work. It was Hamilton 
Reed and George Liston. 

My father bought a lot on Second and Poplar Street on which 
to build a house. He put up a two-story, hewed log house on it. 

[ remember when they commenced building flat boats to run 
their corn to New Orleans. They cnly got 6 1/4 cents a bushel 
for their corn, and their pork brought from $1.25 to $1.50 per 
hundred pounds, delivered. : 

In the first settling of the country, people used to raise cotton. 
But it was quite a troublesome job to get the seeds from the main 
fibre. At first they picked them out with their fingers. That being 
so tedious, they invented an easier way. By turning two rollers 
the size of a chair rung and fastening in a small upright post, 
which turning, would take out the seeds by feeding the cotton be- 
tween the rollers, But there was still another improvement in 
ginning the cotton. Shortly afterward, Isiah Wilson, who lived 
down on Battle Row, sent and got a set of cotton gin saws and 
erected a gin house. He then ginned the neighbors’ cotton either 
for a toll or for so much a pound. After that, domestic fabrics 
were brought in, and people got sale for their other produce, so 
they began to buy their cotton goods, and soon Mr. Wilson’s gin 
had stopped running, having nothing to do.” 

Nicholas Yeager (3rd) and his family floated down the Big 
Miami River to the Ohio, and thence to the mouth of the Wabash 
into which they turned and rowed up stream to Terre Haute, 
Indiana, where they settled in 1815 one year before Indiana be- 
came a State. The first session of the legislature was held in 
1817. 

This section appealed to be separated from Knox County of 
which it was a part. For more than one year, it was a part of 
Sullivan County. In 1818 it became Vigo County, named for 
Colonel Francis Vigo. 

Let us gaze backward just a bit at the risk of being turned 
into a pillar of salt, as Lot’s wife who looked backward at Sodom 
and Gomorrah. There was not much of Terre Haute in those days. 
According to an old gazeteer at Fairbanks Memorial Library, 
dated 1816. By 1817 there were 500 inhabitants, eight stores, 
and two inns there. 

The Abraham Markle family of seven or eight members, the 
Richards, and a number of others who came from New York in 
1816, were there. 

Mr. Markle and Mr. Richards came from Ontario County, New 
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York on an exploration tour. They returned to Orlean, New York, 
and in February built boats for themselves and launched them 

on the Alleghaney River, floated down the Alleghaney to the Ohio, 
down the Ohio ot the mouth of the Wabash, and up the Wabash 
with their families and all earthly possessions to Terre Haute, 
Indiana, They landed at historic old Fort Harrison where they 
stayed two months while the Markle home and mill and homes 

for others were being built. The first Markle home stands at 

the gateway to Forest Park even yet. 

The mill burned down Sept. 19, 1938. The dam still stands, 
but it is not the original dam which was of logs. The present 
dam is in the exact location of the old one, and was built in 1915 
of conerete. 

The first white child who was born in Vigo County was Napo- 
leon Buonaparte Markle, whose birth came after they had landed 
in their new home. 

The old Eagle and Lion’s Tavern was built in 1817. It was the 
first place for public gatherings, and here, in the spacious dining 
room, sermons and dances were both held. This tavern was built 
of hewn logs, and the opening was held on July 4, 1817. People 
came from miles around, as far South, history tells us, as Shaker 
Prairie. The band came from the Fort, and there was a huge 
dinner with patriotic toasts given. Henry Redford was the pro- 
prietor. 

There was a huge stable with stalls on either Side, a great hay 
loft, and bins for corn and oats, and a big wagon yard for coaches 
and wagons. Housing horses in those days was of paramount in- 
terest, for the animals were the cross country power of traffic. 
Henry Clay, it is said, stopped there in 1831. He was met miles 
out of town and escorted to the inn by citizens. 

There was the important river travel. One steam boat, the 
Florence, plied the Wabash, the first year that shipping started 
by boat. The second year, the Plow Boy vied with the Florence, 
and during the third year, there were five flat boats from below 
the city hauling to 400miles up the Wabash where three years 
before, there had not been a single white inhabitant. 

Terre Haute is ina rich farming section, in the Wabash valley 
as well as surrounding territory. Soon mills were built on the 
banks of the river, such as the Ralph Thompson Mills, Hudnut’s 
Hominy Mill and De Baun’s Mill. There were also large cribs 
built to hold the corn crops which were later shipped down the 
river to New Orleans, Louisiana. Later distilleries and breweries 
were built and flourished. 

Nicholas found it so difficult to support a family there that they 
decided to move to the country, So in the spring of 1821, he and 


his family located on an 80 acre farm which they purchased. It 
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was located at the south edge of Vigo County, 1 1/2 miles south- 
east of the present town of Prairie Creek, or Middletown, Indiana. 
Here they cleared a.garden.spot.and built a log house. The entire 
60 acres was in timber when they bought it. 

At this point in the history, we find the beginning of an educa- 
tional system at Prairie Creek. Nicholas (3rd), being an educated 
man, became the first school teacher at Prairie Creek. He 
taught first, ina rudely constructed log school house built on the 
outskirts of the little town. It was a building with a fireplace on 
the ground and no chimney. The smoke escaped through a hole 
in the roof. Afterwards another school house was erected one 
mile north of Prairie Creek on Hanger Hill, It, too, was built 
of logs, and the seats were splitlogs. It had afloor of split logs 
and a large fire place at one end witha chimney to carry away 
the smoke and gases. The roof was of boards, and a log was 
partly cut out and a few window panes placed therein. The next 
School house was erected near the First Baptist Church which 
at that time was also of log construction. It was east of the 
church and just outside the grave yard, facing the old east and 
west highway. Vincent Yeager was the contractor and builder. 
This building was of board construction. 

The next school was built on the west side of the street and 
about half way between the present Christian Church and the old 
Vincnet or James (Jim Red) Yeager home. One McClellan Fisk, 
who will be 90 years old in April 1953, reports having attended 
this school at the age of five. He also remembers the grist mill 
that William Gobin operated across from the Modern Woodman 
Hall south, and the Joseph Thompson Flour mill when it was of 
wood construction. It was at that time in its present location 
as it was afterward when changed to a brick structure. He also 
remembered the old hotel that was on the northeast corner of 
Route #63 and #246, which was the stop-over station for the stage 
coach line where they rested and fed their horses. This hotel 
is reported to be the first building erected in Prairie Creek after 
the town was laid out, and it was still standing in 1880. McClellan 
Fisk died May 23, 1953 and was buried at West Lawn Cemetery, 
Prairie Creek, Ind. 

In the year 1670 a brick building was erected on the present 
School property of today. This contained two rooms down stairs 
and one large room upstairs. Untill 1900. At this time the up- 
Stairs was divided into two rooms and the first high school classes 
were taught. In 1907 three years of high school were taught for 
the first time. In 1909 the building was greatly remodeled. A 
furnace was built beneath the building, and various changes were 
made within, and for the first time, the fourth year of high school 
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was taught. In the year 1910 the school became an accredited 
high school. In that year a new brick school was built on this 
same site. The one built in 1870 and remodeled in 1909 was 
torn down. The present structure is a large brick one witha 
full basement beneath it. 

Many business men and women, such as lawyers, superin- 
tendents, those that fill the best pulpits in America, Legislators, 
etc. have once been students in the Prairied Creek Schools. 

In 1912 it was decided to establish a Hall of Fame, since 
Prairie Creek had produced many famous men. After consider- 
ing a long list of worthy men who had once been students, the 
following were given the largest number of votes: 


Elijah A. Hanley, presdient of Franklin College. 
Erastus T. Hanley, prominent physician and surgeon and head 
of the health department in Seattle, Washington. 
Dick T. Morgan, a U. 8S. Representative from Oklahoma. 
Walier Piety Morgan, a teacher of a High school in Chicago, - 
Illinois, and at one time superintendent of the Terre Haute 
Schools. 
James C. Pjety, a teacher of mathematics and history ina 
Chicago high school. 
Benjamin Rynerson, a prominent physician born and reared in 
Prairie Creek township, Vigo County, and practiced here 
until 1905 when he moved to Prairieton, Indiana. 


It was the intention to add two names every five years. 
This hall of fame record was copied from a Prairie Creek high 
School-Arbutus Dated March - 1912. 
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Bammie Piety 
Albert Powers 
Addie Yeager 
= Lucy Ash 

==! Vestie Johnson 
=| Bertie Yeager 
Everett Yeager 
Nellie Johnson 
Philip Powers 
May Yeager 
Robert Corbin 


: _e CENTER ROW 


Homer Powers 
Cash C. Piety 
Edsil Yeager 
Myrtle Fenton 
Clinton Johnson 
Myrtle Starkey 
Zella Johnson 
Arpie Johnson 
Deliah Fenton 


Wyman School, Herman H. Vanvleck, 
teacher, 1893-94, 


FRONT ROW Louis Yeager 
Cecil Johnson Lennie Wilfon 
William Armstrong Morris Yeager 


The visitors were 


Charlie R. Piety Pearl Johnson Docia Yeager, standing; 
Charlie S. Ash Bell Yeager oP in ac 

Sy Se. >. Minnie Peak, seated, 
Cash Fenton Elsie Wilfon PME, Taucer richt 
Alma Ash Effie Wilfon a ES et 
Arthur Drake Iron Wilfon 
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PRAIRIE CREEK SCHOOL 
Wm Kessler, Principal, 
1894-95, 
First Short Row, front, 2nd Row Seated, Cont’d. 
Seated. 
1. Glen Gobin. 17. Charlie Piety. 
2. Sylvai Elliot Hayhurst. 18. Harry Kinser. 
3. Hattie Johnson Hayhurst. na : 
4. Granville Johnson (“Skeet”) Hiret How Front, Standing 
9. Lula Rice Johnson. 1. vernon Perry. 
6. Lora McClanahan Weir. 3. Frona Johnson Fisk. 
7. Electa Atha Vesley. 33. Mary Elliott Hutton. 
4. Gertrude Hunt Roseman. 
aaimpwsseates. 5. Delphia McGranahan. 
1. Evilo Turner Lovelace. 6. John Frakes (“Fat”) 
2. Nora McClanahan Ferris. 7. Grover Elliott. 
3. Lula Trueblood DeBaun. 8. Gladys Elliott. 
4. Mary Hunt. 9. Leslie Fisk. (Little Bootsie) 
0. Clemmie Johnson Stevens. 10. Bee McGrew. 
6. Lois Hunt. 11. Pearl Elliott. (“Pill”) 
7. Margaret Wilson. 12. Ora Elliott Rynerson. 
8. Gus Piety. 13. Tressie Rosel. 
9. Charley Wilkerson, 14. Alva Johnson (“Buddy”) 
10. Everett Johnson, 15. Roscoe Frakes (“Didaloro”) 
11. Mrs. Macy teacer. 16. Blaine Trueblood (“Buver”) 
12. Treat Piety. : : 
13. Roxie Johnson Newlin. paaeahal ipa ei a 
14, Fred Hall (“Cuddie”) 1. William Kessel, Principal. 
15. Harry Hunt. 2. Delpha Bennett. 
16. Gus Elliott. 3. Zettie Rosel. 
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School Picture 24 


Prairie Creek School 
1894-95, cont’d, 


2nd row Standing, 


4, Lula Johnson Fulton, 
0. Mattie Rice Kruzan, 
6. Grace Yeager Hunt, 
7. Lura Hopewell Paddock. 
8. Maggie Hopewell. 
9. Frank Piety. 
10. Ulysses Rynerson., 


11, Archie Lovelace (*Crut”) 


12, Cleve Hopewell. 
13, Othelow Yeager (“Buck”) 
14, Mrs. Macy, teacher, 


3rd Row Standing, 


Lola Holloway. 

Glen Trueblood Bryant, 
Ida Shoemaker, 

Sarah Wilkerson Starkey 
Orpha Hall. 

Oito Yeager, 

Ferd McAlister, 

Claude Elliott (“Skip”) 
Zelda Frakes, 

10, Jarsie Thomas Johnson. 
11. Floy Holloway. 

12. Lillis T 
13, Claude Blythe (“Giggie”) 
14, Carl Yeager. 


OO WIM of w WHO mo 


4th Row Standing 


Lula Shoemaker, 

Rosa Hunt Rector, 
Grace Turner Williams. 
Urah Johnson Kenneday,. 
Ethel Piety. 

Luella Wright, 

Goldie Piety, 

Ella Weir, 

Stella Browning, 

10. Zadoc Piety. 
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rueblood Stranahan. 


11, 
i is 
13. 
14, 
15, 


99. 
10, 


i 
12. 


13. 
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4TH Row Standing, Cont’d, 


Joe Bailey (“Bidley”) 
Claude Lloyd. 

Tressa Gobin Johnson. 
Emma Frakes Moore, 
Pearley Watson. 


9TH Row Standing. 


Lura Pogue Kester. 
Minnie Trueblcod Kessel. 
Audrey Shoemaker Andeson, 
Lera Pogue Morgan, 
Agnes Piety Williams, 
Nellie Watson Capps. 
Nellie Thomas Watson, 
Flora Bunch, 

Nettie Reed, 

Minnie Hunt Drake, 
Arthur Hunt, 

Bert Bledsoe, 

Andy Elliott. 


Back Row Standing 


Willie Shoemaker, 

Fred Meyers. 

Ferd Hauger. 

Roscoe Kester, 

Orville Watson. 

Erastus T. Hanley (*Zate”) 
Audie Stranahan (*Stricker®) 
Okus Hanley. 

Dick Drake, 

Albert Elliott 

Myrtle Lee Kester, 

Zula McGrew, 

Everett Weir. 

Ward Frakes (*Warpie”) 
Clyde Yeager. 
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First Prairie Creek Brick School, built 1870 
May Waldorph, Teacher 1879 “S77? 


BACK ROW 


Joseph B. Ferran, 
Charles R, Piety. 
Orville Frakes, 
Guy Rynerson., 
Alvin Rosel, 
Freeman Watson. 
Harvey Morgan. 
Rolla Denney. 
Ernest Shoemaker, 
Treat Piety, 
Herbert Shoemaker, 


2ND ROW 


Lelah Ring, 
Hattie Johnson, 
Edith Johnson, 
Ocie Yeager 
Gladys Whalen. 
Roxie Johnson, 
Nellie Elliott, 
Maude Pinkston, 
Grace Compton, 
Harry Huddleson, 
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First Prairie Creek Brick School 
built 1870, Cont*d, 


3RD ROW FRONT ROW 
Chauncey R. Yeager, Mame Denny. 
Cash Meyers, Herman “Spider” Stewart. 
Joseph Wilson, Emory Northup, 
Hosie Johnson, Cecil J. Piety. 
Gerald Weddle, Tommie Weir, 
Cleo Weir, Henry Allen McGrew, 
Nora McClanahan, Alvin McGrew, 
Ocie Johnson, Leonard Lloyd, 
Harry Kinser. John H. Compton, 
Vina Piety, Don Whalen 
Leona Yeager, Opal Rice, 
Ethel Eltiott, Edna Shoemaker, 


The visitors on the left are Pansy Wheatley and Tichie Tiche- 
nor, They run a millinery shop in Masonic Hall. 
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Oldest Known Prairie Creek School 
picture, Taken in 1892, 
Thomas Grosgean teacher, 


FIRST ROW FRONT FIRST ROW FRONT CONT’D 
Roscoe Frakes, Sarah Wilkerson, 
Claude Elliott. Pearly Watson, 
Frank Piety, Grover Stevens, 
Opha Stranahan. Tressie Rosel, 
Mary Elliott, Fronie Johnson, 
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Oldest known Prairie Creek School 


picture, Taken in 1892, 


FIRST ROW FRONT CONT’D 


Ora Elliott. 

Glen Trueblood., 
Clemmie Johnson, 
Ida Shoemaker, 
Lillis Trueblood., 
Ethel Piety, 
Delpha Bennett. 
Gloda Piety. 
Jessie Rosel. 
Mattie Rice, 
Tressie Gobin, 
Ella Weir, 
Emma Frakes, 


2ND ROW 


TOM GROSJEAN, teacher 
Charlie Piety, 

Othello Yeager, 

Zadock Piety. 

Andy Elliott. 

Blaine Trueblood, 
Archie Lovelace. 

Not known, 

Cecil Ferguson 

MR. TOUR, teacher, 
Grace Turner, 

Ida Wilson, 

Luella Wright. 

Flora Stevens. 

Stella Browning, 

BELL HARRIS, teacher, 


3RD ROW 


Walter Moore, 
Tommie Fuston. 
Albert Elliott. 
Arthur Hunt. 
Clyde Kirkham. 
Orphie Hall, 


38RD ROW CONT’D 


Claude Blythe. 
Lula Shoemaker, 
Lera Pogue, 
Lurie Pogue, 
Alta Stevens, 

Ida Elliott, 
Frances McGrew, 
Violet Rosel. 
Hettie Thomas. 


Fannie Kester, 


Ora Lowe, 
Dolly Fuston, 
Agnes Piety. 
Dick Weir, 
Everett Weir, 


4TH ROW 


Thomas Kirkham, 
Tommie Fuston. 
Arthur Hunt, 

Elvie Yeager, 
Ophila Piety. 

Bill Shoemaker, 
Everett Wilkerson, 
Maude Yeager. 
Nellie Thomas, 
Lennie Beauchamp. 
Bernie Thomas. 
Cora Stevens, 

Zula McGrew, 
Zella Elliott, 
Nettie Browning, 
Rhoda Thomas, 
Ross Elliott. 


oTH ROW 


Nettie Pogue, 
Nellie Hunt, 
Minta Weir. 
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Oldest known Prairie Creek School Picture, 
Taken in 1892, 25A, continued. 


STH ROW CONT’D 6TH ROW 
Cora Thompson, Joe Wilson, 
Wilmer Turner, Hank Canada, 
Johnnie Watson, Blanche Rice, 
Lizzie Fuston, Gertrude Meeker, 
Lura Lloyd, John Canada, 
Kit Canada, Artie Hunt, 
Nellie Rynerson, Frank De Vol. 
Lennie Fagg, Floe Wilson, De Vol. 
Loia Thomas. Effie Elliott, 
Janie Vanguilder, Otis Weir. P 


Edith Piety, 
Mayme Shoemaker, 


Tom Grosjean, the teacher of this school, rode a bicycle back 
and forth daily from Terre Haute, Indiana, fifteen miles away 
while teaching the term. 


The two following letters written in 1894 are here reproduced 
word for word, as they were originally written. The first is as 
follows: 


Corning, Kansas, 
Oct, 13-94, 


NTA. Yeager, I received your letter a fiew days ago staten 
you would like to get the names of the whare abouts of the Yeager 
family Aunt Eliza Thompson was a liven two or three months ago 
i dont know just whare She is at. She is at John Dennis or Sim 
Shoemaker Nancy Thompson that is Eliza Thompsons oldest 
child married John Dennis Their post office address is Thayer 
Neosha Co, Kansas. Melvina married Sim Shoemaker their post 
Office address is Moneti Mo. Henretey married William Wagner 
first and he died and she married again i ant certain what his name 
is i think it is Mike Graball they lived at Wilmore Neb, a fiew 
months ago, The rest of Aunt Eilizas family is all dead Meary 
Jane married Jake Meagehee and had a big family and she died 
her and her man parted a fiew years before she died her oldest 
son John Meagehee lives in Seneca Kansas and i think Nicholas 
maried Sarah Parker and had five children and he died two or 
three years ago Korning Kansas is their post office Malinda is 
dead as you stated she maried James Raldell and he is maried 
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LITTLE BRICK SCHOOL 
Edna Collins, teacher, 1903-04, 


BACK ROW, left to right. 


Hubert Collins, 
Claude Watson 
Dorph Brown. 
Ray Power 
Fred Gobin, 
Clyde Watson. 
Harry Brown. 


CENTER ROW 


Sarah Clark, 
Lucy Collins, 
Florence Watson, 
Marguerite Gobin. 


CENTER ROW CONT’D 


Lena Trueblood, 
Edith Gobin. 


FRONT ROW 


Flossie Power, 
Glen Watson, 
Ben Hamilton, 
Floyd Phillips. 
Clyde Frakes, 
Paul Williams, 
Stanley Clark. 
Ray Watson, 
Tony Williams, 
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again she had five girls and two boys and they are all maried and 
scattered around a rite smart i do not know where they all live 
James Randell thats their father lives here Corning Kansas his 
address if you want to write to Aunt Eliza Thompson direct to 
John Dennis Thayer Kan, and if she haint there tell them to send 
it to her i was born in December 2, 1842 and my wife June 27- 
1841 my children are all at home and there haint none of them 
maried the oldest name is James W. Thompson born Oct, 23- 
1868 John A June 7-1870. Joseph P, November 23-1871. He 
lives at Thayer Kansas Charley Vinson April 7-1873 Nancy 
Rosetta April 21-1875 William Elmer December 23-1879. We 
are all well at present crops is pretty poor here some is catherin 
corn and some aint commenced yet it makes from nothing to 30 
bu. per acre about ten is the average. Apples is prity plenty but 
not a full crop this is all at present, 


SIGNED Wm Thompson, 


This William Thompson is a son of Nancy (Yeager) Thompson 
and is a brother of Joseph who operated a flour mill at Middle- 
town, Indiana for a number of years, 


Thayer Kansas 
Oct. 29, 1894 


Dear Nephew Your letter of the 19th instant at hand. I re. 
ceived with pleasure, I was pleased to hear of my relatives and 
was very favorably impressed with the contents of your letter in 
that you were enquiring after the genealogy of the Yeager family, 
and I will give you all the information I can which is but little, 

My grandfather’s name was Solomon Yeager he was Dutch and 
in them days that class which was called the High Dutch, He 
lived to the age of 101 or 102, I don’t remember which it was, but 
his death took place on the 24th of October, 1854. He died in 
White County, West Tennessee, His sons and daughters numbered 
16. I do not know how many of them lived to years of maturity, 
but there were seven sons and four daughters. The seven sons 
names were Daniel—he was the oldest that lived of the family— 
and the remainder of the sons I will give you their names which 
is Benjamin, James, Solomon, Nicholas, Joel, and Elias. Ido 
not know who any of them married but they were all married 
Eliza husband name was Wm Farley. Susan maried a man by the 
hame of Thomas Broile and Pollys husbands name Ruben Wilhite 
Abigail Husbands name was Isum Farley, 

Uncle Joel died in Lacleda County, Mo. in the year 1852 or 53, 
and I do not know €nough about their descendants to tell anything 
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of their number or ages or anything worth relating. Only Uncle 
Wm Farleys oldes daughter married a man by the name of Frank- 
lin Pass and in 1851 was at my house at the same time my father 
and brother Nicholas was visiting me. My father Nicholas Yeager 


‘maried a girl by the name of Polly Robison and lived in Kentucky 


until there were five children born to them, two pairs of twins 
included. Their oldest children were twins but did not live long. 
The next was Vincent born 1808 on June 8th. The second Louiza 
was born Dec. 11, 1809 and I, Eliza was born Feb, 28, 1811, and 
mother died in Ohio and J understand it was when those twins 
were about six weeks old, and in process of time my father was 
married to Henrette Baily and their oldest child, John was born 
on March the 2nd 1817. The second born May 1899 His name 
was James Calvert. The third a daughter born Aug, 27, 1821 
Her name was Mary, and the 4th, Clarissa was born Oct, the 
seventh 1823, The fifth his name was Clement and I cannot re- 
membert the year of his birth, but he was born on the 27th of 
April The 6th Nicholas Solomon was born on the 2nd of June 1831 
My father died in Feb, 1854, He died in Louisiana, Brother 
James died in Louisiana in the year 1842 Vincent was married 
to Sally Piety on the 10th day of Feb, 1830. Their children were 
Nicholas, Franklin, Mary Jane, Vienna, Milton, Samuel died be- 
fore he was a year old. Dyann, and Henretta, So you can readilly 
see they had four sons and four daughters, 

Louisa was married to Joseph Thompson on the 24th of June 
1826 They had an only child His name was Nicholas, Louiza died 
in less than two years after her marriage. 

I was married to John Thompson. We had nine children born 
to us, 3 sons and six daughters, He died Nov 3, 1869. 

Wilson was born 4-24-1831, died 10-3-1833, Nancy born 3-2- 
1833, Mary Jane was born Feb, 27, 1835. Dyantha born Mar. 29, 
1837. Malinda born May 29-1839, Eliza Malvina born June 
13-1842, Nicholas born July the 13-1844. Henretta Indiana born 
Feb, 23-1847 Wm Jeremiah born Aug 10, 1850. Dyantha died 
Oct 10-1851. Mary Jane was maried to Jacob McGehee Sept. 4- 
1851 and died the 20th of Dec. 1886 leaving 6 sons and 4 daughters. 

Malinda was married to James L, Bandle Feb. 11-1858 and 
died May 13, 1883, she left 2 sons and 5 daughters. Nicholas was 
married Jan the 19th-1865 and died Sept. 4-1890 left 4 sons and 
one daughter, My oldest Nancy was maried to John W. Dennis 
the 15th of May 1857 Malvina was married to Simeon Shoemaker 
Oct. the first 1870 they had 2 sons born to them of which the 
oldest is living and was 25 years old the 18th and the smartest 
man to my opinion that I ever heard talk. Her youngest died in 
his fifth year. Henrette was married to Wm Weber Aug. 19-1866, 
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He died and left her with two children one son and one daughter. 
She has since married a man by the name of Max Fralian and 

is living in Wymore, Neb. My youngest child William Jeremiah 
died Aug 29, 1859, Brother William was maried on 25 of Decem- 
ber 1834 to Lorinda Sparks Their children ware 2 sons and 2 
daughters, Madison, Harvey Merrit and Nancy Jane and Jemima. 
Wm had a second wife. They had six children two of whom are 
dead. Thos that are living are 3 daughters and one son. Their 
names are Eliza Jane, Sarah Alice and Henrette and Henry Vin- 
cent. Vincent died in the year 1874. My husband died in the year 
1869 on the 3rd of Nov, and as for correct information from the 
year 1844 until the present time, I think you can get that from 
sister Nancy family and it would be needless for me to say my | 
education is very limited for you can readily see that, but I have 
tried to make it so you can understand it but if there is any part 
that you do not understand or anything that I chave omitted that 
you think I would be likely to know and it would be for your in~ 
struction please let me know and I will try to make it plain. 

Iam in the dark as to whose son you are and I would like to 
know and also to know where your home is so please write when 
convenient, 

Iam well and spry for one of my age and hoping this will reach 
you in due season and find you enjoying all the blessings of life 
and also that we may have further acquaintance, I will close for 
the present with all my affection for all my relatives. 


ELIZA THOMPSON. 


I would like to speak of three of the family who were only child- 
en but were noted for their superiority, Dyantha Thompson was 
born Mar, 29, 1837 was noted for her beauty and excellent 
qualities in every way, 

Harvey Merrit Yeager joined the Baptist church at the age of 
11 or 12 years and was a devoted Christian and capable of giving 
instructions to the most of men at 40 and was noted for his shrude- 
ness and his knowledge of the things to come and of the Savior’s 
mission into this world. He died in the year 1851, and my son 
Wm Jeremiah for his superior memory and amiable disposition 
and his superior knowledge of the globe and elements. I never 
saw him mad or discouraged. He was born Aug, 10-1851, died 
Aug, 29-1859. 


ELIZA THOMPSON, 


This Eliza Thompson was a sister to Vincent Yeager and Nancy 
(Yeager) Thompson. 
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A marriage record on file at the court house, Terre Haute, 


Indiana says: 


Vincent Yeager and Sally Piety 
United in Marriage Feb. 18, 1830 
by William Stansil, M.C. Recorded 

February 20, 1830 


| Wed eaten cas ONS alae Ria dr ae ice teas cae 
Ses : ‘ 


Vincent and Sarah (Piety) Yeager. 


The following record of Vincent and Sarah was taken from 


Wolfe’s Early History of Sullivan County, Indiana, Volume 2, 
Page 138: 


“Vincent Yeager, the third child of Nicholas (3rd) and Polly 
Robison, was born June 8, 1808 and died October 23, 1874, 


Vincent Yeager went to Terre Haute, Indiana with his father 
and stepmother, Nicholas (3rd) and Henrietta Yeager, just after 
the War of 1812. His father purchased a farm of 80 acres on 
the southeastern part of Vigo County, the same being in heavy 
timber, The father lived there until 1837, and then sold and 
moved with his family to Louisiana where he died 1854. His 
second set of children was taken south with him where they 
were raised, married, raised families, and died. 

Vincent married Sarah (Miller) Piety, the daughter of 
Austin Piety (2nd) and Mary (Miller) Piety who were born in 
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Kentucky and North Carolina respectively. Sarah, his wife, 
was born 1809 and died in 1877. Vincent built a home on 
what is now known as the Jim Red Yeager property, anda 
rattle snake got under the floor. A neighbor was called and 
the floor taken up. The snake was killed, and it had 11 rattles, 

Three of Vincent’s children were born at this home; Nicho- 
las, William Franklin, and Mary Jane, 

Vincent was one of the main or chief carpenters in the 
building of the Christian Church, The other Carpenters were 
John De Vol and his son, Arthur De Vol. 

Vincent sold this home in the year 1837, intending to move 
to Texas, but after getting as far south as New Orleans, he 
was induced as a result of the border troubles connected with 
the Mexican War to locate in another section of the country, 
His oldest son, Nicholas, was near six years old when this 
trip was made, and he remembercd the Mexican General, 
Santa Ana, being carried onto the boat badly wounded, un- 
conscious, and all bloody, fresh from battle, 

Vincent, remembering his old home, retraced his steps 
to Fairbanks Township Indiana where he entered a quarter 
section of timber land in Section 12. This tract he improved 
and there resided about fifteen years. He then moved to 
Middletown on the property now known as the Peter Kester 
or Otis Weir property where he died Oct. 23, 1874. His good 
wife died April 24, 1877, 

There were four sons and four daughters born to this 
union. The records on the stone are as follows: Vincent, 
born June 8, 1808, died Oct, 27, 1874, Sarah born February 
14, 1809, died April 24, 1877, They are buried in West Lawn 
Cemetery, Prairie Creek, Indiana.” 


Nicholas Yeager, 4th , son and first child of Vincent and Sarah 
(Piety) Yeager, was born at Prairie Creek, Ind., Dec. 17, 1831, and 
died April 8, 1924. He married Isabelle Dilla, May 12, 1853, He 
next married Sarah Liston in 1880, and his third wife was Chloe 
Willis, whom he married Dec. 6, 1888. To this union was born 
one child, Willis Nicholas Yeager, He died in infancy; born 
March 23, 1891, he died March 25, 1891, and was buried in Pogue 
grave yard. 

To his first wife, Isabelle Dilla were born twelve children, as 
follows: James, born April 1, 1854, died May 17, 1934 and was 
buried in West Lawn, 

John, born Oct. 4, 1855: died April 16, 1927, buried at West 

Lawn, 

Sarah, born July 28, 1857; died Nov. 1, 1886, buried at Pogue 

grave yard, 
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Nicholas and Franklin Yeager 
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Dianna Yeager 


Warren Milton Yeager 
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Jane, born Jan. 10, 1859; died Dec. 13, 1882, buried in Pogue 
grave yard, 

Francis, born Oct. 10, 1860; died March 20, 1931; buried in 
Riverside Cemetery, at Spokane, Washington, 

William, born April 9, 1862; died Feb. 25, 1937; buried at 
Riverside Cemetery, Spokane, Washington, 

Theodosia, born March 12, 1865; died Feb, 6, 1918; buried in 
Pogue Grave yard. 

Vienna, born Dec, 13, 1866; died Feb, 22, 1895; buried in 
Pogue grave yard, 

Joseph, born Oct. 3, 1868; died April 23, 1935; cremated at 
san Francisco, Calif, 

Nora, born Oct. 4, 18°70: died Nov. , 1904; buried in Pogue 
grave yard, 

Ida, born April 1, 1873; died Aug. 18, 1937; buried at New 
Harmony grave yard, 

Alberta, born Dec. 5, 1876, living at time of this writing. 


Alberta has a letter written to her father, dated Sept. 5, 1883, 
and signed your affectionate gr andmother, Doliy Piety. ae is 
believed to be from his step-; grandmother, Polly, who was Austin 
Piety’s second wife who died in Perry G@auaty: Indiana. The 
records there also show a Polly Piety who married a John Hemp- 
hill in 1842, This Polly was the daugher of Winfield Piety who 
was born in 1816, 

The letter is not in an envelope, but is written on one side of 
the paper and folded in such a way that the letter is on the inside 
and the address on the outside, It was sealed with wax and is 
postmarked Troy, Indiana, 1853, 

William Franklin Yeager, a son and second child of Vincent 
and Sarah (Piety) Yeager, was born in Prairie Creek, Indiana, 
Oct..15,.1832, He, wagia ater in the Civil War, actin at 
Hartford, Indiana, Sept. 18, 1861, and assigned to Co, D, 43rd 
Re giment, Indians Toiaateys He was commissioned a and Lieu- 
tenant, promoted to First Lieutenant and assigned to the same 
Mbaheritsstrg He was mustered out with his company, a first lieu- 
tenant, June 14, 1865, at Indianapolis, Indiana. 

He sores: ieoe Smith, who was born Oct, 17, 1833, and died 
May 2, 1898. He died Maw. 17, 1917. They are buried in West 
Lawn Cemetery, west of Sct pea They were the parents of 
the following eleven children: Katherine, Charley, Franky, Monte, 
Sattie, John, Chancy, an infant unnamed, Maude and Claude, twins, 
and Zelv ie (Zice) Yeager, 

Franky was born while her father was in the service, hence the 

name, 

William Franklin’s War Department record lists him as a 


farmer and stock trader. 
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Mary Jane Yeager, a daughter and third child of Vincent and 
Sarah (Piety) Yeager was born in Prairie Creek, Indiana, 1835, 
and died in 1920. She was buried in West Lawn Cemetery beside 
her first husband, 

John Ernest, born 1831, died in 1872. He and Mary Jane were 
the parents of the following two children: Clista, who was born in 
1857 and died in 1907, and was buried in West Lawn, and Cona, 
who was born in 1860 and died in 1935, was also buried there, 

Mary Jane married a second time, her husband being Lewis 
Hale. To this union no children were born. He was born in 1849 
and died in 1927. He was cremated at Indianpolis and his ashes 
scattered on Mary Jane’s grave in West Lawn Cemetery. They 
had an adopted daugher, Allie Hale (Bailey), 

Vienna Yeager, 4th child of Vincent and Sarah (Piety) Yeager, 
married Oliver Perry. She was born in Fairbanks Township on 
her father’s farm east of the old Wyman Schoo! House Dec, 13, 
1836. She lived after marriage at Jewett, Illinois, and died and 
was buried there, December 23, 1872. She was the mother of the 
following five children: Belle, William, Adolphus, Dianna, and 
Clem Perry. ‘Dolph Perry, died 7-1955, age 95 years. 

Warren Milton Yeager, a son and fifth child of Vincent and 
Sarah (Piety) Yeager, was born Jan. 30, 1839 in Fairbanks Town- 
ship, Sullivan County, Indiana, some three miles southeast of 
Middletown on the old homestead east of the old Wyman school, 
He received a very meager education and was always a farmer, 
At the age of 25, he married Ellen De Baun., He was a successful 
farmer and came to be worth some thirty thousand dollars, which 
in that day was equivalent to more than a hundred thousand dollars 
would be today. 

After his marriage, they lived in Sullivan County until the year 
1875: located about four miles southeast of Middletown in Sullivan 
County, Indiana. He later moved to the old Jamison farm, a half 
mile south of Middletown, and in 1890 or soon after, he built a 
home on the north line adjoining that town. 

His first wife died March 29, 1882, and he was married again in 
1883 to Maggie Wilson, To his first wife were born four children: 
Adran, born 1861; died 1922, buried at West Lawn, Alvan Rosen- 
crans, born 1863 and dying 1923, buried at New Harmony. 

Mary Josephine was born 1864 and died in 1888. She was buried 
in De Witte Cemetery, De Witte, Nebraska, 

Vincent, born in 1866, died May 30, 1954, was buried in West 
Lawn, 

To his second wife, one child, Grace, was born in 1884 and 
was living at this writing (1954). pega JAM 7 -/757. 

Warren Milton Yeager was born in 1839 and died Feb, 7, 1907. 
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He was buried in West Lawn at Prairie Creek, Indiana. He 
was raised in and lived after marriage in a section of country 
called the Heavy Timber Section, He said in after years that 
except a chicken now and then and the fresh meat at hog killing 
time, the only fresh meat they had was wild games Squirrel 
quail, and rabbits were reasonably plentiful at the time. They 
had only white or flour bread to eat on Sunday, and black or 
corn bread to eat on week days. 

The sixth child, Samuel, died before he was a year old, 

The seventh child, Dianna Yeager, was born in 1837 and died 
in 1895. She was buried at Jewett, Iinois. She married Icelas 
Morgan and was the mother of one child, Edgar, who later grad- 
uated from Effingham College and was the principal of the 
Jewett School in 1895, The above information was in a letter 
written by Maude Yeager, 

The eighth and last child of Vincent and Sarah (Piety) Yeager 
was Henrietta. Henrietta Yeager married Amos Elliott whose 
father, Simeon Elliott, was the chief blacksmith of Middletown 
for a number of years, Simeon was born May 2, 1824 and died 
Feb, 18, 1898. Amos’s mother was Lavina Hauger, The Elliotts 
and Haugers migrated to Indiana from Kentucky soon after 
Indiana became a state, 

Henrietta Yeager was born Dec. 13, 1847 and died Jan, 16, 
1885. Her father was Vincent Yeager, who was born June 8, 
1808 and died Oct. 23, 1874, Vincent Yeager’s father was Nicho- 
las Yeager, 3rd, who was born in Washington County, Tennessee 
Sept. 3, 1784 and died in Louisiana 1854. Nicholas, 3rd married 
Polly Robison of Culpepper County, Virginia, in 1807 and shortly 
thereafter migrated to Kentucky and settled near Lexington, 
They remained there until their first five children were born, 
and then moved to Middietown, Butler County, Ohio. From here 
they went by boat down the big Miami River to the Ohio, down 
the Ohio to the mouth of the Wabash, and thence, upstream to 
Terre Haute, Indiana, They landed there in 1815 or 16 and later 
moved to an 80 acre farm which they bought approximately one 
and a half miles southeast of the present village of Middletwon 
(Prairie Creek), Indiana. Nicholas, 3rd was the first school 
teacher in Prairie Creek, He sold his farm in 1837 and moved 
to Louisiana where he died Feb. 4, 1854, 

Henrietta Yeager’s mother was Sarah Piety. She was born 
in Kentucky in 1809 and married Vincent Yeager in 1830, She 
died April 24, 1877, Sarah, or “Sally” as she was then called 
was the daughter of Austin Piety who was born in Kentucky 
August 19th, 1793, and Mary (Miller) Piety, born in North 
Carolina, This record is in an Barly History of Sullivan County, 
Vol, 2, page 138, by Wolfe, 
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A PARTIAL GENEALOGY 
of the 
WILSON FAMILY 


The early Wilsons, being Quakers, were traced through 
their church records, Robert Wilson and his wife, Ann Hoag, 
lived at Scarborough, England in the County of York. They were 
members of the “Society of Friends” or “Quakers”, They came 
to America in 1682 and landed at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
settling in the Township of Chesterfield in Burlington County, 
New Jersey. 

At an early date a settlemtn had been made by a colony of 
“Friends” at what is known as *Quaker Settlement”? in Al- 
lemuchy Township, Warren County, New Jersey, just north of 
Great Meadow. The lands purchased and settled by the colony 
were all contiguous and located in Warren County and the ad- 
joining township of Green in Sussex County, New Jersey. 

Among the early families who composed this settlement were 


Lundys, Stephens, Schooleys, Wilsons, and Buckleys, the Schooleys 


and the Wilsons being related by intermarriage, The vigo County, 
Indiana members of the Wilson family were descendants of 
Samuel I, Wilson who was born in Scarborough, England, May 1, 
1681, the son of Robert and Ann (Hoag) Wilson who came to 
America when he was one yearold. Samuel L. Wilson married 
Hester Overton and they settled at Chesterfield, New Jersey 
prior to 1707. They were the parents of eight children, the 
youngest of which was Gabriel Wilson, born July 23, 1725. This 
Gabriel Wilson married Elizabeth Lundy in 1648. They settled 
on the Great Meadow near Allemuchy, Warren County, New 
Jersey and had twelve children, eight of which grew to maturity. 
The twelfth child was Jeremiah Wilson, born Oct. 8, 1771. He 
married, first Joanna Moore of Woodbridge, New Jersey and 
settled in Washington County, Pennsylvania in 1793. On Nov. 2, 
1810, Jeremiah and five children moved to Warren County, Ohio. 
In 1613 Joanna died and was buried in Cincinnatti, Ohio, Public 
Burial Grounds, 

It is not known just where Jeremiah Wilson lived or traveled 
from 1813 to 1819, at which time he settled in Vigo County, 
Indiana, It appears that he left his children with some relatives 
in Ohio until 1819 when they got a certificate from Cincinnatti, 
Ohio monthly meeting to Lick Creek, Indiana Monthly Meeting. 
This latter monthly meeting was in the vicinity of Orange County, 
Indiana. 

By 1820 Jeremiah Wilson ahd his second wife, Elizabeth, were 
listed in the U. S, census of Vigo County, Indiana, Jeremiah 
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Wilson, Sr. died in December, 1828. His will is on record at 


the Vigo County Court House and was recorded Jan, 1, 1829. 
Jeremiah’s oldest child was Gabriel Wilson who married first, 
Sarah Frakes in Vigo Co., 1819. She died in 1830. They were 
the parents of Philip, Jane, Phoebe, Catherine, and Alexander, 
This family lived in the extreme southern part of Vigo County 
where it is listed in the 1830 U. S. census. Sarah was a sister 
to Rev. Asa Frakes, 

In 1830 Gabriel Wilson married as his second wife, Hanna 
Barrett, in Vigo Co. Soon afterward they moved to Knox County, 
Indiana where they both died. They were the parents of Rachel, 
Sarah, Henry, Gabriel, and William Wesley Wilson, 

Some of the family moved to Crawford County, Indiana where 
they were married. Later, some of them came back to Vigo 
County, Indiana, where some descendants are still living. 

The children of Robert Wilson and his wife Ann (Hoag) Wil- 
son are: 


Sarah, born Dec. 14, 1673 - died Sept. 1700. 
Deborah, " Sept. 21, 1674 - June, 1682. 
Rebecca, '" Feb, 14, 1677 - died March 12, 1760 
Samuel I,, born May 1, 1681 - died Dec, 19, 1761. 
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Old stone mansion, Isaac Wilson, prominent 


Hunterdon Co., New Jersey, Friends’ minister, reading the 


built by Samuel I, Wilson old Wilson bible. 
1736. 22g a147F -19/2, 


About two miles southwest of Quakertown , Hunterdon County, 
New Jersey, a stone mansion was built by Samuel I, Wilson in 
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1735. High up on its western gable was the inscription “S. H. W. 
1735”, the initials of Samuel and Hester (Overton) Wilson. This 
mansion was torn down and rebuilt in 1912 by W. D. W. This 
was Doctor Wolverton whose wife was Anne Wilson. The build- 
ing and farm are still in the Wilson family, though not in name. 
They are owned by Wolverton’s grandchildren, The present 
house, known as “the Mansion”, has the date stone, * S. H. W. 
1735” in the west front and another saying “Rebuilt by W. D. W. 
in 19422 

The old Wilson bible, brought to this country by Robert and 
Ann (Hoag) Wilson in 1682 is now in the Friends’ Historical 
Library at Swarthmore College, Pennsylvania, It was placed 
there for safe keeping and contains the early family records, 

Samuel I, was one year old when the family came to this 
country on the “Welcome” in the spring of 1682. The early 
Wilsons spelled their name with two L’s and still do so in New 
Jersey, while others left the extra “L” out. 

The children of Samuel I, Wilson and his wife, Hester (Over- 
ton) Wilson of Quakertown, Hunterdon County, New Jersey, are 
as follows: 


Samuel, 2nd born Jan, 19, 1706 - died 1785. 


Robert, MA Mpeg i tidoees: April 225s L785: 
Esther, eerie eta = Oe Via OS Dia. 
James, METMNOY Gt. Tito. Aue SOS Ler. 
Sarah, Mere Rpri ge iat =) March SPA. 
Ann, wm Pegune Oo, .t20" = ~~"? June’6,"182T. 
John, eer te inte RUE, STU. 


Gabriel, born July 23, 1725- " Oct. 28, 1805. 


Children of Gabriel Wilson, Ist, and wife, Elizabeth (Lundy) 
Wilson are: 


Charity, born Nov, 6, 1749, 

Robert, " Aug, 26, 1753 - died in Ky. 1816. 

Elizabeth," Aug. 7, 1751. 

Jemima, " Sept. 26, 1755 - died May 1803, 

Daniel, Jan, 1g,1758:-  " - April 29, 1807. 

Gabriel, 2nd., born Oct. 29, 1759 - died Oct. 3, 1816. 

Margaret, "April 24, 1761 - "in childhood. 

Ann, mIUMay 12° L763 =) ™Ooth 6 W181: 

John, born Oct. 6, 1765 - died in childhood. 

Jess, '" Aug. 27, 1766-" June 2, 1845, 

Samuel,"" Aug. 27, 1766 (atwin to Jess), died in May, 
1854 and was buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Troy, 
New York, 
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Isiah, born Jan., 1769 - died in infancy. 
se ee Jeremia jh, ok’ Aug. 10, 177 Le - died in Indiana. in 1829, 
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Here is some Ege 9 se data tae cing Samuel Wils 30n, son 
of Gabriel Wilson, 1st., and grandson of Samuel I. Wilson. 

In Oakwood Cemetery, Troy, New York, is the grave of F. 
Samuel Wilson, symbol of our great nation as Uncle Sam. In the 
War of 1812, Samuel Wilson operated a slaughter house in the 
village of Troy. He was popularly known as “Uncle Sam®” and 
from time to time supplied barrels of beef to the soldiers located 
at Greenbush, the barrels being stamped *U. 8S.” The soldiers 
from Troy designated this beef as *Uncle Sam’s”, implying that 
it was furnished by Samuel Wilson, The other recruits, thinking 
the term was derived from the letters, “U. S.” which really 
stood for “the United States”, This interpretation was picked 
up promptly by the other soldiers who began to call every thing 
that belonged to the government, “Uncle Sam’s”. This term, 
as applied to the United States quickly sprang into popular favor, 
and the weekly periodicals soon began to sketch caricature like- 
nesses by adding the long white beard and high hat, a typical] 
representation of our government, 

Samuel Wilson died in Troy, New York on July 13, 1854 and 
was interred in old Mt. Ida Cemetery. On April 2, 1856, a son, 
Benjamin Mann Wilson, purchased a double plot in Oakwood 
Cemetery and subsequently had the remains moved from Old 
Mt, Ida and re-interred in the plot in Oakwood, where they now 
rest in honor, a bronze plaque and a 30 foot flagpole from which 
flies the stars and stripes marking the spot, all this being so 
emblematic of all he represented. 

The monument pictured here was erected in 1931 by his grand 
daughter, Marion Wilson Sheldon, 


RECORD OF MONTHLY MEETINGS 
of 
QUAKER CHURCHES 


Cincinnatti, Ohio monthly meeting, Feb. 18, 1819: Gabriel, 
Elizabeth, Edith, Henry, William, and Jeremiah, Sr. received 
a cer tificate from Darby Creek monthly meeting, Ohio, gated 
August 19, 1819. 

Cincinnatti, Ohio Monthly meeting, April 18, 1819: Gabrier, 
Elizabeth, Edith, Henry, William and Jeremiah, children of 
Jeremiah, Sr., get certificate of removal to Lick Creek, In- 


diana Monthly meeting. 
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Grave stone of Samuel Wilson in Oakwood 


Cemetery, Troy, N. 
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Gabriel Wilson, 2nd. 


Sarah Wilson, nee Frakes, sister 


of Rev. Asa Pris and wine of 


Grabriel, 2nd. 
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William Wesley Wilson and 
Henry Wilson Family reunion. wife, Rachel (Belcher) Wilson. 
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Honey Creek monthly meeting first opened and held in Vigo 
County, Indiana, on September 9, 1820. 

Honey Creek monthly meeting, January 12, 1822, Honey Creek 
preparative mecting complains of Gabriel Wilson accomplishing 
his marriage contrary to discipline. Moses Hoggett and Joshua 
Crow are appointed to meet him on the occasion and report 
their care to the next meeting. The Friends appointed to visit 
Gabriel Wilson report that they had an opportunity with him to 
little satisfaction. An essay of testimony of disownment against 
him was read and approved May 11, 1822, and John Cox appointed 
to give him a copy of it, if requested, and inform him of his right 
to appeal. 

Honey Creek Monthly Meeting, June 8, 1822. The Friends 
appointed a commitiee last meeting to inform Gabriel Wilson 
of the proceedings of that meeting against him report to have 
complied. 


U. S. Census of Vigo Co., Indiana, 1820 
Gabriel Wilson 


One male 18 to 26 years of age. 
One female 16 to 26 years of age, 


Jeremiah Wilson 


Three males below 10 years of age. 
One male 16 to 18 years of age, 
One male 16 to 26 years of age. 
One male 20 to 45 years of age. 
One male of above 45 years of age. 
One female of 26 to 45 years of age. 


U. S. Census of Sullivan County, Indiana, 1830 
Gabriel Wilson 


One male under five years of age. 
One male 30 to 45 years of age. 

Two females under five years of age. 
One female 5 to 10 years of age. 

One female 40 to 50 years of age. 
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Marriage records of childrenof Jeremiah Wilson, Sr., Vigo 
County, Ind. 


Elizabeth Wilson married William Foster, April 4, 1818. 
William Wilson married Roxanna Sniffin May 9, 1818. 
Gabriel Wilson married Sarah Frankes Feb, 23, 1819. 

Edith Wilson married Edward Miles Jan, 21, 1825. 

Henry M. Wilson married Axyann Lancaster May 21, 1830. 

Gabriel Wilson (second marriage) married Hannah Barrett 
Sept. 20, 1831. 

John Wilson married Mary Watts May 26, 1836, 

Reuben Wilson married Nancy J. Gilcrease Nov. 8, 1834. 

Samuel Wilson married Louisa Jane Reeves Oct. 22, 1843. 

Miles Wilson married Matilda Eilen (date unknown) was 
living in Coles County, Illinois in 1849 and 1852, 

Aaron Wilson married Mary last name unknown. She 
died 1839 aged 19 years and was buried in Lykins Ceme- 
tery near Vigo, Indiana, Aaron died in 1846, aged 27 
years and is also buried in Lykins Cemetery. 

Jeremiah Wilson, Jr. It is not known if or whom he married 
or what became of him. 


Children of Gabriel Wilson, 2nd, and his first wife, Sarah 


(Frakes) Wilson: dq pTLY 
Philip, born 1820, died or was,drowned Feb, 20, 1841 in Knox 
Co., Ind. 
Jane, born 1822, died Dec, 27, 1858 in Vigo County of Typhoid 
lever: 
Phoebe, born 1824, died 1864 in Knox Co., Ind., married Moses 
Godman. 


Catherine, born Nov. 29, 1826, died in Orange Co., Ind., mar- 
ried James E, Brock, 

Alexander, born 1829, died in Arkansas- no further record of 
him. 


Jane Wilson married Thomas W. Piety May 12, 1842 and was 
the mother Of six children, as follows: 


Mary, born Oct, 18, 1843 

Winfield Scott, born June 10, 1847, 
Catherine, born Oct. 17, 1849. 
Susan L., born Oct. 28, 1851, 
William F., born Sept. 2, 1856. 
Robert, born Jan, 13, 1858. 


Children by Gabriel Wilson, 2nd, and his second wife, Hannah 
(Barrett) Wilson, are the following: 
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Rachel, born July 5, 1832; died 1907, 

Sarah, born July 21, 1833; died 1902. 

Gabriel, born January 10, 1837; died Nov. 11, 1838. 
William Wesley, born Dec. 8, 1838; died Jan, 12, 1916. 
Harry Barrett, born Oct. 6, 1843; died Nov. 22, 1912. 


Rachel and William Wesley Wilson are buried in Golden 
Cemeiery at Taswell, Crawford County, Indiana, 

Sarah is buried in Highfield Cemetery, six miles north of 
Taswell, Crawford County, Ind. 

Gabriel is buried in Golden Cemetery at Taswell. 

Henry Barreit is buried in West Lawn Cemetery at Prairie 
Creek, Ind, 

Henry B. Wilson died Nov, 22, 1912. He married Sarah Jane 
Rynerson.and was a soldier in the Civil War, He was at the 
Battle of Lookout Mountain, but took no part in the battle. He 
was being held in reserve with Co, F, 85th Regiment of Indiana 
Infantry, which, at the time was below a cloud above which the 
battle was being fought. He could hear the shooting, but was 
prevented from seeing the battle by the cloud from which a down 
pouring rain was falling. The battle, itself, however was fought 
in dry weather. 

Henry was taken prisoner at Thompson Station and was forced 
to march for three days during which no rations were issued. He 
found half an ear of corn which was that much more than the rest 
had to eat. He was in Libby prison for 30 days, but was then 
exchanged for a southern prisoner, He was the last on the list 
to be exchanged, and this was the last group ever exchanged at 
this prison, the exchanging of prisoners being discontinued. 

Libby Prison was an old tobacco warehouse at Richmond, 
Virginia, before it was converted into a prison, After the war 
it was dismantled and taken to Chicago where it was placed on 
Exhibition during the World’s Fair of 1893, After that it was 
again dismantled, some of the stones being used in the building 
of the Coliseum in Chicago. Some of the timbers were sold and 
were taken to northern Indiana some two miles off route 32 and 
used in the construction of a barn. 

Henry was honorably discharged as a Corporal in Co. F, 85th 
Indiana infantry June 12, 1865 near Washington, D, C. He then 
settled near Vigo, Indiana, and became a farmer, After marry- 
ing Sarah Jane Rynerson, they raised a family of the following 
thirteen children: 


Letha Ann, born Dec. 1, 1858 - died Oct. 20, 1928. 
Gabriel M., " Sept. 7, 1860- ' March 19, 1939, 
5 39 ag lt opal 1862- " young. 
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John, --- born ------~~----- died young. 

Curtis B.,. " March 31, 1866 - " Mar, 31, 1943. 
Charles, Teo UO ey OCL 22. Loa, 
Minnie Belle, Winnie Dell, and William D., triplets born 
April 11, 1872; 

Minnie Belle died Sept. 24, 1898; Winnie Dell died Jan. 4, 

1937, and William H. died in March 1952, 

Sarah Ellen, born Mar, 15, 1875 - died : 

Stella May, '" May 6, 1878 - 
‘Porter Albert " May 31, 1880 ~- died March 21, 1953. 
Benjamin Everett, born Feb, 27, 1882 - died Sept. 12, 1934. 


Henry’s wife, Sarah, received one hundred dollars from him 
while he was in the army during the Civil War, this being con- 
sidered a large sum during those days, The night she received 
it she was awakened by a noise that sounded as if some one 
slid or scooted on the floor, It would pause a little while and 
then slide again. Her first thought was of the money, and she 
feared someone was going to rob her. She lay in bed, her heart 
in her mouth, so it seemed, wondering what to do. Then she 
heard a grunt. What a relief to realize that it was a pig under 
the floor which had gotten wedged between two sleepers and 
was trying to get out! 

Sarah Jane was a sister to Benjamin F, Rynerson who became 
a prominent physician. His first office was at Vigo, Indiana in 
one room of the house tht a later became Known as the “Fat Asa 
Frakes Home”, The rest of the house being occupied by Art 
Bowen, who at that time was operating the old water-powered 
crist mill at Vigo. Art was the last water-power operator of 
this mill. He sold it to Fat Asa Frakes who was the town’s 
chief Blacksmith. Asa changed the mill from water power to 
steam power by installing a wood buring engine. 

Ben’s first patient, after becoming a full-fledged doctor, was 
Tena Paddock. She had typhoid fever at the time. The high 
temperature had disappeared, but she was just lying in bed with- 
out any strength and did not seem able to recover. Ben brought 
her back to normal, After that he moved his office to Prairie 
Creek, and his popularity as a physician increased by leaps and 
bounds, bringing him plenty of practice for the remainder of his 
life as a physician. 

Ben was a pupil at Prairie Creek High School, and his name 
was placed in their “Hall of Fame” in 1912, 

In later years he enjoyed telling of a fishing trip he and his 
nephew, Gabriel Wilson, made. There was a pond or slough 
east of his home, and when the Wabash River overflowed, it 
would leave fish in this pond. In the late summer or early fall 
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it would go dry. When it was low one fall, they waded in and 
stood still until they felt a fish nibbling at their legs. Then they 
would reach down very carefully and grab it. They were having 
good luck in this way, when Gabie said, “Wait a minute! I feel 
one, and its a big one, too! ” He reached down very carefully 
and brought up a large water moccassin, Needless to say, this 
ended the fishing for that day. 


The Family of William Wesley Wilson 


Wesley was an own brother to Henry B, Wilson, and he was 
buried in Golden Cemetery at Taswell, Indiana. He was born 
Dec, 8, 1837 and died Feb, 12, 1916. He married Rachel Bel- 
cher, born Aug, 14, 1844 and died June 10, 1916. She is also 
buried in Golden Cemetery. They were the parents of the follow- 
ing twelve children: 


John Henry Wilson, born Feb, 12, 1861 - died Jan. 17, 1952. 
He married Miranda Lou Mason Aug, 27, 1884, 

George Washington Wilson, born Sept. 30, 1862 ~ died Sept. 
11, 1942. He married a girl whose first name was Mary. 

William Jackson Wilson, born Nov, 12, 1865 - died May 2, 
1939, married America Brown. 

Evie Wilson, born Nov, 16, 1867, died in infancy. 

Mary Jane Wilson, born March 18, 1869, died Jan. 29, 1940, 
married Bud Brown, 

James F, Wilson, born Aug. 12, 1871, died July 1, 1945, mar- 
ried Maude Taylor, 

Nancy Wilson born Nov, 18, 1873, died Nov. 16, 1952, mar- 
ried Sam Smith. 

Elen Wilson, born Feb, 17, 1976, married John Lone, she 
died 2-3-1936, 

Flora Wilson, born July 4, 1878, married Frank Knizht, she 
died 1905, 

Samuel Wilson, born Dec, 1, 1880 married, first time Leah 
La Belle, She died in 1918. He later married a second 
wife, Mary Corczycz. He died 11-11-1955. 

Sarah Wilson born Aug. 3, 1882, married Thomas Lentz, She 
died 2-27-1955, 

Lillie Wilson, born Oct. 1, 1887, married George Allen, living 
7-1955. 


All children are buried at Taswell, Ind. except Sarah and 


Samuel, Sarah is buried at Akron, Ohio and Samuel at Chicago, 
Tl. 
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KNOX COUNTY DEED RECORDS 


John Wise and Wife, Hannah, of Knox County, Indiana to 
Gabriel Wilson of Indiana, 182 1/2 acres northeast end of 
donation lot #228, dated Oct, 10, 1835, 

Leonard R, Snyder and wife, Julianna of Knox County, In- 
diana to Gabriel Wilson, deed dated June 2, 1837, 25 acres on 
Wilson’s Creek, Harrion Twnship, Knox County, Indiana, bounded 
on the south by lands of John Reed, on the west, by lands of L. 
R, Snyder, on the North, by Lands of Lorenzo Gamble. (The 
saw mill on this land had been erected by Joshua Bond. The 
land had been purchased by Snyder from Andrew and Frederick 
Claycom. Land recorded Jan, 12, 1839. 


Knox County, Indiana, Tract Book, 


Gabriel Wilson entered 62 1/2 acres of land in the north 
half of northeast quarter, fraction, Section 25, Twp 2, Range 8, 
May 14, 1836. 


Knox County, Indiana, Deed Records 


Gabriel Wilson and his wife Hannah, of Knox County, Indiana 
to Mathias Berry, dated February 25, 1836, 50 acres in the 
north corner of donation lot #228. Witness: John Brock and 
Joshua Thorn, Recorded 3-21-1837, 


> 


Knox County, Indiana, Probate Box 102 
Guardianship 


James D. William, appointed guardian of Gabriel Wilson’s 
heirs, bond filed 1840, Guardian: of Philip, Jane, Phoebe, 
Catherine, Evans, Rachel, Sally, Henry, and William W,, 
minors in Nov., 1840. 

Receipts in settlement of Gabriel Wilson’s Estate: 

Received July 23, 1845, from Guardian for heirs of Gabriel 
Wilson, $3.00 in part of my interest in said estate of Jane Piety 
late Jane Wilson. 


, 


his 
THOMAS x PIETY 
mark 


Received Feb. 5, 1845, of guardian of Gabriel Wilson, $3.00 
in part of my interest in said estate, 


her 
PHOEBE x GOLDMAN 
126 mark 
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Received June 6, 1845, in part of Phoebe Wilson’s share, 
$6.00 of said estate. now Phoebe Gojidman, 


Signed/ Moses Goldman 


Received 4-29, 1845, of James D. Williams, guardian of heirs 
of Gabriel Wilson, $6.00 in part of Jane Piety’s share, formerly 


Jane Wilson, deceased, ae 


Signed THOMAS x PIETY 
mark 


Final Settlement of Guardian, filed Dec. 9, 1850. 


James E, Brock and wife, Catherine Ann, 

Timothy Belcher and wife, Sarah, 

Moses Goldman and wife, Phoebe, 

Thomas W, Piety and wife, Jane Piety, 

Nancy Goldman, receipt in part for note on Philip Wilson, 
deceased, and others to pay Simeon Goldman, 

Receipt for coffin for Philip Wilson, filed April 3, 1856. 
John W. Land, James C, Brock, Henry Wilson, Wesley Wilson. 


PHILIP WILSON, DEBTOR TO W. W. HITE 


Feb, 9, 1841 - visit and medicine. 
" 17, '" -60z. cough and fever drops. 
" 18, '" ~~ visit and medicine. 
" 20, ' = last sickness. 
Total $15.00 


CEMETERY RECORDS, VIGO COUNTY, IND. 


Aaron Wilson, died Jan, 1, 1846 at 27 years 8 months and one 
day; Wife, Mary died March 27, 1839 at 19 years, 3 months, 11 
days, buried in Lykin Cemetery near Vigo, Indiana. 


KNOX COUNTY, INDIANA 


An inventory of goods, chattels, and effects of Hannah Myers 
_ late of Knox County, Indiana, deceased, taken by J. D. Williams, 
guardian of heirs of Gabriel Wilson and Hannah Myers, late 
Hanah Wilson, dated Sept, 12, 1848 and Sept. 22, 1854. 

Received of James D. Williams, guardian of heirs of Gabriel 
Wilson, in full of the interest of Elizabeth Meyers, in the estate 
of Hannah Meyers, deceased, late Hannah Wilson, 


b] 


James C. Brock, 
Guardian of Elizabeth Meyers, 
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A PARTIAL GENEALOGY 
of the 

‘ FRAKES FAMILY 

In the year 1760 there were five people whose names were 
“Case” came to the United States from Scotland and settled at 
Westmorland, Virginia. They were Samuel, James, William, 
Nathaniel, and Jacob Case, 

Nathaniel married his cousin near 1750, and they were the 
parents of the following eight children: 


Isiah, born 1753, Aaron, born 1756; James, born 1758, Na- 
thaniel, born 1759, Hannah, born 1761; Mary, born 1764; Massa, 
born 1765, and Phoebe, born 1767. 

Nathaniel moved to Kentucky and settled in Nelson County. 

In the year 1770 Philip Frakes came to the United States 
from Nova Scotia and settled near Bardstown, Kentucky. He 
became a soldier during the War of 1812 and served as a Private 
in Sholt’s Battalion, Indiana Militia, This unit was also de- 
signated at various times as Capt. Joseph D. Clement’s company, 

Philip at one time owned the land where the present city of 
Bardstown, Ky. now stands. He sold this land when he moved 
to Ohio, and in some way he was beaten out of most of the 
money. He met and married Phoebe Case around 1785 and 
to them were born ten children: 


Aaron, born 1790, 

Philip, Jr., born 1794, 

Conrad, born 1795, 

William, born 1796, 

Daniel, born 1798, 

Mary, born 1800, 

Asa, born 1803, 

Catherine, (“Kate”), born 1806. 
Sarah, born 1808, 

John, born 1811. 


Philip moved from Kentucky to Ohio in 1806, and from Ohio 
to Franklin County, Indiana in 1809. From there he moved to 
Sullivan County, Indiana, Fairbanks Township in 1817. He later 
sold his farm to Daniel and moved to Vigo County, Indiana, 

It was said that Daniel became a democrat and was never on 
friendly terms with any of the family afterwards, except Asa. 
Daniel married Agnes Harris who lived in Butler County, Ohio. 
They were the parents of twelve children: Riely, Jacob, Hiram, 
William, Alexander, Westera, born 1840; Rhoda, born 1842; 
Peter, born 1845; John, born 1854; Sarah Ann, Aaron, and Polly. 
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Philip built and coperated a horse power grist mill at Prairie 
Creek, Indiana. He sold this mill to William Gobin about 1839 
and moved to Porter County in northern Indiana, where some of 
his children were living. It is not exactly clear about this mill. 
Cintby Ann, granddaughter of Philip and Phoebe, who as a little 
girl, stayed with them, handed down the information that this 
mill was not regularly operated after 1838, as it had fallen into 
decay. Some of the boards had been torn offand used for kindl- 
ing wood, According to her story, around 1840, or at least be- 
fore the Mexican War, it was sold to William Gobin. Philip’s 
mind became bad, and he and Phoebe went to live with their 
son William in northern Indiana. Whether this mill stood on 
the present mill site, or whether it stood nearby and was moved 
or torn down, and was replaced by another wooden structure, 
its not clear. However, a McClellan Fisk, who was 90 years old 
in April, 1953, remembered the mill when it was wood and was 
on the same location where the brick structure later stood, He 
also remembered the hotel at the northeast corner of Route 63 
and 246, originally operated by Daniel Johnson and used for a 
stopover station to rest and feed the stage coach horses on the 
stage coach line that ran from old Fort Harrison to Merom, 
Indiana, He also remembered the old Dr. Lane barn that stood 
on the east side of the street and was about half way between the 
Masonic Hall and the first brick schoolhouse. He remembered 
the Gobin Mill on the back lot of the old John Gobin home across 
from the Woodman Hall and thought it was operated while some 
remodeling or repair was being done to the old Philip Frakes 
or Joseph Thompson Mill. He stated that he was at five years 
of age a pupil at the last wooden school in Middletown, and that 
Homer Morgan, a pioneer grocery store and tile plant operater 
at Middletown, was his school teacher. 

McClellan Fisk, when a baby, was left on the doorstep of 
Sammie Fisk and his wife who raised him. He never knew who 
his real parents were. He spent all his life in and around 
Middletown and died May 23, 1953, at the age of 90 years and 
Was buried in West Lawn Cemetery. 

William, John, Kate, and Mary Frakes moved to northern 
Indiana, The old folks made their home with William and died 
there, Asa, Philip, Sarah, and Conrad lived in Prairie Creek, 
Indiana, Conrad died in 1848. He was one of the first elected 
Civil officers of Prairie Creek Township in Vigo County. As 


constable, he held office for fifteen successive years, He was 


also trustee of the First Baptist Church at Prairie Creek where 
his brother Asa preached in 1840, He has a son, John, buried 
in the National Cemetery at Nashville, Tennesse. This son was 
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a member of Co, F, 85th Indiana Infantry, being enlisted at 
Prairie Creek, Indiana, in 1862 at the ase of 43. He died at 
General Hospital, No. 19, April 10, 1864, at Nashville, Tennes- 
see of disease. 

Conrad’s other children were William, Lyda, Nancy, Mary 
Ann, Squire, Jacob, and James. 

Hiram Frakes, son of John and Nancy (Parker) Frakes, born 
1830, went to Porter County at the age of 13 with his father, 
John, They engaged in the manufacture of pottery until 1857 
when Hiram returned to Vigo County to marry. He then went 
back to Porter County until 1862. He then returned to Vigo 
County where he farmed, His father, John, died in Porter County 
in 1860, This information is in a book on Indiana History at 
the Emiline Fairbanks Memorial Library, Terre Haute, Indiana- 

The children of John and Nancy Parker were Cinthy Ann, 
born 1829, who first married Johnathan Rosel, this being her 
first marriage, One son, Hiram (Hich) Rosel, was born, Her 
second marriage was to David K. Robison in northern Indiana, 
One son, John (Dobs) Robison, was born. The Robisons lived 
in La Porte County, Indiana, 

liram W, Frakes married Mary (Polly) Frakes. Their 
children were: Edward, Sim, Mary, Violet, Marion, Francis, 
and Lemuel. 

John M, Frakes, a cousin of John, married Nancy Turner, 
Their children were four: Jane, Phoebe, Eliza, and Kate, 

They lived near Valparaiso, Indiana, 

Philip Frakes moved around 1831 to Prairie Creek, Vigo 
County, Indiana, At this time the town was possibly called 
“Poitersville”, He built and operated a horse-powered grist 
mill, a wooden structure which he later sold to William Gobin 
around 1839, 

William Gobin was born Dec, 12, 1818 and died in 1874. He 
married Margaret (Branner) Gobin who was born Jan. 30, 1819 
and died Sept. 7, 1692. They were the parents of the following 
thirteen children: 


Levi, born Jan, 28, 1839 - died Jan, 29, 1843, 
ciemeon, Hy July 20, 1840 Paeiie Neve 16; 1932. 
Susan, He Nov. 25, 1841 Se the poeiny16561921, 
Mary Ann, " March 24, 1843 - " March 8, 1929. 
Julie Ann, " March 111845. 0: M March 2, 1914, 
James K. Polk, born Apr. 12, 1847 - nee anche 1, 1928. 
Margaret Ann, " Jan, 12,1849. - "March 11, 1925. 
Sarah Ann, "March 25, 1851 - " Dec. 10, 1926. 
William I, aue. 1. 1852 Tie ees ae CO a, 4040, 


John D., "March 19, 1854 - " Nov, 11, 1938. 
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Lyda Ann, born Dec. 28, 1856 ~ died Nov, 12, 1944. 

Samuel 8, 3 Jan.8, 1860 - " Dec. 15, 1932. 

Daniel W.V. °* March 27, 1862- " July 29, 1926. 

William Gobin died Feb, 4, 1874, and a son, Simeon, took over 
operation of this mill shortly after his father’s death. He was 
the first miller to make flour, and this is the only mili that made 
flour in this vicinity, although other mills were built. 

The first horse mill was built in 1817 on the old Army Road 
a short distance north of Vigo, Indiana, and another about one 
third of a mile southwest of the old James W. Shattuck residence. 
There was a water power mill on Prairie Creek known as Watts 
Mill, built around 1882, It was a combination grist and saw mill. 
The exact location of this mill has been lost. Another grist and 
saw mill, built north of Middletown in 1847 by Thomas Piety, 
had an undershot wheel. There was another, a spin type grist 
mill, a short distance northeast of Vigo, built by a Mr. Burk- 
hart around 1884, was later moved to Vigo and changed to an 
undershot wheel, water being brought down by a race built from 
the old mill pond to the mill. The last owner, Asa Frakes, 
who was also the town’s chief blacksmith for a number of years 
and known by the nickname of “Fat Ace Frakes”, changed this 
mill from a water-powered to a wood buring, steam powered 
mill, This was its last operation. 

The above Asa Frakes was the son of John Dickerson Frakes 
and a grandson of Elder Asa Frakes. He had two brothers, 
Charlie, and John Sebring Frakes, and one sister, Belle, who 
married a Trueblood. 

William Gobin’s son, William I, married Sarah Wilfon, the 
second child of Ammon and Malinda (Frakes) Wilfon. Malinda 
was a daughter of Rev. Asa Frakes. The children of Ammon and 
Malinda were: Rachel, Sarah, and Matilda Rebecca Wilfon. 

Rachel married Murray Ash, They were the parents of Lucy 
May, Alma Ethel, Charles Spencer, and Audie Ammon Ash. 
Charley accidentally shot and killed himself while rabbit hunting 
on Christmas Day, 1903. 

Sarah married William I, Gobin, and they were the parents 
of Cash, Lora, Curt, Fred, Edith, and Marguerite Gobin, 

Matilda married Robert Piety. They were the parents of 
Bammie Lois, Cashius C., Charles R., and Cecil J. Piety. 

Philip and Phoebe Frakes moved to Porter County in northern 
Indiana and are listed in the 1840 Census. They lived with a son, 
William, who is listed in early Porter County History, 1834-35, 
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The U. 8S. Census, 1840 


William Frakes age 49 to 50. 


1 male " 70 to 75, 
1 female ut 70 to 80. 
3 males 4 10 to 15. 
1 female " 30 to 40, 
2 females i Ld t0. 205 
2 females rm o to 10, 
1 female se Under 5, 


The 1850 Census of Porter County, Porter Township is 
presumably the same family as 1840 and names wife, Lydia; 
Children, Amos, Lucinda, Catherine, Elnora A. , and SHEL Pree 
The fir 28 two etre cate, in 1840 are believed to be William’s 
father and mother, Philip,and Phoebe Frakes, They are not 
listed in 1850 and are presumed to be dead. 

William had one son who lived at Prairie Cr eek, Indiana, 
The 1650 census lists Johnathan H, Frakes, born Sept. 6, 1811 
and died June 7, 1890. His wife was Sarah McGlone, othe Sept. 
9, 1812; died Dec, 11, 1891. The 1850 census lists: 


Johnathan H. Frakes, age 38, farmer, ea Ohio. 


Sarah Frakes, " 37, " 
Polly Frakes au 17 " Ind, 
William " M45 " " 
Mepanes," in IS " " 
Lebourn Frakes LL ay Ba | " " 
Jemima’)! wee " " 
Phillip J " 7 " " 
Simeon % rf 5 '"! ” 
Sarah Isabelle ik), 3 " " 


The cemetery records gave the birth and death dates, John- 
athan and Sarah being buried in the Baptist Cemetery at Prairie 
Creek, Indiana. 

The Census of 1860 adds the names of John and Eliza to the 
family’s children, 

The 1820 Census of Sullivan County, Indiana lists Philip 
Frakes, Philip Frakes, Jr., Aaron Frakes, and Daniel Frakes. 
The 1830 Census of Sullivan County lists Philip Frakes and 

places his age 69 to 70; wife’s age 50 to 60, 

The 1850 census of Vigo County, Indiana, lists Mary Frakes, 
00 years old, sister of Asa and living with him at the time. 

Sarah Frakes, a sister of William and Rey, Asa Frakes, Mar- 
ried Gabriel W teen in 1819, They were the parents of five 
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children, as follows: Philip, Jane, Phoebe, Catherine, and 
Alexander. 

Jane married Thomas Winfield Piety, son of Austin Piety, 
June 12, 1842, They were the parents of six children: Mary, 
born 1843, Scott, born 1847, and Catherine, born 1849. These 
three were born in Perry County, Indiana, Susan, William, and 
Robert were born, 1851, 1856, and 1858, respectively, in Vigo 
County, Indiana, 

Catherine “Kate” Frakes married Joe Casen, was later 
divorced and married Isaac “Ike” Miller in northern Indiana, 

Mary Frakes married first George Wilfong, 2nd Joseph 
“Joe” Dennison, and was living in Davenport, Jowa as late as 
1860, 

Rev. Aaron Frakes is listed in the 1820 census of Fairbanks 
Township in Sullivan County, Indiana, It shows his age, 26 to 45 
his wife’s age, 16 to 26, and two boys and one girl under 10 
years of age. He died here, and a hollow log was hewn out and 
used for his coffin. His wife’s name is not known to the author, 

Philip Frakes, Jr. married a girl named “Case”, the first 
name unknown. He is listed in the 1830 census of Vigo County. 
He and his wife’s ages are listed as 30 to 40 years, and two 
children, a boy under 5, and a girl, 5to 10. The children’s 
names were Daniel, died young; Mary Ann who married James 
Turner, She was born in 1830 and died in 1887. He was born 
in 1828 and died in 1889. 

Philip Frakes, Sr. is listed in the 1820 census of Sullivan 
County, Fairbanks Township. He and his wife’s ages are listed 
as 45 years and up. They are listed in the 1830 census also 
in Sullivan County, and their ages, 60 to 70 years, They are 
not listed in Vigo County, Prairie Creek, Indiana, where he 
operated a horse power grist mill. In 1840 they are listed in 
Porter County, Indiana, ages 70 to 75 and 75 to 80. This same 
family in 1850 does not list anyone near these ages, 

Elder Asa Frakes was born in Nelson County, Kentucky, 
April 10, 1803, and was three years old when his parents moved 
to Butler County, Ohio. He lived there close to three years 
and then moved to Franklin County, Indiana, where he lived un- 
til the fali of 1817. Then he moved to Sullivan County, Indiana, 
and in Feb., 1824 he married Rebecca Dickerson, In a short 
time he bought a farm in Prairie Creek Township, Vigo County, 
one half mile west of Prairie Creek, called Middletown, where 
he spent the remainder of his life, never moving after his 
marriage, He raised a family of ten children, four boys and 
six girls, as follows: 
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William, who married Polly Liston. They had the following 
Children: 


Malinda Jane, born 1852; married Edmund Jewel. 


Sarah Martha " 1853; married John M. Watson. 
Rebecca Ann, " 1858; married James Tumer. 
Keziah Ellen »/t » 1861; Hy Thomas Myers, 
William Morton '"" 1864; died 1869; 

Asa '' 1867; married Emma Rinerson 
Leonar, " 1872; married William H. Wilson. 


Malinda married Ammon Wilfong, Their children were: 
Rachel, Sarah, and Matilda. Malinda died of milk fever when 
Matilda was a baby. Ammon married a second time. To this 
union were born two children, George and Julia Wilfon, He 
married a third time and moved to Kansas near Fort Scott 
where the third set of children were born. They were three 
girls, He returned to Vigo County where he died and is buried 
in Lykins Cemetery 

Rachel married John McCrocklin. 

Emily married Charles Powers, a brother to Rebecca’s 
husband, Joseph. They had no children, but they raised Rachel 
and Matilda Wilfon,. The grandfather raised Sarah, saying he 
wanted her because of her close resemblance to hee mother, 
Malinda. 

Rebecca married Joseph Powers, Her third child, Asa, was 
the same age as Matilda Wilfon, so she kept and nursed both 
Asa and Matilda until she became old enough for her sister, 
Mary, to take. Rebecca and Joe were ihe parents of Jim, Steve, 
Asa, Charlie, Mollie, Rebecca, Gertrude, Philip, and Otis, all 
now deceased, 

Sarah Ann married, first, Frank Foster, Sept. 14, 1872 and 
had the following children: Ghatise Pend and Cora Emily. 
Her second marriage was to Frank McGranahan. One child, 
Ruddy Franklin, was born May 17, 1882; died Dec, 29,-1947, 

Matilda iia FiGH Frank Hamilton. One son, Asa, was born; 
After Matilda died; He married Lydia Frakes . daughter of 
Conrad Frakes and a first cousin to Matilda, One child, Lucy, 
was born, 

Philip married Sarah Frakes, daughter of John M, and Nancy 
Frakes, Nancy was a Turner before her marriage, and John 
M, her husband, was a cousin to John Frakes, 

Cinthy Ann Frakes, a daughter of John Frakes and his wife, 
Nancy Parker, used to tell an amusing story of how she carried 
notes back at forth between Philip and Sarah. It was a run- 
away marriage, and when Sarah’s mother hear of it, she told 
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John M. to just get his gun and shoot Philip to which he replied 
that he couldn’t without shooting her daughter. 

There were yet some Indians in the country at the time Asa 
moved to this farm. There was no regular tribe that inhabited 
the country, but it was used by two tribes, the Weas on the east 
and the Miamis on the west, as a hunting ground. 

Asa used to tell his grandchildren an amusing story about 
an old Indian who used to come and visit him; it was usually 
around supper time in order to get a free meal. He talked 
broken English and would announce his arrival by calling, 
“Fither! fither! ? Grandfather would call back, “Where is the 
fire ?” to which the old Indian would answer, *Thither in mine 
smoke pipe.” 

Asa, after a long period of suffering, died in the seventy-first 
year of his life, Dec. 8, 1873, his wife and six children surviv- 
ing him. His wife died Dec. 30, 1875 in the seventy-first year 
of her life. They are buried in the Baptist grave yard near the 
southeast corner of the present church building. 

Asa Frakes joined the first Prairie Creek Baptist church in 
May 1629 under the pastorial labors of Elder William Stansill 
and by him was baptised in the fellowship of the church. 

The present First Prairie Creek Baptist Church was organ- 
ized by Elder William Stancill, Asa Frakes, and James D. 
Piety. This was done just under the hill north of the present 
church under a clump of small trees next to the road on the 
south bank of Piety’s Run. James D, Piety gave the ground for 
the church and grave yard. This location was previously used 
for a burying place. The ground contains the grave of one of 
the four Revolutionary War soldiers known to be buried in 
Vigo County, Indiana. It was William Thomas. This location 
was also used for church services at an earlier date, and two 
log structures had been built, the first, in 1816. 

James Lee of Kentucky was the first preacher at this pioneer 
church and is the first person to be buried in this yard, his 
burial being recorded as of 1819. Isaac McCoy, an evangelist 
who roamed far and wide, even among the Indians, is another 
whose presence has been recorded among the earliest. 

Asa Frakes was ordained March 26, 1836 by a regular called 
council of the First Prairie Creek Baptist Church, His cre- 
dentials were signed by Elders Abraham Starks, Samuel K. 
Sparks, and William Stancill. He became the first regular 
minister of the church, serving nearly thirty-eight years, 
longer than any other minister has ever served there, During 
his pastorship a new frame church was built in 1836, but it was 
not completed until much later, The Friendship Church records 
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“On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand and cast a wistful eye 
To Canaan’s fair and happy land where my possessions lie.” 


Rev. Asa Frakes 
April 10, 1803 - Dec. 8, 1873. 


“The spirit of the Lord is upon me 
Because He hath annointed me 
To preach the Gospel to the poor.” 


LUKE 4-8, 
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show that he never missed a regular service. 

Elder Asa Frakes was a man of very strong constitution, 
able to undergo all the hardhips of an early settler, and he was 
fond of engaging in the sports common to the early settlers of 
the country such as hunting and fishing. In such sport he was 
generally successful. 

As a man, he was of a lively disposition acceptable to all, and 
he was an excellent companion for old or young, never at loss 
for words to afford merriment for the company he was in, All 
through life he was still in possession of the same lively dis- 
position, not much given to despondency, but always looking 
upon the bright side of life. Being raised in this western country 
and being deprived of the advantages of school, his learning was 
limited, but he was in possession of a strong mind, and anything 
once learned by him was never forgotten, hence, his superior 
knowledge of the scriptures. 

After his conversion, he applied himself to the study of the 
scriptures. He so completely mastered the task that he was 
exceptionally well versed from the first chapter of Genesis to 
the last chapter of Revelations. So well was he versed in the 
scriptures that he was looked upon as a wonder-and truly, for 
his opportunity, he was, 

After he engaged in the ministry, he underwent as many 
hardships as any other man in his day. He traveled through this 
country when the cow path was a substitute for the public high- 
way, and there were scarcely any bridges or ferries across the 
streams, Elder Frakes, believing it to be his duty and mission 
to keep his appointments with preaching, went forth through 
mud, rain, and snow, and did not stop even, for high waters. 

At times he pushed through almost with the peril of his life, 

and it was because the worth of souls lay near his heart, for 

it was not through the hope of receiving compensation in dollars 
and cents. At that time it was thought to be almost a sin against 
the Holy Ghost to give a preacher anything, unless it was a ham 
or a sack of corn. There was the fear that he might become rich 
and thereby his usefulness would be lost to an appreciating 
audience or people, 

As Elder Frakes never left a journal of his labors, it will 
be impossible to give to the public but a slight sketch of his 
life and ministry. 

In later years, as he labored in the ministry at a time when 
sentiment was strong against paying the preacher, he often 
engaged in trade of different kinds for the purpose of supporting 
his family. He was very corpulent and not able to do physical 
labor for a living and could not depend upon the church for 
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support, At one time he engaged in the mercantile business, but 
was burned out, suffering considerable loss. Then he went into 
other adventures for the purpose of earning a living, but never 
accomplished much in the way Of financial affaris, 

It appeared that he was more adapted to the work of the Master, 
for in that work he made a success. He was a welcome pastor to 
all churches that he served and held the attention of a congrega- 
tion longer than any other minister who had labored among us, 
His work was blessed by the Lord in the conversion of many souls 
and in the building up of the churches. 

His first sermon was from Luke 4~8, which reads as follows: 
“The spirt of the Lord is upn meé, because He hath annointed me 
to preach the gospel to the poor,” 

He was one who studied to show himself a workman who need 
not be ashamed, for when he first began preaching, he could not 
read his texts without stopping to spell the words, and he learned 
to write after he commenced preaching, Joel M. Kester setting 
copies for him. But with the energy used, and his powerful mind, 
he went on until he achieved an education sufficient to be almost 
a wonder to all who had the privilege of being acquainted with 
him. In the beginning of his ministeria] life, in fact, he occupied 
a2 position that will almost be envied by many of the learned 
ministers of today, 

Elder Frakes was the first regular pastor of the First Baptist 
Church at Middletown, serving over thiry-seven years, He 
served thirty years at Friendship, and according to the church 
records, never missed a regular service during that time, and 
although there are no records available, it is believed that his 
services at the Prairie Creek Church were no different, 

In the year 1873, he passed on to Eternity’s shore. His fu- 
neral services were conducted by Elder Stancill. His text was 
from the fourth chapter, seventh and eighth verses of second 
Timothy, which reads as follows: 


“I have fought a good fight. I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith; henceforth, there is laid up for me a 
crown of Righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge 
Shall give me at that day; and not to me Only, but to all those 
also that love his appearing.” 


In the year 1878, James Duncan Piety passed into the great 
beyond, Elder Stancill also conducted his funeral services, using 
Joshua, 24-15, which reads as follows: 


“As for me and my house, we will serve the lord.” 


One year later, 1879, Elder Stancill passed on to Eternity, and 
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they all three, Asa, James, and William are buried in the grave 
yard of the church which they organized. 

The above is submitted with regret that there can not be more 
of interest presented in regard to one who had almost worn him- 
self cut in the Baptist cause as a pioneer preacher, 

The most of this information came from minutes of a Frakes 
Reunion. However, some came from Joe Robison and were 
handed down by his grandmother, Cinthy Ann, who as a girl 
worked for Philip and Phoebe Frakes, her grandparents. She 
also kept house for her son, John Robison, and his boys after the 
death of the boys’ mother, Mary Jane, Feb, 2, 1905. Cinthy Ann 
was the daughter of John Frakes and Mary (Parker) Frakes. 
John Frakes was the youngest child of Philip and Phoebe Frakes. 

Cinthy Ann Frakes was born in 1829 and was twice married. 
Her first husband was Johnathan Rosel. Their only child was 
Hiram Wilson Rosel. She and Rosel separated and she then 
married David Kempton Robison in northern Indiana, Their 
only child was John Robison, He married Mary Jane Gardner, 
the daughter of William Reed Gardner and Emmaline (Staggs) 
Gardner, They were the parents of four boys; Melvin, Joe, 
William, and Vern, three of which were soldiers in World War 
I, Melvin, Joe, and William. William was killed by shell fire 
Oct. 5, 1918 in the Argonne Forest in France. 

The Robisons are buried in the cemetery at Carter’s Chapel 
near Huntington, Tenn. the Rosels, including Cinthy Ann, are 
buried in the cemetery at Leach church, an advent church, the 
Rosels being Seventh Day Adventists. This church and yard are 
Only a short distance away. Cinthy Ann died in Feb., 1918. 

I visited these yards in 1940. At the Leach yard I saw the 
grave of a man who owned a four-grave lot. The story goes 
like this: He was four times married, the first three wives 
being buried on this lot. This left only one grave unused. He 
desired to be buried near all his wives, so it was agreed that 
the first to die was to have the grave, the other to be buried 
crosswise at the foot of the grave. She beat him to it, and she 
cot the grave and he was buried crosswise at the foot of the 
graves of his four wives. 

Nancy Ann lived with William Frankes, “Uncle Billy” as he 
was called, in northern Indiana for some time. The old folks 
lived with William until they died. Both are buried in northern 
Indiana near Valparaiso. 

Of the girls, Sarah, who was the author’s great grandmother, 
married Gabriel Wilson in 1819 and lived in Vigo County. She 
was the mother of five children. 
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Mary married Ist George Wilfong - 2nd Joe Dennison and 
moved to Iowa and was living in Dav enport as late as 1860, 

Kate married Joseph Cas seen, first, and afterwards married 
Isaac Miller in northern Indiana. 

Some of this information came from Cora Johnson, who was 
at that time the only living grandchild of Elder Asa Fr akes, 

Nancy Ann told of a letter written by William to his br Other, 
Asa, in which he said he at present balanced the scales at 325 
pounds Asa at the time weighed 350 pounds, and he wrote back 
to William that he was just 25 pounds short of being a man, 


OUR WONDERFUL SAVIOR 


The Rose of Sharon is His name, 
The bible tells us so; 

The Lily of the Valley, too, 
And, yes, He’s called Shiloh. 


He’s called the Vine, the Branch, 
He’s the Savior of the soul; 

The King of kings and Lord of lords, 
Chief, Shepherd of the fold, 


He’s the Wonderful Counselor, 
Everlasting Father; 

The Prince of Peace ic Mighty God, 
Yet, He is our brother, 


The Chiefest among ten thousand, 
Also Light of the world; 

The One altogether lovely, 
And the priceless Pearl, 


He calls Himself the Great I AM, 
The Everlasting King; 

He is the incarnated Word, 
To Him our souls should cling. 


Of all these names, so beautiful, 
Our Jesus is the sum; 
He’s the everflowing Fountain, 
To Whom anyone may come. 
He is the Hope of Israel, 
The bright and morning Star; 
Soon he’ll be our blessed Leader 
To all the worlds afar. 
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Aaron Frakes, son of Rev. Asa and wife, Till. 
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Family - 1894. Rev. Asa. 
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John Frakes Known as 
“John the Potter”, brother 
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brother of Rev. Asa 
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Charles and Emily Powers 


daughter of Rev. Asa. 
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Rebecca (Frakes) Powers, 
daughter of Rev. Asa. 
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Family of George and Lutitia (Johnson) Wilfon. 
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Family of Robert and 

Matilda (Wilfon) Piety. 
Taken at West Plains, 
Missouri ~ 1891. 
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EARLY HISTORY OF PRAIRIE CREEK, 
VIGO COUNTY, INDIANA 


Around the year 1820 a small village was started one half 
mile south of the present location of Prairie Creek, called 
Middletown. 

It was made up of three or four log houses, a store, and a pot- 
ter’s shop, operated by a Steven Capens. Around 1830, John 
Frakes and David Kenneday started the second pottery factory. 
John Frakes was a brother of Rev. Asa Frakes, He later moved 
to Center Township in Porter County, Indiana and operated a 
potter’s shop. He is listed there in the 1850 census. 

The clay used in these pottery shops was hauled from Brazil, 
Indiana, and mixed with clay dug near the shops, across the road 
and a little south of what is known as the old Riley Pogue home. 
The road at that time was the route of the old stage coach that 
ran from Merom to Fort Harrison. It is the second oldest road 
in the County and now known as State Route #63, As Pottersville 
was halfway between the two Stations, it became known as 
“Middletown”. 

At this time the land one half mile north of Pottersville was 
owned by James D. Piety on the east and Elijah Thomas on the 
west. It was decided to move the town farther north, so in 1831, 
James D. Piety donated the land on the east Side of the road, and 
Elijah Thomas donated the land on the west for the new location, 
and they helped in laying out the town. The first block of lots, 
32 in number, lay from the Baptist church south. The present 
location of the town was first surveyed in 1831 with a grape vine 
cut to the length of one rod by Daniel Johnson, James D. Piety, 
Jimmie Earnest, Elijah Thomas, and Vincent Yeager. It was of- 
ficially surveyed the same year and is the only officially plated 
town in the township. Two or three years later the second block 
of 32 lots was laid out. 

In 1816 a log church was built near the site of the present 
First Baptist church, and a graveyard was Started; the first 
burial being recorded as in 1819. This was a kind of community 
church, not much attention being paid to the denomination. It was 
used by Baptist, Methodist, and Christian alike, although it was 
Called Baptist. 

About this time we find the beginning of an educational system. 
A school house was built on the eastern outskirts of the town near 
1821. It had neither window nor chimney, the smoke and gases 
from the fireplace escaping through a hole in the roof, Openings 
to take the place of windows were covered with greased paper. 
Nicholas Yeager, 3rd, being an educated man, was the township’s 
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first school teacher and taught this school. William Henry 
Harrison Yeager, in his history of the Yeager family, dated 1888 
or 1889, describes this school as being three quarters of a mile 
northeast of town and remarks that Nicholas Yeager had been 
educated for the ministry and that his brothers referred to him 
as the “preacher.” However, not having been changed from 
nature to grace--a thing that did not happen until he was 60 years 
old, he never took up the ministry. He was paid for his teaching 
with such commodities as corn, furs, molasses, and some money. 
A second school was built around 1828 on the Hauger Hill. It 
was an improvement over the first one in that it was larger, had 
a floor, seats of split logs, and a large fireplace at one end. 

The roofing was of clapboards, and there was a log partly cut out 
and a few window panes placed in the space therein, 

The next schoolhouse was built near where the present Bap- 
tist church now stands. It is described as being just outside the 
graveyard, facing the old east and west highway. It was the first 
frame school, built around 1836, Vincent Yeager being the con- 
tractor and builder. 

Near the time of the erection of this school, a new frame 
church was built near by in 1836, but was not completed, being 
finished and remodeled later. This was a well-constructed 
building for the times. It was heated by a fireplace, but the 
members had to bring chairs from home. This was not a hard- 
Ship, for it was in the days of horses and wagons, and chairs 
were carried in the wagons to sit on while going to and from 
Church, Little or nothing was thought of being an hour or two on 
the road to church or to visit a neighbor in a two-horse wagon. 
Everything just seems to synchronize with the times. In that 
day they had the old grandfather’s clocks which seemed to tick 
off the time by saying, “Take your time. Take your time. Take 
your time.” When they reached their destination, they sat down 
to sing, “Rescue the Perishing”. Today we have the automobile 
and the alarm clock which seems to tick off the time by saying, 
“Get there! Get there! Get there!” Consequently we sing while 
driving; at 45 miles an hour, “Highways are Happy Ways”; at 50 
miles, “I’m but a Stranger; Heaven is my Home”, at 55 miles, 
“Nearer, My God, to Thee”; at 60 miles, “When the Roll is Called 
up Yonder, I’ll be There”; at 70 miles, “Lord, I’m Coming Home.” 

The present Baptist church was organized by James D. Piety, 
Asa Frakes, and Rev. William Stancill. This was done on the 
South bank of Piety’s Run just under the hill in a small clump of 
trees north of the site of the present First Baptist church. James 
D. Piety gave the ground for the church and graveyard, and Asa 
Frakes, a promising young minister, was the first regular pastor 


145 


yinsH meiliw, 
888 belsb ,ylinms? 
slim & lo -eted1sep 
ased bed 19960 
nid of bortelet ar | 
mon} begasds aed gaived jon revawoH ", 
21897 08 zewod [ew weq@ed Jou bib ind, gait s—-gnsr9 08 stuten 
guidoasi aid 101 bisgq asw oH Yveisin odd qu te i a pee 
.yonom emoe bas .292eglamt yaa noo ef asitibommon hove, 
il {UH 19gUeH sdf ne SBE bonotg Mllnd anw-fooise bnoose ov 
bed ,zegtel esw 3 Iedi oi em jes) od) 19v0 Jaomevo1gm of Bw 
.bae ono Is sosigouieyiel s bus ,egoltiiga lo,atsce rooll es 
tuo tus yliisg gol s esw etad! bre .2risodgelo lo esw gailoot oT 
sigiodd eoaga edi ai beorlq eensq wobsiw wel s bie 
-q6d inses tq orl! ovordw then Hivd enw, seuvodioodtse txen'odT 
oft oblaiue Javt gnied ap bedixsesb ei JL .e2baele. won doauds ded 
j2113 oc eew tl .yewdyid deow bos tese blo on} paiosl ,basyovetg 
-n0o ert eaisd 19989¥ sgeni¥ .8t3! bhavors tlivd)Joodse, omen! 
-1sbliud bos tojoR Ts 
ems 4} won 6 foodoa zit} 30 noid9919 orlt to omit edt we 
ynied .patolqmos Jom eew jud 0081 al ydasen Mivd esw dotds 
bstouttano3-lhew g.eew 2idT .1stel betshome1 bas bedainn , 
oni Jud ,sosigoniie yd boised aw iH, ,aomit onto? gaibligd 
-biad ¢ joa esw eldT.,omsod oto etisdo.goiad.ot bed ersdmam 
2tiedo bas ,2nogew bas eorind lo eysb odd al eaw 3 10d qite 
mort bas of gaiog ofitw.go Jia of anoysw edi.ai beiaieo e19w 
no owt 10 Iwod as gated ig iyuodt 2ew yaidlon 10 efitid, —— 
sogew setod-owd.s al aetiigion s Jiaty 03 ee ire 
ted) al ,zosnid off Ailw esinoidomys 01, emeoe Jaul 
4913 of benteea loidwagoolo @"vedislbneng blood) ae 
gisT ,orit qwoy oAsT em Woy sdal*, .gaivsa xd: 
nwob 382 Yods ,noliendash sient bedosoy yoilt aedW . 
slidomolun adj sved ow ogee Manis orld 


i oe Pine ‘ 
abe Siti oe ss Aid ‘aeaK* 
a ee, 2 

oi 2 tno garner <gie-* 


‘od ay 5 
ore te > 


bb aes ileal me (4 i abd ; Piha o> barter 7 
pA ee © etl chen a fe Jt ‘ 


; 
% = Rb ase fo s ir ae fj} 
' 4 al thins rat a ’ 


cy MONE Tead> ahi RRR Sr rSetCRT OS 


of the newly organized church. The first frame church was built 
in 1836, and had an open fireplace. Its location had been pre- 
viously used for church services, for two log structures had been 
located here for the purpose, the first being built in 1816. There 
had also been burials here, for James Lee, the first preacher, 
was buried here in 1819. This yard is also known to contain one 
of the four Revolutionary War soldiers known to be buried in 
Vigo County, one William Thomas. The present First Baptist 
church was built in 1836 with Rev. Asa Frakes, pastor, and was 
greatly remodeled during his pastorship, It has an open fire- 
place, and the rostrum or pulpit was in the back. The school 
which stood near this church was built of boards the same year. 
The Asa Frakes store which stood nearby was built in 1838. 

The Philip Frakes, 2nd, Saloon, aiso nearby, was built in 1840. 
The Christian church was started in 1853 and completed in 1854, 
The Methodist church was built in 1890. The first brick schoo] 
was built in 1870, and the present brick school was built in 1910, 

As we have stated previously herein, Rev. Asa Frakes served 
Prairie Creek longer than any other minister ever served a 
church there, over thirty-seven years. Asa, Stancill, and James 
D. are buried in the graveyard of the church which they organized. 

In 1851 a fourth wood schoolhouse was built south about half- 
way between the present Christian church and the Vincent Yeager 
or (Jim Red) home on the west side of the street. This was the 
last wood school. Vincent Yeager was the contractor and builder 
of this school, also. It was a great improvement over the former 
school in that it was heated with a wood stove and had split log 
Seats and benches on which to write. 

In 1870 a new brick school was erected on the present school 
property of today. It contained two rooms downstairs and one 
large room upstairs until 1900, when the upstairs was divided 
into two rooms, and the first of the highschool classes were 
taught in 1907. The three years of highschool were taught for 
the first time in 1909. The school became an accredited high 
school, and a new school was built in 1910. It is a large building 
of brick construction with a full basement beneath. Many of the 
most outstanding citizens of the town who later became well 
known or famous in business and the professions were educated 
in this school. 

The school created a Hall of Fame in 1912 which we have dis- 
cussed in detail previously in this book. 

Prairie Creek has three churches; the First Baptist Church, 
built in 1836, the Christian Church, and the Calvary Methodist 
Church. The Christian church was organized in 1844, but used 
the Baptist church until its own building was erected in 1853. 
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Vincent Yeager, who helped to survey and lay out the town, was 
chief carpenter in the building of this church, and among other 
carpenters, there was John DeVol and his son, Frank. The Cal- 
vary Methodist church was organized in 1885 and held its meet- 
ingS in various places such as the Baptist church, the school- 
house, and the mill, but in 1890 they erected the present church 
just north of the present school building. 

The old stagecoach that ran from Fort Harrison to Merom 
carried the mail as well as passengers and had a stopover sta- 
tion at the junction route 63 and 246 where the horses were 
rested and fed. This building was a hotel operated by Daniel 
McDonald and is reported to be the first building erected after 
the town was surveyed and laid out. It was built of logs in 1831 
and was still standing in 1880. The first store and post office 
stood on the north side of this building. It was built by Jonas A, 
Lykin, who became the first postmaster in 1831. 

A distillery was erected by a Mr. Kelley from Kentucky in 
1825. This was located some two miles northeast of the town on 
the bluffs of Prairie Creek. This distillery supplied the town 
and neighborhood with whiskey at five dollars a barrel. In 1840 
a house was built on what is now known as the old Izora Compton 
property by Philip Frakes, 2nd. The front of this building was 
used as a saloon while the rear served as a dwelling. It faced the 
old east and west highway. Other saloons have been in existence 
Since then; one was where Joe Harper’s old store now stands, 
and another where O] Wilson’s old harness shop was, and still 
another between the old Ol Wilson home and the next home south. 
Fragments of glass are reported still to be dug up. Through the 
Strenuous efforts of the women of that day and some of the men, 
these saloons have long since gone out of existence. 

In 1870 was opened up the present road that runs past West 
Lawn Cemetary. Up to this time it was only an old trail road 
winding through West Lawn graveyard. At this time there were 
but few graves which had sassafras poles around them for pro- 
tection, Two acres of land were given by Elijah Thomas for a 
graveyard, und it was understood that David Weir was to give a 
like amount on the south, but as this property was not needed un- 
til many years later and the parties to the agreement being long 
Since deceased, the agreement was never consummated. 

When the present road was straightened out and completed, 
Rev, Asa Frakes lived one half mile west. He drove a blaze- 
faced stocking-legged horse to a two-wheeled cart. He called the 
horse, “Old Ball.” As they were finishing up the road at the 
bridge over Thomas’ Run, one of the workmen looked up and re- 
marked, “Here comes grandpa Frakes and Old Ball, They are 
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the first to travel over this road after completion.” 

Up to this time, the official road had been about one fourth 
mile north. It went west in front of what is now known as the old 
Morgan of McClanahan home, crossed near where Piety’s gravel 
pit now is, and followed the bluff, going in front of the Baptist 
Church and the old Gilbert Thomas home. It went on west to the 
old Peter McHugh lane, and then turned north, and shortly after, 
northwest across Prairie Creek and on to Vigo. There was a 
water mill on Prairie Creek at this crossing, built in 1884 by a 
man named Burkhart. 

This road was closed in 1870 from the old Morgan home to 
the McHugh road. Later the road across Prairie Creek was 
changed to run west on the south side of Prairie Creek, coming 
out at the south end of the creek bridge at the south end of Vigo, 
Indiana. Vigo is popularly known as Battlerow, because an old 
legend says that two women there once had a fight over a goose. 
Strange enough, cotton was grown on Battlerow Prairie in 1825. 

When State Route #63 was paved, a new bridge was built over 
Prairie Creek, and the McHugh road was again changed to run 
straight north across Prairie Creek to the next road north, and 
the old iron bridge was moved from its old to its present location. 
The old water mill, a Spin type mill, was moved to Vigo and 
located on the east side of Vigo bridge and changed to an under- 
Shot wheel, water being brought down by a race built from the 
Old dam. This mill was built by a Mr. Burkhart who sold it to a 
man named Krise, who in turn sold it to James Kurtz, the one 
who moved it to Vigo. Kurtz later sold it to Amos Ferran from 
whom it was bought by Art Bowen who was the last to operate the 
mill by water power. He sold the mill to Fat Asa Frakes, the 
town’s chief blacksmith at the time. Asa installed a wood-burning 
engine for power. Henry McHugh, a boy of nine years of age, one 
day went down to the creek to drive the cows home. The old mill 
pond, being frozen over, he went on it to skate. The ice broke 
through, and he was drowned. This boy was a nephew of Peter 
McHugh who lived a short distance south on a farm at the time. 
Peter McHugh was later trustee of Prairie Creek Township. 

Around 1835 a tan yard was started at the south end of town 
where, later, Wilkerson’s blacksmith shop stood. This shop iater 
became Cruzan’s, and the site is now occupied by a filling station. 
Other blacksmith shops were built, among which were Simeon 
Elliott’s, on the southeast corner of Routes #63 and #246, and 
Albert Elliott’s shop at the south end of the same block. There 
was also, Miller Ward’s shop which was moved from a mile and 
a half north of town to a location beside the Masonic Hall, 
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Meanwhile, in 1831, a hote] had sprung up in this prosperous 
little town. It was first owned by McDonald and later, by Mr. 
Copeland. Another hotel was erected by Daniel Johnson in 1831. 
This has been previously mentioned as the stopover station be- 
tween Merom and Fort Harrison. It was last operated by Lydia 
Frakes in 1880. 

The post office had existed since 1831 when it was first es- 
tablished, David Lykin being the first postmaster. Since then it 
has been moved from store to store. The stagecoach was the 
first to carry the mail, and later, the hack running from Fair- 
banks to Terre Haute. At this time it was necessary to go to the 
post office to get the weather report. It was brought with the 
mail and posted at the post office for all to read, there being no 
telephone system at this time. 

After the days of the stagecoach and hack, the mail was 
brought from Farmersburg daily, excluding Sunday, and scen a 
rural route delivery system was instituted. That, in addition to 
delivering the mail to residents of this little hamlet, delivered 
the mail from house to house in the rural districts in the vicinity 
as well, The post office address of the town officially became 
known as Prairie Creek, inasmuch as there was already a town 
in the state by the name of “Middletown.” 

A combination grist and sawmill was built on Prairie Creek 
north of Middletown about 1847. Another sawmill and woolen 
factory stood west of the town. Water for the operation of this 
mill was taken from a pond that stood at the east end of the old 
part of West Lawn Cemetary. Later, a sawmill stood at the east 
edge of town on the east bank of Piety’s Run on the North side 
of Highway #246. 

In the early days business places were indicated by high 
building fronts. These are now all gone, except that of Harper’s 
old store. One stood where Wilkerson’s old blacksmith shop was 
in the south end of town; another, a grocery store, was located on 
the next street north on the east side a short distance back of the 
main highway. This was operated by Homer Morgan who at the 
Same time ran the tile plant. The next high fronted building stood 
west of the next intersection on the east side of the old Vincent or 
James Yeager home. This was a grocery Store belonging to 
James Yeager and knows as the 2nd “Jim Red” store. 

Jim was a prosperous storekeeper in his day, his first store 
being on the lot where “Skeet” Granville Johnson, the barber, 
lived in Oct. 1952 at the time this was being written. His third 
store was on the Compton Lot at the northwest corner of Route 
#63 and #246. At this time he used the old I.0.0.F. Hall at the 
Southeast corner of the two above routes as a place for storage. 
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His fourth and last store was beside the new I.0.0.F. Hall. This 
store was the first Harper Store and the last Yeager store. 

Jim Red, as he was popularly called, was not only a proper- 
ous storekeeper, but was a familiar figure with a stand at all 
picnics. He was a pioneer in the cut rate store business. One 
could buy a bag of peanuts and all the red lemonade he could 
drink at Jim Red’s stand for a nickel. He became popularly 
known as Jim Red, the peanut boy, and often when he had his 
grocery Sale bills printed, he would head them with the words; 
“Jim Red, the peanut boy, has taken another tumble.” 

The place next to this last store of Jim Red’s was Sammie 
Fisk’s work shop. He had a miniature replica of the first school 
he attended as a boy. He was a trustee of Prairie Creek when 
the first brick school was built in 1870. He also was deaf. 

The next building east of state route #63, at the alley west on 
the North side of State Route #246, was the office of Dr. William 
Reeds, who was the first resident doctor at Middletown. 

The next one north was Ol Wilson’s Harness shop. He was in 
business from 1880 tO 1932 and served in the Indiana State Legis- 
lature in 1904. In addition to harnessmaking, he ran a barber 
shop as a side line. He learned the trade by giving free haircuts 
and shaves to all who would trust his skill. He also invented and 
made a type of suspenders. These were the forerunners of the 
famous “President Suspenders.” He was beaten out of a patent 
on them by a firm in the east. A salesman came in one day, in- 
quired about them, bought a pair, and departed. Ol became sus- 


‘picious and applied for a patent, but they had beaten him to it and 


had a patent pending. The owners of this firm, whose names were 
Wilson, proved to be distant relatives, and they permitted him to 
make and sell all that he could, himself, produce. 

The next building was the office of Dr. B. F. Rynerson, fol- 
lowed by Charlie Yeager’s Photo shop and the Harper store. This 
was operated by members of the family over a period of years, 
first being located in 1870 in the building described as the last 
Jim Red Yeager Store. The new store was built and moved into 
in 1880. 

Much of the lumber was walnut and was dried over an open 
kiln on the same lot. Tom Harper, the father, was a wagon 
maker and began his trade in 1854. His shop was first on the 
front of the lot on the south side of the lot known as the Ol Wilson 
home. Later, he moved to the rear of this lot, the old home being 
built on the front. 

In 1870 Clem Harper operated this store, and in 1880 the new 
location was moved to. Tom Harper and his wife, Margaret Ann 
(Nebagall) Happer both died in 1890. Clem went to Wicheta, 
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Kansas, before the death of his parents and had turned the store 
over to his brother, Joe, who in turn proved to be a prosperous 
merchant. Joe Harper sold this store to (Red) Opha Starkey in 
1915. Joe died May 16, 1916 and was buried in Highland Lawn 
Cemetary at Terre Haute, Indiana. 

_ Next to the Harper store was the Sam Rynerson or Barbee 
Drug Store. 

William Gobin moved to Prairie Creek in 1832 and operated a 
brick plant at the south end of town. William had a large family, 
and he and his boys made the brick and built all of the older 
brick buildings, some having been torn down or destroyed by 
fire since. 

Notable in the past have been the mills in and around Prairie 
Creek. One, a horse powered mill, built by Philip Frakes in 
1832, was moved and changed to a steam powered mill in 1840 
by William Gobin, being later changed to a combination grist and 
flour mill in 1879 by a son, Simeon Gobin. A steam powered 
grist mill was built by William Gobin in 1837 south of the site of 
the present Modern Woodmen Hall. A water power mill built in 
1847 by Thomas Piety on Prairie Creek was a combination grist 
and sawmill. 

Among the other industries in that far gone day, there was a 


“brick plant operated by William Gobin in 1832 where most of the 


brick was obtained for all the early brick buildings. There was 
a tile plant operated by Homer Morgan and J. M. Hunt in 1885, 
There were two wagon factories, one operated by Thomas Harper 
in 1854, another by William Hauger in 1865. A combination 
woolen and grist mill was operated by Hiram Hight in 1847. The 
horse powered grist mill operated by Philip Frakes in 1832 was 
moved and changed to steam operated by William Gobin in 1840, 
rebuilt by Thomas Nebegall for William Gobin in 1861, and 
changed from a grist to a combination grist and flour mill by 
Simeon Gobin in 1879. This mill is where the famous “Superior 
Flour” was made for years. 

In 1847 Thomas Piety built a water power grist and sawmill 
On Prairie Creek. This mill was located on the south side of 
Prairie Creek near the intersection where Piety’s Run emptied 
into Prairie Creek. This is known because in the year 1897, 
Prairie Creek was cleaned out with teams, and George Liston, 
who helped clean the creek, reported finding one of the old logs. 
He told the location of it, and Ebon LLoyd said that it was about 
Where the location of the old mill was supposed to be. 

Piety’s Run, at that time, crossed the road and ran in a north- 
west direction to Prairie Creek. The spillway for the milipond 
emptied into Piety’s Run. This was changed when State Road #63 
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was paved. Piety’s Run was made to run along the west side of 
the road north to Prairie Creek. 

fost of my information about this mill and the Gobin family 
came from Mrs. Rachel Gobin, wife of John Gobin, who when in- 
terviewed in 1950 was 92 years of age. She remembered her 
half-brother, Alec, with other boys, going over to play and swim 
in the millpond. Thomas Piety died in 1853, and his wife sold 
the mill and moved to Middletown in 1854. As a little girl, 
Rachel lived in Salem, Indiana. When Morgan’s Raiders came 
through, they hid their horses in the ravines, and one asked Alec, 
her half-brother, what he had to fight with. When Alec replied, 
“Nothing but this penknife,” which he showed them, they said, 
“You can keep that.” 

William Gobin erected a grist mill on the lot south across the 
Street from the present Modern Woodman Hall on the lot west of 
the alley. According to the account given by Mrs. Rachel Gobin, 
this mill was placed in operation in 1837. There was a pond on 
this lot for water and a well from which to get water when the 
pond was low. Mr. Gobin purchased the old horse power mill 
owned by Philip Frakes in 1839. He moved and remodeled it, 
changing it over into a steam powered mill in 1840, later re- 
building it of brick and removing the old wooden structure. The 
mill across from the Fire Hall was closed when this newer mill 
was put into operation, and the well was covered over. The 
building was used by a son John to house a threshing machine in 
for years, and the well covered over and forgotten. All traces of 
it was lost until the boards used to cover it had rotted sufficiently 
to give way. Then it was rediscovered and found to be in the 
center of the present alley. The boards had been around six 
inches thick, and the well was walled with yellow tile like building 
tile, and they were curved to fit the shape of the well. Neighbors 
were notified, and they all began to bring their ashes until it was 
soon filled up. But the well’s wall still remains intact, being 
only filled with ashes. 

William Gobin operated the mill purchased from Philip Frakes 
until his death. The boys continued to operate it for awhile and 
later sold it to Simeon, a brother, in 1879. He remodeled it, put 
in stone burrs and was the first to make flour there. He sole it 
to Thompson and Lash who operated it for awhile, and Lash sold 
out to Thompson. Thompson again remodeled it, replacing the 
stone burrs with steel ones and continued to manufacture the 
famour “Superior Flour.” He continued the operation cf this 
mill until his death in 1914. Then the heirs sold the mill to 
Lester Thompson on Oct. 22, 1914. Lester sold to Joseph K. 
Bailey and John Thompson on May 12, 1915. They sold it to 
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Water for the steam powered grist and flour mill was at 
first taken froma well. 


In 1899 some school children, the author being one of 
them, decided in view of the fact that there was no school 
well, and water was being packed from the Joe Harper store 


well, that they would dig one. 


So a location was chosen in the southwest corner of the 
school yard, this being the low point in the yard as well as 


shielded by willows. 


All went well until the well was deep enough to be drawing 
out the dirt. A fight ensued. The teacher became aware it 
was being dug and ordered it filled up. But in the meantime 
water broke in and it became a running spring! 


the miller, in turn curbed it up and 


Joseph Thompson, 
as changed from steam 


water was taken from it until the mill w 
power to oil operation. 
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Harvey and William H. Bailey on Nov. 10, 1920. They in turn 


sold it to James A. Ward on Aug. 23, 1923. He further remodeled 


it by installing a Diesel engine. Then when electricity became 


. available, he changed it to electric operation. On March 31, 


1943, it burned down, and the property was changed to a feed 
store and sold April 4, 1944 to Paul Watson. 

This mill originally burned wood which was bought at 35¢ a 
cord. When the price of wood rose to 50¢ a cord, coal was mixed 
with it for fuel, and when wood became 75¢ a cord. coal was used 
exclusively. A feed store is now operated where the mill once 
stood. 

J. M. Hunt and Homer Morgan operated a tile mill just north 
of the old brick plant in 1885. It was moved to the Homer Mor- 
ean farm two miles north in 1889. There was a creamery built 
.a the south end of town in 1900. Pearl Ring converted this 
building into a dwelling around 1903. There was a tomato can- 
ning factory built at the north end of the town on the west side of 
State Route #63 on the south bank of Piety’s Run in 1902; It was 
blown down by a wind storm in 1806. 

Prairie Creek is in a general farming section and never had 
the good fortune to be situated on a railroad or electric line, but 
it almost had a traction line after the turn of the present century. 
In the spring of 1907, the Terre Haute and Merom Traction Co. 
was formed and a line surveyed for an interurban line from 


Terre Haute through Prairie Creek to Merom. During 1908 some 
-work was done along the proposed route. The grade and bridges 


were built as far south as Prairie Creek, but the original com- 
pany soon went into receivership, and the project was ultimately 
abandoned. The proposed route had been from Terre Haute 


through Prairieton, Prairie Creek, Fairbanks, Staffordshire, 


$ 


Scott’s City, and Merom. Today, the interurban lines are a thing 
of the past, and Prairie Creek’s broken dream has long since 
lost all tragic aspects. Today there is a lot of traffic and cargo 
rolling over the pavement of State Highway #63. There is, at 
present, an up-to-date bus line connecting Prairie Creek with 


the commercial towns both north and south, and this town is 


typical of the smaller, but outstanding, American communities 
of today. 

The three churches are active at all times. All three had their 
beginnings many years ago and have been playing an important 
part in the community for many decades. 

There are two large general stores, two barber shops, two 


restaurants, a modern garage, and three filling stations com- 
_ prising the town’s principal commercial enter prises, It is per- 


haps a little unusual that the town has had a funeral director for 


over a hundred years. , 
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It is known that David Weir was the pioneer mortician of the 
community and made his own coffins which required carpentry 
ability as well. When a death occurred, a stick cut to the exact 
length of the deceased was brought and used as a guide in making 
the coffin the right length to fit the corpse. This undertaker shop 
was located near the site of the fourth and last wood school build- 
ing. 

The next undertaker was Josephus Weir. His establishment 
was across from the Baptist church, west, northwest corner. 

He had a man named Jennings to make ae coffins. In later years 
he enjoyed telling of the early days ar ound the town. He said that 
his place was used for a voting booth, and on election day when 
noon came, Vincent Yeager would put the ballot box under his 
arm and take it home with him, bri inging it back after dinner, and - 
voting was resumed, y4qndus FRAPS] AARP O-EUILY foe 

A Jater undertaker was Marcus Ernest. He was located on the 
north side of the old 1.0.0. F. Hall, where later, Harry Welsh 
built a dwelling. During his time, a family by the name of 
Thompson caught the smallpox, a much dreaded disease in that 
day. The family of five all died, and Sammie Fisk, being the 
only one in the community who had had the disease, acted as 
undertaker for Ernest. He buried them in the later part of the 
night in the Baptist graveyard. 

John Compton was the next undertaker. His place was north 
of the I1.0.0.F. Hall also. He was followed by Izora Compton, 
his widow. The place of business was moved to what is now 
known as the old Izora Compton home. Robert (“Bob”) Hauger 
and Lute Kester acted for her. 

The following undertaker was Harry Welsh who located in the 
old I.0.0.F. Hall at the northeast corner of Routes #63 and 246. 
He bought the first automobile ever owned in Middletown, a 
Model T Ford. 

The next undertaker was Tommie Weir, grandson of the first 
undertaker, David Weir, and the present one is Curt De Baun. 

He is located on Route #246 at the east edge of town and has 
served the community for over 27 years. 

Prairie Creek claims one of the most progressive township 
schools to be found in Vigo County. Cn April 17 , 1942, a new 
agricultural building adjacent to the high school was dedicated. 
This building houses a modern farm shop and other essentials 
for modern agricultural training. It is situated between the high 
school and the commodious gymnasium that was constructed 
some years ago. 

To the best recollection and data furnished by some older 
Prairie Creek residents, some being fourscore years and older, 
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Joseph Thomas was evidently one of the first settlers to reach 
this neighborhood, locating there around 1805. He had lived in 
the forts at both Vincennes and Attica when the Indians were still 
masters of the forests, plains, and valleys of western Indiana. 
Intriguing stories of the Fort settlements and experiences with 
the Indians that he told are still recalled by some of the older 


residents who in turn heard them from their parents and grand- 


parents. 

Another notable of the Thomas family of pioneers was William 
Thomas who is buried in the old Churchyard of the First Baptist 
church of Prairie Creek and was one of the four Revolutionary 
soldiers known to be buried in Vigo County. He was probably 
first of all the settlers to reach what is now known as Prairie 
Creek, Indiana. : 

As we have mentioned before, the first church which was on 
the site of the present First Baptist church, was of log construc- 
tion, and the first one to preach a sermon therein was James Lee 
of Kentucky, who was the first person to be buried in the grave- 
yard, recorded in 1819. Isaac McCoy, an evangelist who roamed 
far and wide, even among the Indians, is another whose presence 
has been recorded among the earliest in the settlement. 

We have gone into detail before on the activities of another 
pioneer preacher, the first regular minister of the First Baptist 
church, Rev. Asa Frakes, who also operated a grocery store in 
the village and was a community preacher for over 37 years. 

His store stood across the street from the present First Baptist 
church near where the Ol Wilson home now stands, was built of 
logs and faced the old East and West highway. It burned down in 
1864, and all the church records which were kept there were also 
destroyed. 

Besides helping organize the above church, Asa Frakes also 
helped organize Little Flock and served there as minister some 
thirteen years. The only compensation he ever received was a 
pair of knee- length stockings knitted by an elderly parishioner 
to keep his knees warm while going to and from church. The 
roads being dirt, much of the time he was forced to travel on 
horseback. He was what was known as a circuit rider in those 
days. He served the following churches: Prairie Creek, over 
37 years, this being his home church; Friendship, 30 years, 
Fairbanks, 20 years, West Union, Illinois, one year; (as assist- 
ant), Little Flock, 13 years. He also served Mt. Olive, Illinois, 
Nutsonville, Illinois, Darwin, Illinois, and New Harmony, Indiana. 
His record at Friendship shows that he never missed a regular 
Service, and the record at his home church which was destroyed 
by fire is believed to be no different. 
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The following historical notes were compiled by Otto N. 
Yeager, a great grandson of Vincent and Sarah (Piety) Yeager. 
These notes are pertinent to Prairie Creek Township, Vigo 
County, Indiana: 


“Jn 1819 Prairie Creek Township was established and con- 
sisted of all of Town. 10, north of Range 10 West, and all 
lands east of the Wabash River in Range 11 west. 

In 1845, the north tier of sections was taken from this and 
added to Prairieton Township. 

The first wagon road (old army road) through the township 
was opened and used for communication between Fort Knox 
and Fort Harrison in 1812. It passed nearly north and south 
on east side of Battlerow Prairie on much of the same ground 
as that of the present county road in that locality. This was 
the only public highway in this part of the state up to the year 
1823, at which time the present State Road #63 was laid out 
and opened, 

In 1816, the first house in the township was built. It was a 
small log cabin located about two miles northeast of Middle- 
town near the later residence of Mrs. Irving Thomas. This 
house was raised and covered by the well known pioneer, 
Joseph Liston, In the absence of Mr, Liston to get his family, 
Mr. Thomas Pound and his family with some friends, Elijah 
Staggs, Thomas Hugh, and Hamilton Reed, reached this cabin 
on Oct. 16, 1816, took possession and recorded themselves as 
the first family passing a night in Prairie Creek Township 
as residents. 

In 1817, David Lykin, Josiah Wilson, William Armstrong 
and families settled in Sec. 29 on the old army road near the 
Lykins Cemetary. The first post office was established here, 
and David Lykin was the first postmaster. 

Settlers before the year 1820 were Dr. E. Shattuck on the 
army road one mile and a half north of the Lykins settlement; 
William Paddock, near the present home of Geo. Farmer; 
James Johnston, east of the Baptist church; William Thomas, 
west of the Baptist church; William Drake, near the home of 
Valentine Morgan; Nicholas Yeager, at the present home of 
Hugh Weir, and several others. 

Prairie Creek bottom afforded the only road for communi- 
cation with the Old Army Road for several years. Most of the 
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early settlers were located on the hills near the bottom, 

The first organized association was the first Prairie Creek 
Baptist church by Elder Isaac McCoy and twenty others. The 
first political organization was about 1818. Armstrong 
McCabe and Nicholas Yeager (father of Vincent Yeager) were 
elected magistrates, and Conrad Frakes, constable in 1818. 

The first post office was in the Lykins settlement in 1817. 

The first house for public worship was erected in 1816 and 
was located on the site of the present Baptist church. 

NOTES: hewed log structure about thirty feet square. In 
the center of the room there was an opening 8 or ten feet 
square. This square was filled with clay. (this was the heat- 
ing plant) - - Often in blinding smoke, they tendered thanks, 
heartfelt thanks, for their blessings. The first schoolhouse 
was erected in the fall of 1818. Nicholas Yeager, 3rd, was 
most likely the first teacher. 

The first blacksmith was Isiah Wilson, and he held forth 
until 1818, when Samuel Keen located a blacksmith shop near 
the home of Leander Wilson. Isiah Wilson also constructed a 
cotton gin. Fifteen to thirty acres of cotton were grown 
annually on Battlerow Prairie, and as late as 1840, patches of 
from 1/4 to 1/2 and up to 2 acres were still grown in parts 
“of the township. 

The first grist mill was operated in 1817 on the Old Army 
Road at the upper end of Battlerow and near the N.W. corner 
of Sec. 16. This was a horse mill with one bu. per hour and 
furnish your own horse power. There were three such mills 
in the township; one above, one located a third of a mile 
southwest of the residence of James W. Shattuck, and another 
at Middletown. 

In the year 1820 or 1821, a man by the name of Angel began 
the erection of what is now known as Watt’s Mill. It was 
finished by William Armstrong in 1822. It was both a grist 
and a sawmill. It was erected on Prairie Creek. (where?) 

In 1842, Robert Lambert began, but did not finish, a mill about 
1/2 mile above Watt’s Mill. 

Up to the year 1825, the principal business center of the 
township was on Battlerow. Here, on the Old Army Road, was 
the grist mill, the cotton gin, the post office, the Doctor, the 
Store, the undertaker, etc. 

In August 1831, the north half of Middletown was laid out in 
32 lots from the Baptist church to the street south of the Old 
Hotel. Elijah Thomas and James D. Piety were the proprietors. 
Warren Harper was the ergineer. A grapevine answered for 
4 surveyor’s chain. Two or three years later, the proprietors 
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laid out the south half, or addition of 32 lots. There was a 
total of 64 lots, the first and only plotted town in the township. 

The first building erected in the town was a log house, (it 
was still standing in 1880) and stood south of Rynerson’s drug 
store. This log house was a hotel, and Daniel McDonald was 
the proprietor. The second building was erected by Jonas P. 
Lykin. He opened a store therein and it became the post of- 
fice, and he, the first postmaster. 

The first mill (Horse mill) was situated on the site now 
occupied by Dr. Lan’s barn. (where?) 

The first resident Justice of the Peace was Warren Harper. 

The first physician was William Reeds. 

The first frame residence was built by James Copel and on 
the site of Mr. Z. J. Hunt’s residence in 1836. He occupied it 
as a hotel, This building was a stage stand; here the horses 
were changed, passengers refreshed, and here, twice a day, 
gathered the idle villagers to stare at the passengers and 
hear the news. 

In the year 1840 the present Baptist church was built, but 
not fully completed. 

In the year 1842 the first frame school was built in the 
township east of the Baptist church and just outside the 
Cemetary. Vincent Yeager was the contractor and builder. 

In 1847 Hiram Hight built the first steam mill in the town 
just west of Mr. Gobin’s new brick residence; water for it 
was taken from a pond at the east end of the old part of West 
Lawn Cemetary. 

The first brick building was built by Jimmie Ernest in 
1849, The first brick house in the township was built by 
Elijah Thomas in 1840, 

In 1854 the Christian church was built by Vincent Yeager. 

In 1861 James W. Nebergall built the present steam flour 
mill, 


ADDENDA 


In 1799 Christmas Dagney was born in (Orchard Town) 
Terre Haute, In 1811, Joseph Liston turned the first furrow 
that was plowed in what is now called Vigo County. He, with 
the aid of others, planted about 75 acres of corn. This corn 
was sold to the government for the soldiers at Fort Harrison. 
It was grown on what is now the Terre Haute and Lockport 
road and what is now the Dean farm. 

NOTE: A book published in 1880 was the source of much of 
the material used here.; The old horse mill was located north 
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of Vigo near Hutton on a branch east side of the road where a 
number of log houses stood at that time. This branch crosses 
Old Army Road. 

The Watts water mill was in the immediate vicinity of the 
Burkhart water-powered mill, 

The Lane barn was between the Masonic Hall and school 
building on the east side of the street. 

Lydia Hamilton ran the hotel on the northeast corner of 
#63 and 246 when it was the last stop over station. 

John Nash was killed where the old Harper store now 
stands. He was married to Sim Elliott’s daughter. People by 
the name of Montfloyd lived in a shotgun house on the front 
IGG 


In Oct. 1865 William Hauger, his wife, Eliza and their six 
children, Jim, Mary, Emma, Malinda, Henry, and Robert, loaded 
up their possessions on wagons and started for Middletown, 
Indiana. His brother Solomon, a farmer who lived on the Hauger 
Hill one mile north of town and his borther-in-law, Sim Elliott, 

a blacksmith in Middletown, urged William to come up here from 
near Paole, Orange County, Kentucky, to engage in the building 
of wagons, thinking it an excellent opportunity for him. It is not 
known just where he had his Shop, but most likely it was with Sim 
Elliott in his blacksmith shop. Solomon Hauger and Sim Elliott 
had moved to Middletown some time earlier. 

Jim Hauger married Ade Carr. 

Mary Hauger married Jim Lovelace. 

Emma Hauger married Josephus (Ceph) Thomas, 

Henry Hauger married Letta Nash. 

Melinda Hauger married Charley Yeager, 

Charley Yeager was Frank Yeager’s son. Frank was the son 
of Vincent and Sarah (Piety) Yeager. 

Robert Hauger married Katherine (Kate) Gobin. 
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Modern Woodmen Picnic, Earl Piety Grove, 1900. 
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Church, Vigo, 1895. 


:fotudd jetborieM 


<\~T ss Veer cost 


asp Ve 
e sy ee “ é he 
pa iets ; 
° ‘ pe 
‘ 
' of “A + 
boy 
RTT eRe Te nk ‘ 
4 G i ¢ 5 ‘ of 
a : 3 
wn we ay 
“4 Ve iy 
‘ Se) ”~ 
t ? ‘ 
a — t 
Hl 2] my a oe 
om rt e Ms = $ 
aa fa] 7. ’ r 
: = taf >: Se 
4 je! ‘ . ss é 
t of ¥ 
; gs wt 
i : @ Se as 
, af : 
j ny? = Me 
; m4 i, 
5 E 
Ki ti 
Fs . & 
& md pata 
Ps ena! pan x 
1% ood or - 
a MS ) 4 
§ ’ <s 
aes ey = fn ee ; 
ities oh Sei 2 ae ‘ 
4 a io 
: 4 S F ’ 
\ 4 oO y ‘ .¥ 
' re] ww } : <4 oe 
i Qa ' ne 4 
: SI a 
3 ng 
: oe 
i ae 
ti a OS 
i Petre nestled “WON aia tae ol Seas ait baale sc Sousa Qy p 
{ ® Me 
1 ” ‘sf 
| es o 
wi) 


ET SAD Nee hl On ee RR nb ete OE ee a ea SLI Se AO AORN Rd teen mo 


Le Pe ROLLE SLIME ETE ON ry eR 
gi i ?> ene a a nag UO vt a. Fy 


> he U rn . 
‘ . <4 a Fe9 ty ' the 
Lt beara Aart ABE SUR  I) L5D die AIA RO NN bea ll be tubolon da Sintidess mebalaiheds aoa ndle 


“ 


i 
xp 
Sey) 


chy 


~ 


avx 


hac 1 omStl 
PINS OS Hee ait 


pr 


he 


, 
3 
¢ 
b 
= 
ax N a OR ee ee < 
SE NCES SS AE ATCC CR OOOO aL Sem ce 


Ladies’ Auxiliary, G, A. R., Yeager Grove, 1897. 
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Last G. A. R. Picnic, Milt Yeager Grove, 1897. 
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Roadside in front of Picnic grounds, 
Yeager Grove, 1897. 
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The old iron bridge north of Middletown on State Route #63. 
Up to the year 1900, churches baptized 
on the east side of this bridge. 
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Inside O. L. Wilson’s Harness Shop, 1899. 
(O. L. Wilson shown inside). 
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The Rev. Asa Frakes Store, 1838. 


It burned in 1864 and all the church records, which were kept 
here, also burned. 
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Prairie Creek Business District 
(Summer scene) 
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1904 (winter scene). 
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Prairie Creek, looking north on #63, 
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Last Picnic, Vigo Grove, Civil War Soldiers 
and Ladies’ Auxilliary, 1904. 
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The members of Modern Woodmen Lodge, 
taken in 1900 at Ear] Piety Grove Picnic grounds. 
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MY MEMORY OF BOYHOOD DAYS 
AROUND PRAIRIE CREEK 
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The Robert Piety Home, 1897 - 1916. 


My own sweet cottage home 


That stands on the brow of a hill, 
Where, in Life’s early morning, 


I once loved to roam, 
But now all is quiet and still. 


Pet pigs “Susie and Cal.” 
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Uncle John Hunt 
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THE OLD OAKEN BUCKET 


How dear to my heart are the scenes of my childhood, 
When fond recollections presents them to view; 
The orchard, the meadow, the deep tangled wildwood, 

And every loved spot which my infancy knew; 
The wide spreading pond and the mill that stood by it, 

The bridge, and the rock where the cataract fell, 
The cot of my father, the dairy house nigh it, 

And e’en the rude bucket which hung in the well; 
The old oaken bucket, the iron-bound bucket, 

The moss covered bucket, which hung in the well. 


The moss covered vessel I hail as a treasure, 
For often at noon, when returned from the field, 
I found it the source of an exquisite pleasure, 
The purest and sweetest that Nature can yield; 
How ardent I seized it with hands that were glowing, 
And quick to the white-pebbled bottom it fell. 
Then soon, with the emblem of truth overflowing, 
And dripping with coolness, it rose from the well. 
The old oaken bucket, the iron bound, bucket, iv 
The moss covered bucket, arose-from the well, 


How sweet from the green mossy brim to receive it, 
As poised on the curb, it inclined to my lips. 
Not a full blushing goblet could tempt me to leave it, 
Though filled with the nectar that Jupiter sips. 
And now, far removed from the loved situation, 
The tear of regret will intrusively swell, 
As fancy reverts tc my father’s plantation 
And sighs for the bucket which hung in the well, 
The old oaken bucket, the iron-bound bucket, 
The moss covered bucket which hung in the well. 
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To try to write a complete history would become a tiresome 
burden and prove of little interest, so I will try to write about 
some of the amusing things and incidents of my boyhood days, 
which I believe are conditions more or less common to all boys 
and wil! be interesting reading. 

Boys generally click together according to age, the older boys 


feeling that the younger ones have no business to tag along with 


them. This idea put my older brother in one class and my 
younger brother and Jin another. The older boys, as I remem- 
ber them, were William Frakes, Ward Frakes, John Frakes, 
Bert Bledsoe, Cash Fiety, and others. 

One thing that stands out in my memory was the group of 
small hickory saplings that stood on Uncle John Hunt’s place. 
The older boys used to go over there and climb to the top of one 
of them. Then they would all bend the sapling almost to the 
ground, and then, at a signal, all would let go and enjoy seeing 
them fly back again. One time Cash failed to let go and went 
back up with the tree. A few years ago, I walked over this woods, 
and it seemed queer to stop for a minute and turn back the pages 
of time. These formerly small saplings were now trees bearing 
large crops of nuts, and most of the boys have passed on to 
Eternity’s shore. 

The younger boys included Tony Williams, Paul Williams, 
Charles and Cecil Piety, Lester Thompson, Tommie Weir, and 
Harry Stevens. We spent many happy days hunting, fishing, and 
swimming in Prairie Creek. We were the real guardians of the 
woods. We hunted both in daytime and at night, and we dida 
rather good job of keeping down the varmint population. 

I remember one instance on a Saturday night. We had a shep- 
herd dog named Cricket, supposedly a full blooded one. We 
gathered at Middletown to start the hunt. An older bunch of boys 
were also preparing to go hunting, They had a hound that was 
also supposed to be a full blood. One party asked if we intended 
to go together. They, being confident of their dog’s superior 
hunting qualities, said, “No.” They didn’t want any scrub hunters 
along. Well the hunt ended around 11 o’clock, and it being Satur- 
day night, the stores stayed open iate. We came in with a big 
fat ’possum. They had nothing. Andy Elliott remarked, “Believe 
me, the next time I go hunting, it will be with the crowd that has 
the scrub dog.” 

When we first moved to Middletown, I was quite naturally due 
for initiation, so the boys took me out snipe hunting. Granville 
Johnson and I held the sack while they were supposed to drive 
them around. Sammie Fisk, they advised us, would buy them at 


- ten cents apiece. Granville thought that he saw a snipe light in 
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the edge of a hollow, and of course, he went to investigate. I 
soon became suspicious and went it. The boys were all in the 
store awaiting my return. 

My Uncle Calvin Hanley was a hog raiser, and one time he 
gave my brother and I two undersized runt pigs. We named them 
“Cal” and “Susie.” These pigs became real pets. My brother 
and I used to go swimming and fishing in Prairie Creek regular- 
ly, So we always saved the small fish and the left-over worms 
for these pigs. They soon learned to expect them, and they would 
lay in the shade during the afternoon under the tree in the front 
yard where they had a good view of the lane and could watch for 
us. As soon as they saw us coming down the lane, they would 
run and squeal toward us, each trying to outrun the other, in 
order to get the little fish and the worms we always saved for 
them. 

A man named Joe Snyder one summer farmed beside my 
father. He was fresh from the hilis of western Kentucky. He 
liked to talk about his old home. He said they had hills from 
half to one mile long there, and they raised corn on top of these 
hills. They always cut and shocked the corn for roughage, he 
Said, and all they had to do when they wanted some feed was to 
pull a sled to the top of the hill, load it with corn, and start it 
downhill. He said that the sled would hold to the old deep wagon 
ruts and go right down to the barn where they wanted it. 

This man said that everyone chewed tobacco there, and they 
used to play games. One game was to see who could spit the 
farthest. It was called the Spitting game. They were also fond 
of checkers. He also told stories about a crane roost, and that 
people used to go there and shoot cranes of evenings. Some 
people, he said, ate them, but he never did, for he did not con- 
Sider them to have enough meat on their bones to pay for the 
trouble of cleaning them. This was all very interesting to me. I 
had seen a blackbird’s roost. There was one at that time near the 
Christian church. They came in evenings by the thousands, and 
the boys used to kill and eat them. There was a turtle dove’s 
roost in front of our house, but father would never allow them to 
be disturbed. I had been in the River bottoms hunting and had 
heard owls hooting in their roost. It had seemed that when one 
hooted he was answered by thousands, but I had never heard of a 
crane’s roost. 

This man, Snyder, gave me a dog. He told me that she was a 
real hunter for squirrels and rabbits in the daytime and good for 
varments at night. He said she was a purebred Shepherd, what 
they called in Kentucky, a thoroughbred Kentucky Mountain dog. 
He had brought her from Kentucky with him. 
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Well, the dog got homesick and went back home a few times, 
so in going after her, I became acquainted with Mrs. Snyder, or 
Aunt Eliza, as she was called. One time I went after the dog and 
found Aunt Eliza and another party sitling in the front yard play- 
ing checkers, I was invited to play. I got beaten the first two 
games and very nearly was beaten in the third, At another time 
Aunt Eliza was making what she called “Kentucky hoe cakes,” 
and she was generous with them. She gave me one, took one her- 
self, and gave one to the dog, and I will have to say that they 
tasted better than they looked. Quite naturally I bragged on them, 
so I got the second helping. What they call spoon bread cannot 
compare with hoe cakes. 

They always grew their own tobacco. Joe said that it just 
naturally had an aromatic flavor that store tobacco did not have. 
They showed me how they played the spitting game in Kentucky, 
and believe me or not, Aunt Eliza could spit 18 feet by actual 
measurement! 

The dog became more and more accustomed to her new home. 
She went back to the Snyders a few more times for a short visit, 
but would always return to me, so I lost contact with Aunt Eliza 
and Uncle Joe. 

A boy moved into the neighborhood whose name was Ralph 
Piety. He was the only son of William H. Piety, and he was a 
mighty hunter. He brought the first automatic shotgun to Prairie 
Creek that was ever there. Ralph had a night dog, so we decided 
to take a hunt in the River bottoms. We strolled around until we 
got into a place known as Hog Harbor, and then we sat down to 
rest and listen for the dogs or wait until they came in from 
hunting. We happened to be under an owl’s roose, and it sounded 
as if hundreds of them were hooting at the same time. Ralph 
remarked, “Boy, this is really a lonesome joint. I wish those 
dogs would hurry up and come in.” We sat around a while longer, 
and there was no Sign of the dogs. We began to wonder if they 
were lost, so we decided to build a fire. We thought that if they 
were lost, they might see the fire and come in. Well, by the time 
we had gotten the fire burning good, the owls started hooting 
again. “Such dolefull music,” Ralph remarked. Just then we 
heard a noise and looked in time to see some leaves moving a 
short distance away. We went to investigate and found the dogs 
had come in close enough to see us and had decided to lie down 
and take a nap. One turned over and disturbed the other, which 
caused them to be discovered. 

We started in to take revenge. We held them down, and we 
Spit tobacco juice in their eyes, ears, nose, and mouth. Ralph 
put a chew of tobacco in the mouth of one. He held his mouth 
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shut and rubbed his throat until he swallowed it. Naturally the 
dog became sick and vomited. “Turn wrong side out, you dirty 
little rascal,” growled Ralph. “It will be a good lesson and re- 
minder to let yourself be known the next time.” It is not neces- 
sary to say that we were never bothered by their sleeping on the 
job again. 

After the death of Ralph’s father, he went to Darwin, Illinois, 
some four miles away and just across from the Indiana side of 
the Wabash River. There, he stayed with his uncle, Ulysses 
Grant Piety, (“Tude”) and learned the blacksmith trade, working 
with his uncle in the blacksmith shop. However, guns and hunting 
were always uppermost in his mind. A few years later he de- 
cided to go to Arkansas, where he was told, game was as plentiful 
as it had been fifty years before that in Indiana. He worked in 
and around Des Arc, Arkansas, either in blacksmith shops or 
cutting timber, but always hunted and trapped during hunting 
Season. His uncle Tude followed him a few years later. 

Ralph met and married Edith Sears in 1920. They had three 
children; Mary Ruth, Harrison, and Edward Piety. After World 
War I, he and his Uncle Tude operated a sawmill for a short 
time. Ralph died Jan. 3, 1939, of tuberculosis. He was buried in 
Biscoe Cemetary, Biscoe, Arkansas. His Uncle, Ulysses (“Tude”) 
is still living on Route 1, Hazen, Arkansas, and will be 87 years 
old June 8, 1955. 

John Hunt, or “Uncle John”, as we boys called him, was a good 
old soul and a fine neighbor. We could play or hunt at will on his 
farm, and he never complained. He had an old apple orchard 
pianted years before by John Frakes, son of Rev. Asa. In this 
orchard, there was a sweet apple tree which bore over a long 
period. There would be green, half-ripe, and ripe apples on it at 
the same time. People came from Middletown and from all 
around the vicinity to get these apples when they began to ripen, 
and it was all right with Uncle John. It was a peculiar thing that 
an apple tree that stood by it never, to my knowledge, bore an 
apple, although it was as normal and healthy looking as the one 
that bore them. When the bearing tree finally died, the other one 
started bearing heavily the same kind of sweet apples as the first 
one had. 

Uncle John drove a horse to a one horse wagon. One time 
this horse ran away. Tony Williams and I happened to be close 
to the road and saw him coming. We ran to head him off, but be- 
fore we could get over the fence, he had run by. Uncle John came 
along shortly afterward, and we told him that we tried to stop the 
horse, but that he had gone on by before we could get over the 
fence. Uncle John growled, “If he breaks that wagon, I’11 make 


things rough for him.” 
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Uncle John had lots of squirrels in his woods and we had the 
privilege of killing them at will. In addition to the woods being 
rather large and having a lot of den trees, Milt Yeager hada 
woods on the east and there was a ten acre sanctuary in between 
the two farms. Milt did not want his squirrels killed, so natu- 
rally, they kept Uncle John’s woods stocked up. We had a good 
squirrel dog, and she soon learned to lay in wait for the squirrels 


' to cross the fence and get into Uncle John’s woods where she 


would then tree them. 

One time Paul, Tony, my brother Cecil, and I were hunting. 
The dog treed a squirrel in the sanctuary. .We pondered for some 
time whether or not to go over to her. We were strongly tempted 
to do something we thought wrong to do. However, finally we 
decided to go. We siarted and we came to the edge of a ravine, 
and then we saw Milt coming. We all turned and ran but Paul, 
who said afterward that he was so scared that he couldn’t run. 
Apparently, Milt had been attracted by the dog’s barking and 
never saw us. At least he never mentioned it, if he did. He 
walked up to Paul and said, “Ah, little Piety boy, I caught you 
this time, didn’t I?” 

Paul told him that it didn’t happen to be a little Piety boy, this 
time. Milt was not unkindly about the matter. He explained to 
him that he should not kill the squirrels in there. He liked to 
save them to have one in case of sickness. One of those squirrels 
might even be for Paul, who knows? he told him. Paul agreed 
to kill only rabbits, and all was well. 


ROCK ME TO SLEEP 


Backward, turn backward, Oh Time, in your flight, 
Make me a child again, just for to-night! 
Mother, come back from the echoless shore; 
Take me again to your heart as of yore; 
Kiss from my forehead the furrows of care; 
Smooth the few silver threads out of my hair; 
Over my slumbers your loving waich keep; - 
Rock me to sleep, Mother, Rock me to sleep! 


Backward, flow backward, O Tide of the Years! 
Iam so weary of toil and of tears; 
Toil without recompence, tears all in vain; 
Take them and give me my childhood again. 
I have grown weary of dust and decay, 
Weary of flinging my soul-wealth away, 
Weary of sowing for others to reap;- 
Rock me to sleep, Mother, rock me to sleep! 
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Tired of the hollow, the base, the untrue, 
Mother, O mother, my heart calls for you! 
Many a summer the grass has grown green, 
Blossomed and faded, our faces between; 
Yet with strong yearning and passionate pain, 
Long I to-night for your presence again. 
Come from the silence so long and so deep; 
Rock me to sleep, Mother, rock me to sleep! 


Over my heart in the days that have flown, 
No love like mother-love ever has shown; 
No other worship abides and endures, 
Faithful, unselfish, and patient like yours; 
None like a mother can charm away pain 
From the sick soul and the world-weary brain; 
Slumber’s soft calms o’er my heavy lids creep; 
Rock me to sleep, Mother, rock me to Sleep! 


Come, let your brown hair, just lighted with gold, 
Fali on your shoulders again, as of old; 
Let it drop over my forehead tonight, 
Shading my faint eyes away from the light; 
For with its sunny-edged shadows once more, 
Haply will throng the sweet visions of yore; 
Lovingly, softly, its bright billows Sweep;- 
Rock me to sleep, Mother, Rock me to Sleep! 


Mother, dear mother, the years have been long 
Since I last heard your sweet lullaby song; 
Sing, then, and unto my soul it shall seem 
Womanhood’s years have been only a dream; 
Clasped to your heart in a loving embrace, 
With your light lashes just Sweeping my face, 
Never hereafter to wake or to weep; 
Rock me to sleep, Mother, Rock me to sleep! 


PRAIRIE CREEK AND VIGO COUNTY 
FRATERNAL ORDERS 
FREEMASONRY 
Ernest Lodge No. 598, A.F. and A.M., Prairie Creek, Indiana 
began its existence May 28, 1895, at which time its charter was 


dated. In September, 1894, the plot of ground for the erection of 
this ledge was purchased from Samuel Fisk, the purchase price 
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being $100. After the date of the charter, it was dedicated by 
deputy Grand Master Donaldson. 

So far as I can determine, over 85% of the Pietys are Masons. 
The real object of Freemasonry in a philosophical and reli- 
gious sense is the search for truth, and that truth is in the Unity 

of God and the immortality of the soul. 

The masonic order can properly be classed as one of, if not 
the oldest, most honorable charitable institutions in existence. 
In 1922 it began the building of hospitals for crippled children, 
and in 1948 it had sixteen hospitals and was treating over 100,000 
children at a cost of over $45,000,000.00. The New Brunswick 
Knights of Columbus made a donation of $500.00 to the Montreal 
Shrine Hospital for crippled children, as 65% of the hospitalized 
children were of the Catholic faith and were of course, nonpaying 
patients, It was a splendid tribute to the truth of the Apostle 
Paul’s statement that “The greatest of these is Charity.” 


Dedicated to those good brothers 
who enjoy the Refreshment Degree 
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THE WORKING TOOLS OF THE 
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Masonic Hall, Prairie Creek, Ind., 1895 The working tools 
of -the-630 degree. 


-——-~ 


THE ODD FELLOWS 


Vigo Lodge, No. 476, 1.0.0.F. was instituted May 20, 1875. 
Meetings were held upstairs on the northeast corner of state 
Route #63 and #246 until the new hall was built. After this new 
hall burned June 12, 1939, meetings were held in the first floor 
of the Masonic Hall from 1939 until 1940 when the present hall 
was completed on the site of the burned hall. 
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The first automobile bought at 

Prairie Creek in front of the The third James Yeager store. 
first I1L0.0.F. Hall. This car 

was owned by Harry Welsh, the 

undertaker. 


THE MODERN WOODMEN 


The Modern Woodmen completed their hall in 1900, and a pic- 
nic was held. A band was brought from Farmersburg, and the 
members marched in uniforms from the hall to the Earl Piety 


Grove one mile east of town, and a great time was had by every- 
one. 
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FORTY YEARS AGO 


I’ve wandered to the village, Tom, 
I’ve sat beneath the tree, 

Upon the schoolhouse playground, 
That sheltered you and me; 

But none were left to greet me, Tom, 
And few were left to know 

Who played with me upon the green 
Just forty years ago. 


The grass was just as green, Tom; 
Barefooted boys at play 

Were sporting just as we did then, 
With spirits just as gay. 

But the master sleeps upon the hill, 
Which, coated o’er with snow, 

Afforded us a sliding place, 
Some forty years ago. 


The old schoolhouse is altered some; 
The benches are replaced 

By new ones very like the same 
Our jack knives had defaced. 

But the same old bricks are in the wall; 
The bell swings to and fro; 

It’s music’s just the same, dear Tom, 
As forty years ago. 


The spring that bubbled ‘neath the hill, 
Close by the spreading beech, 

Is very low; ‘Twas once so high 
That we could almost reach, 

By kneeling down, to take a drink. 
Dear Tom, I started so 

To think how very much I’ve changed 
Since forty years ago. 


Near by the spring, upon an elm, 
You know I cut your name, 

Your sweetheart’s just beneath it, Tom, 
And you did mine the same. 


Some heartless wretch has peeled the bark; 


‘Twas dying sure, but slow, 
Just as the one whose name you cut 
Died forty years ago. 
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My lids have long been dry, Tom, 
But tears come in my eyes; 

I thought of her I loved so well, 
Those early broken ties. 

I visited the old churchyard, Tom, 
And took some flowers to strew 

Upon the graves of those we loved 
Just forty years ago. 


Some are in the churchyard laid, 
Some sleep beneath the sea; 

And none are left of our old class, 
Excepting you and me. 

And when our time shall come, Tom, 
And we are called to go, 

I hope we’li meet with those we loved 
Some forty years ago. 


The Curfew tolls the Knell of parting day, 
The Lowing herd winds slowly o’er the Le’a, 
The Plowman homeward plods his weary Way, 
And leaves the world in darkness and to me. 
Now fades the glimmering landscape on the sight 
And all the air a solemn stillness holds, 
Save where the beetle wheels his droning flight, 
And Drousy twinklings lull the distant folds; 
Save that from yonder ivy-mantled tower. 
The moping owl does to the moon complain 
Of such as, wandering near her secret bower, 
Molest her Ancient Solitary Reign. 
Beneath those rugged elms, that Yew thees shade. 
Where heaves the turf in many a moldering heap, 
Each in his narrow Cell forever laid, 
The Rude forefathers of the hamlet Sleep. 
The cock’s shrill clarion, or the echoing horn, 
No more shall rouse them from their lowly bed. 
No children run to lisp their sires return, 
Or climb his knee the envied kiss to share, 
Awaits alike the inevitable hour. 
The paths of glory lead but to the grave, 
Can honors voice provoke the silent dust, 
Or flattery scoth the dull, cold bar of death 
Along the cool, sequestered vale of life 
They kept the noiseless tenor of their way. 
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“The next with dirges due, in sad array 

Slow through the church-way path, we saw him borne, 
Approach. and red (for thou canst read) the lay graves 
On the stone beneath yon aged thorn” 

He gave to misery all he had, a tear; 

He gained from heaven (twas all he wished) a frined, 
(There they alike in trembling hope repose) 

The bosom of his father and his God. 


THE LAST GREAT MOVING DAY 


When we move from earth to heaven, 
What a glorious day ’twill be-- 
No more sickness, no more sorrow, 

No more dread, uncertainty. 

No more packing, no more shipping, 
No more partings by the way! 
How my heart is yearning, longing, 
For the last great moving day! 


Jesus, with His mighty vanguard, 
Will descend from heaven above 
With a crown of radiant glory 
For the subjects of His love. 
Sleeping saints will rise in triumph, 
Living ones be caught on high; 
All shall mount the fiery chariots, 
Bidding earthly things good-by. 


Oh, the glory of the journey 
Human words cannot portray, 
Passing suns, and moons, and systems 
As we speed to realms of day. 
When we’ve reached the central planet 
In the deep recess of space, 
There we’ll view the Holy City, 
There we’ll see our Father’s face. 


Christian, do you catch the vision? 
Should there longer be delay 
In a Speedy preparation 
For the last great moving day ? 
Signs and wonders all about us 
Warn of heaven’s coming King; 
Set thy soul to seek the Saviour. 
Pilgrim, ’rouse thee, shout and sing! 
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Life is real, yea, life is earnest; 
Fleeting fame is not its goal. 

Jesus paid a precious ransom 
To redeem the human soul. 

Lift thine eyes above earth’s tinsel, 
Shun the things that pass away; 

Move with saints from earth to heaven 
On the last great moving day. 
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